Outlines of the Bible

Pastor Matthew Postiff, Ph.D., Th.M.

These outlines can be used by pastors to help establish preaching or teaching sections of each
book. They can help any reader in reading of the Bible to see the big picture of the book or
section of the Bible as they read it.

My goal has been to keep the outlines simple, most often only two or three levels deep.
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Outline of Genesis

The book of Genesis is the book of beginnings. The first word in Genesis is the Hebrew
nrwx02 (b®ray’sheet), which means “in the beginning.”

The word Pentateuch means “five scrolls” and refers to the five books of Moses, each
originally on its own scroll. These books are Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and
Deuteronomy.

Genesis was written by Moses, as was the rest of the Pentateuch. There are internal and
external arguments for this statement. First, some of the internal arguments:

1) The Pentateuch mentions Mosaic authorship: Exodus 17:14; Deuteronomy 31:9, 24.

2) The author seems to be an eyewitness. Moses was certainly that.

Here are some of the external arguments:

1) Traditionally the five books have always been taken together by Jews and Christians
to be written by Moses.

2) Other OT books affirm that Moses wrote the Pentateuch: Joshua 1:7, Dan. 9:11-13.

3) Moses was certainly qualified to write the books: Acts 7:22.

4) The NT affirms Moses wrote the Pentateuch: John 5:45-47, 7:22-23, Acts 3:22, Rom.
10:5.

5) The impression is left with the reader of the Bible is that Moses wrote all of the
Pentateuch.

Brief Outline

The key term for outlining the book is “history” or “generations.” It occurs 13 times in
the book and marks 10 major divisions. The outline below reflects these divisions by using the
word “History” in each outline point. The three “extra” references to the word “generations” are
marked.

L Creation.........cociiiici s 1:1-2:3
I. History of Creation through the Fall and Cain and Abel................. 2:4-4:26
[1l. History of Adam’s family through the spread of evil................c.c.... 5:1-6:8
IV. History of Noah through the flood............cccceviiiiiniiece, 6:9-9:29
V. History of Noah’s Sons, Table of Nations, Tower of Babel.......... 10:1-11:9
VI. History of Shem’s family to Terah .........c.cccooviiiiiiiin 11:10-11:26
VII. History of Terah’s family through Abraham ................ccceeeee. 11:27-25:11
VIII. History of Ishmael’s family ........cccocoeviiiiiii 25:12-18
IX. History of Isaac’s family, account of Jacob...........cccccvvviiiennnne 25:19-35:29
X. History of Esau’s family, the EJOMIteS ..........ccccoviiiiiiiiininnn 36:1-37:1
Xl. History of Jacob’s family, Joseph, travel to Egypt..........cccceenee. 37:2-50:26
Notes

1. Note these three “generations” statements: 10:32, 25:13, and 36:8.

2. We can compute that there were 1656 years between creation and the flood (try it
sometime!). Methusaleh died in the year of the flood. Thus, a vast amount of time is
summarized within the first few chapters of the Bible.
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We can date the birth of Abraham to be about 2166 B.C.

Note that a main purpose of Genesis is to inform us as to the origin, purpose, and destiny
of the people of Israel.

Note the emphasis on “blessing” in the book: 1:22, 1:28, 2:3, 5:2, 9:1, 12:2-3, 14:19-20,
17:16, 17:20, 18:18, 22:17-18, 24:1 (27, 31, 35, 48, 60), 25:11, 26:3-4, 26:12, 26:24,
26:29, 27:4 (7, 10, 12, 19, 23, 2527, 29-38, 41), 28:1 (3, 4, 6, 14), 30:13, 27, 30, 31:55,
32:26, 29, 35:9, 39:5, 47:7, 10, 48:3 (9, 15, 16, 20), 49:25, 49:28.

Note the emphasis on “cursing” in the book: 3:14, 3:17, 4:11, 5:29, 8:21, 9:25, 12:3,
27:12-13, 27:29, 49:7.



Outline of Exodus

Genesis has provided a complete introduction to the reader so that he knows why Israel is
in Egypt. Exodus introduces Israel under much more difficult circumstances. Now God will
carry out his promise to extricate the people from their bond slavery and institute the fifth
dispensation that we call the dispensation of Mosaic Law. The book is commonly divided into
three sections as follows.

Outline

I 1SFAel IN EQYPL..oiiceee e 1:1-12:36
A. Israelites oppressed i EQYPL.......ccoeveiiriiiniiieieecse e 1:1-22
B. Moses before his call..........ccoooieiiiiiiiii s 2:1-2:25
1. Birth and early years of MOSES .........cccceoereiiieninininiins 2:1-10
2. Murder of Egyptian and flight from Egypt..........ccc......... 2:11-15
3. Journey from Egypt to Midian..........ccooveveveneicncninnnns 2:16-20
4. Taking of Zipporah as Wife.........c.ccccoevviveiieii e, 2:21-25
C. Call OF MOSES ....ocveeieieiieiecieere et 3:1-4:31
1. BUrning BUSh ........c.cooveiiiiccc e 3:1-4:18
2. Journey from Midian to EQYpPt.......ccccoveiiieiiiiiciiiins 4:19-26
3. Meeting with Aaron and elders of Israel........................... 4:27-31
D. Moses & Pharaoh Meeting #1: straw taken away.............cc.ccoveene 5:1-23
E. God's covenant reminder .........cccooevereneneninieienese e 6:1-13
F. Genealogies of M0ses and Aaron ..........ccoceeveeeeienenene e 6:14-30
G. Moses & Pharaoh Meeting #2: rod turned to serpent.................... 7:1-13
H. The Ten PIagUES.......cccoieiiiiieieie s 7:13-12:36
1. River water turned to blood ..........cccceveviieiiieiice 7:13-25
2. FTOQS it 8:1-15
3L LICE e 8:16-19
A FHBS oot 8:20-32
5. Cattle di .c.voveeeiiieeee e 9:1-7
6. BOUIS ... 9:8-12
T HAI 9:13-35
8. LLOCUSES ...ttt 10:1-20
0. DArKNESS.....cveieiiieiieieie ettt 10:21-29
10. First-born Killed ..........cccoooveviiiiiieeee e 11:1-12:36
a. Preparation ..o 11:1-10
b. Institution of PassoVer..........c.cccccvivevviiniveiecnnn, 12:1-28
C. The Plague Itself .........ccoovviiiiiiic 12:29-36
I1. Exodus from EQypt t0 Sinai.........ccccevvviiieiieiiiciie e 12:37-18:27
A. Journey from Egypt to Red Sea, Pillars of Cloud and Fire...12:37-14:20
B. Journey through the Red Sea..........ccccovevieiiiiciie e, 14:21-31
C. Songs of Moses and Miriam...........ccccooeviiininniene s 15:1-21
D. Journey from the Red Sea to the wilderness of Shur ................. 15:22-26

E. Journey from water-rich Elim to wilderness of Sin
1. Provision of quail and manna ...........ccccecevvveeiieinnnn, 15:27-16:36



F. Journey from wilderness of Sin to Rephidim............c..c.......... 17:1-18:27

1. Provision of water from the rock in Horeb ......................... 17:1-7
2. War with Amalek in Rephidim (Moses’ arms upheld)..... 17:8-16
3. Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, meets and advises Moses ... 18:1-27
ISFABl At SINAI......eeeiiieiieiiee e 19:1-40:38
A. Journey from Rephidim to wilderness of Sinai...........ccccccccvevvennne 19:1-2
B. Fifth Dispensation (Law) Instituted ...........cccceviviiiiieiinienne 19:3-25
1. Kingdom covenant given and ratified..............c..cccoovereennnne 19:1-8
2. Appearance of God on Mt. SINai .........cccoevereiiicniiinnns 19:9-25
D. Giving of the Ten Commandments............cccccvevevieerrevesieeseenens 20:1-26
E. Giving of laws and feasts ...........c.ccoovrviriiienineee 21:1-23:19
1. Law about SErVaNTS .......ccocveveieiininieiee e 21:1-11
2. Law about assault............ccovevenieiinniee e 21:12-27
3. Law about animals ... 21:28-36
4. Law about private Property ........ceoeveeeeeeiererenesenennns 22:1-15
5. Laws about moral, financial, and religious things.......... 22:16-31
6. Laws about justice and property ........ccceceeevenenenenenennns 23:1-9
7. Law about the Sabbath year...........c.ccccoovvvevveiiiiece, 23:10-13
8. Three feasts (unleavened bread, harvest, ingathering).... 23:14-19
F. Promise about the giving of the land .............c.ccccoeieiiienn. 23:20-33
G. Agreement of people to the words of the Lord..........ccccccevveeennee. 24:1-18
1. Sprinkling of blood on altar and people...........c.ccceevverrrennnne 24:1-8
2. Moses on Mt. Sinai for 40 days and nights.............cc.c...... 24:9-18
H. Specification of the Tabernacle.............cccccoevveiiiiciiecece 25:1-31:11
1. Offering for SUPPHIES .......ovveiiiiiiirieee 25:1-9
2. Design of the ark ..., 25:10-22
3. Design of the table for showbread ............cccocooiiinnnene. 25:23-30
4. Design of the golden candlestick .............cccoovevviiiennnen. 25:31-40
5. Design of the tabernacle itself...........ccccooiiiiiiiiiins 26:1-37
6. Design of the altar for burnt offering...........ccccccoeiiinen. 27:1-8
7. Design of the court of the tabernacle ..o 27:9-19
8. Tending of the lamp ..., 27:20-21
9. Design of priests’ garments..........coccooeveeeieneneneneseniens 28:1-14
10. Design of the breastplate of judgment ..............c........... 28:15-30
11. Design of sacred VESIMENTS.........ccovvvereieneneneseniee 28:31-43
12. Description of consecration of Aaron and sons................ 29:1-9
13. Description of SACHfiCeS .......cc.cvvvviviiiiieii e 29:10-46
14. Design of the altar of iNCENSE.........cccvvvvvveiiiiiicieceee, 30:1-10
15. ATONEMENT MONEY .....vviieiiiiecieeee e 30:11-16
16. Design of the brass laver..........cccccovveveiiicicccecc 30:17-21
17. Anointing oil and INCENSE .........ccovvvviiiiieic e 30:22-38
18. Appointing of WOrkmen..........ccccoeevviiieeiie i, 31:1-11
I. Between the Specification and Building of the Tabernacle .....31:12-35:3
1. Reminder of the Sabbath...........c.ccccooviiiiiii 31:12-17
2. Giving of the two tablets..........ccocoovieiiiii 31:18



3. The golden calf incident and judgment...............cccccueneee. 32:1-35

4. God's command to go up to the promised land................... 33:1-6
5. Tabernacle outside of camp; Moses speaks with God....... 33:7-11
6. Moses' request of assurance of God's presence .............. 33:12-23
7. Moses on Mt. Sinai Again for 40 days and nights............ 34:1-28
a. Renewal of tablets, covenant............ccccccoceninnnnnne 34:1-10

D, WaArNINgS......ccooveieiieceee e 34:11-17

C. Feasts (5e€ 23:14-16)......cccccvrveeriereeieenieniesieeees 34:11-26

8. The Shining and Veiling of Moses' face...........c..cccue..... 34:29-35
9. Reminder of the Sabbath..............ccooeviiiiiiie 35:1-3
J. Building of the Tabernacle..........c.ccccooveveiiievii i, 35:4-39:43
1. Command for OFfering .........ccocevvriiiiiicee s 35:4-9
2. Command for WOrkmen ...........ccocvvvvnninnenese e 35:10-19
3. Provision of offering........c.cccccoeeviiininiiiceesc e 35:20-29
4. Preparation of workmen..........c.cccooevveviiiciiccccien 35:30-36:1
5. Completion of Offering ..o 36:1-7
6. Making of the tabernacle itself ............ccccoeeveiiinennn. 36:8-36:38
7. Making of the arki..........cccooeiinininiiee 37:1-9
8. Making of the table ...........ccccoovveviiiii e, 37:10-16
9. Making of candlesticK...........ccccoviririiniiiiie 37:17-24
10. Making of altar of inCense ..........cccccvevevvieiiccc e 37:25-28
11. Making of anointing oil and iNCeNSe...........cc.ccoovvvrvrnennn. 37:29
12. Making of altar of burnt offering...........cccccccovvevviveinenns 38:1-7
13. Making Of Brass laver............ccoveiieieieiesc e 38:8
14. Making of court of tabernacle...............ccccooeevveveeieinnnn. 38:9-20
15. Total amount of supplies offered ...........cccocevvnirvnnnn. 36:21-31
16. Making of Priests garments ...........cccccceveveveiieeneereseene. 39:1-31
17. Completion of Tabernacle construction........................ 39:32-43
K. Tabernacle set up and Operations Begin............ccccceeveveiieinennnne 40:1-38
1. God instructs Moses to initiate Tabernacle operations..... 40:1-15
2. Moses sets up the Tabernacle ...........ccccocoevveviiieiieceenne. 40:16-33
3. Glory of the Lord appears..........coveerieieneneneneseien 40:34-38

Notes: Israel Tests God

Numbers 14:22-27 mentions that Israel tested God ten times and did not obey Him. Some
of these tests are mentioned in Exodus (#1-3 below).

1. Complaint at Marah about the bitter waters; water made sweet..... 15:22-27
2. Complaint at Sin about hunger; mannah provided ..............c.cccueenee.. 16:1-16
3. Complaint at Rephidim about lack of water; water provided............. 17:1-7
4. Complaint about the hardships of living...........cccccevvevieiieenen. Num. 11:1-8
5. Criticism of Miriam and Aaron about Moses’ marriage.............. Num. 12:1
6. Complaint about the bad report given by the 10 spies................. Num. 14:2



Outline of Leviticus

Leviticus is one of the most difficult books for the modern reader to grasp because it is so
detailed and seemingly so archaic. But it describes very important aspects of Israel’s religious
life. This high-level outline will help you understand it better.

Outline
I. Law of Offerings, General INStructions ..........c.cccceeevevevverveiieceennn, 1:1-6:7

The text instructs the Jew as to the various offerings that he must bring to the altar, and
the priest as to the basic procedure to do the offering.

AL INFOAUCTION ... 1:1-2
B. BUrNt Offering .......c.cooveeiieiece e 1:1-17
LADUI e 1:3-9

2. A SNEEP OF QOAL .....eevveiiiiccieee e 1:10-13

3. A bird, turtledove or PIgeON........ccccvviiieiiiece s 1:14-17

C. Grain Offering .....ccoviieiecie e e 2:1-16
1. Fine flour with oil (some burned, some for priests).............. 2:1-3

2. Baked or cooked With Ol ..o 2:4-10

3. Regulations: no leaven, no honey, but salt required......... 2:11-13

4. Firstfruits whole grain............ccccooevveieiie s 2:14-16

D. Peace Offering (fat on top of burnt offering).........ccccocoeeviininnnnns 3:1-17
1. From the herd, male or female..........cccccoovvvvieinnencicien 3:1-5

2. From the flock, male or female lamb........cccccccovvviireiinnenen. 3:6-11

3. From the flock, goat...........ccccovviieiiiiecc e, 3:12-16

4. Prohibition to eat fat or blood ............ccocvevivieveeie e 3:17

E. SiN OFfering .....ccoveiieie e 4:1-5:13
1. For a Priest’s Unintentional Sin.............ccoccvvvveeeeieeniiiinnnnen. 4:1-12

2. For Corporate Unintentional Sin...........c.ccccceevevveivevieennenn, 4:13-21

3. For a Ruler’s Unintentional Sin.........ccccccovvieiiiiiiieeeenee, 4:22-26

4. For a Common Person’s Unintentional Sin ..................... 4:27-35

5. Some specific sins requiring a sin offering.............cc.ccoeeee. 5:1-4

6. Confession and offering, lamb, bird, or flour .................... 5:5-13

F. Trespass Offering.......cccoveeieieieiiseseeeee s 5:14-6:7
1. Sins of ignorance require a ram and Mongy..................... 5:14-19

2. Sins require 120% restitution to another..............cccccevveneee. 6:1-7

I1. Law of Offerings, Instructions for the Priests............cccccevveriviiinnnnn. 6:8-7:38

The text now adds instructions for the priest as to the details of how to conduct various
offerings and what portions may be eaten.

A. Burnt Offering (fully burned) ... 6:8-13
B. Grain Offering ........coooviiiiriiiiee e 6:14-23
1. When the priest offers grain from another person ............ 6:14-18
2. When the priest offers his own grain offering ................ 6:19-23
C. SINOFFEIING....viiie e e 6:24-30



VI.

VIL.

VIIIL.

D. Trespass Offering........cccoeieeiiieiree e 7:1-10

E. Peace Offering ... 7:11-36

1. Instructions about eating the offering ...........c.ccccoveveinnne. 7:11-21

2. Prohibition to eat fat or blood ...........cccoovvviiiiiniicic 7:22-27

3. The portion for the Priests..........cccocvevvvieiieere e, 7:28-36
F. Summary of the Law of Offerings.........ccocoovveieienenencicienen 7:37-38
The Priestly MINIStry ... 8:1-10:20
A. Consecration of Aaron and HiS SONS.........cccccevvvviniinenc e 8:1-36
B. Beginning of the Priestly Ministry.........c.ccoooviiiiienininene 9:1-24
C. Sinful Ministry of Nadab and AbihU...........cccccevviiiiiice e, 10:1-7
D. Proper Priestly ConduCt ... 10:8-11
E. Completion of the day’s ministry .........cccceevrevviiiiiiiciinicieen, 10:12-20
REQUIALIONS ..o 11:1-20:27
A. Clean and unclean animals...........ccccocvvreiienininsieese e 11:1-47
B. ChildDirth ... 12:1-8
G LEPIOSY ..ttt 13:1-59
D. Cleansing a leper or leprous building ...........cccccoevveiieiciieceennne 14:1-47
E. Bodily diSCharges .........cccueieieiineieie e 15:1-32
F. The High Priest’s Day of Atonement ritual............cccocveriirieennnn. 16:1-34
G. Law 0f D100 ... 17:1-14
H. Uncleanness due to dead animals.............ccoovvvvevnnnnencnnniene. 17:15-16
[ Sexual MOrality ..o 18:1-30
Jo VarIOUS TAWS ... s 19:1-37
K. Penalties for Various Infractions............ccccccevvevenieeneenenieseenns 20:1-27
Regulations for the Priests ..o 21:1-22:16
A. All priests’ handling of death, grieving, marriage ............c.ccoceue.. 21:1-9
B. The High Priest’s handling of death, grieving, marriage............ 21:10-15
C. IMPErfECt PriEStS....ccv et 21:16-24
D. When the priest and his family can eat of the offerings............... 22:1-16
Acceptable Offerings ......ccocovieiiececce e 22:17-33
Weekly and Annual Feasts............ccoveveeiiiiieii e 23:1-44
AL SabDALN.......o 23:1-3
B. Passover and Unleavened Bread ............ccoceveiieniiieniencnie e, 23:4-8
LR |1 11 1] SR 23:9-14
D. WEEKS ...t s 23:15-22
B TIUMPETS ..o 23:23-25
F. Day of AIONEMENL........ccoviiiiiiieeee e 23:26-32
G. TADEINACIES ... 23:33-44
VarTOUS LAWS ...cvviiiciccieceee e 24:1-25:55
A. Tabernacle INStrUCIONS .........coveiieiiiieseee e 24:1-9
B. Law regarding blasphemy ..........cccooviiiiiiinice, 24:10-16, 23
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C. LEX TAlONIS. ..o 24:17-22

D. Seventh Year Sabbath and 501 Year ...........ccccceveveevevesveceiinnnnns 25:1-22
E. Redemption of property and persons sold out of poverty .......... 25:23-55
B1eSSINGS AN0 CUISES......veeviiieiieeiie et sre e e e 26:1-46
A. Exhortation to keep the first table of the Law..........cccccocviininne 26:1-2
B. Promise of blessing for obedience ...........ccccovevevieviciciiecie 26:3-13
C. First round of curses for disobedience ..........c.ccoovviveveiienennnns 26:14-17
D. Second round of curses for disobedience...........ccccoeveverernnienne. 26:18-20
E. Third round of curses for disobedience............ccoocvvvvivnininnne. 26:21-22
F. Fourth round of curses for disobedience .........cccccoceveviniivninne. 26:24-26
G. Fifth round of curses for disobedience............ccccocvvvnviiiininnns 26:27-39
H. God’s promise to remember the covenant .............cccccevvvernnne 26:40-45
I. Summary Statement Of LEVILICUS ..........coocvverieiiiiiic e 26:46
Redemption of property and persons dedicated to God.................... 27:1-34
YN O ) i o T=1 €570 ] OSSR 27:1-8
B. Of an animal .........ccoiieiiiiiieece e 27:9-13
C. OF @N0USE... .ot e 27:14-15
D. Of@field ..ccoeieieeee s 27:16-25
E. Exceptions of firstborn or unclean animals.............cccccoevernenee. 27:26-27
F. Certain un-redeemable thingsS.........ccccvvreiiieieien e 27:28-33
G. Summary of the BOOK ..........ccccoveiiiieiecccce e 27:34
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Outline of Numbers

The book of Numbers covers the initial preparation for entry into the promised land and
the failure of the people to obey God. It then summarizes key events in the 40 years of
wilderness wandering.

Outline

I, The First GENeration ..........ccccovereienenisisieiee e 1:1-25:18
A. Census of able-bodied men at least 20 years old (603,550)........... 1:1-46
B. The Levites were excluded from above Census............c.ccocvvvenene. 1:47-54
C. Configuration of the Camp........ccceieiiiiin 2:1-34
D. Census of all Levites (at least one month old, 22,000)................... 3:1-39
1. Census of firstborn of Israel (22,273) ......ccccccvivvviiinnnnnn 3:40-43

2. Redemption of 273 "extra" Israelite firstborn................... 3:44-51

E. LeVItICal DULIES ....c.eoviveieciesieee e 4:1-33
1. Duties of Sons of Kohath.............cccooviiiiiiiiiins 4:1-21

2. Duties of Eleazar the son of Aaron..........cccocevveveiieenieiiiennnn 4:16

3. Duties of Sons of Gershon ..........ccccevvvveieneie i 4:22-28

4. Duties of SONS of Merari........ccccoovvverveieiiieneee e 4:29-33

F. Census of 30- to 50-year old LeViteS..........cccccveveirevvciciieieens 4:34-49
1. Census of Kohathites (2,750)........ccccevrrereiiiinenenennn 4:34-37

2. Census of Gershonites (2,630).......cccccceveiverieiieeieeniennnenns 4:38-41

3. Census of Merarites (3,200)........ccccurvrireieeieneneneneneniens 4:42-45

G. VarioUS LAWS .....ccviiiiiiieiiiese et 5:1-6:21
1. Cleansing Of CAMP.....ccoiiiiriiieeee e 5:1-4

2. Law OF FECOMPENSE ....c.vveiieeciie e 5:5-10

3. Law Of JRalOUSY ......ccveuiiiiieiee e 5:11-31

4. Law of the Nazarite.........ccooeveriiiiiiiceeee e 6:1-21

5. The Aaronic BIESSING.......cccoeeriiiriiiiieieeese e 6:22-27

H. Tabernacle Dedication and operation .............c.ccccevevveieeiesieennnn 7:1-8:26
1. Offerings for dedication of the altar, one for each tribe ..... 7:1-88

2. Lighting of the Lamps........c.cocevveviiieie e, 7:89-8:4

3. Cleansing of the LeVIteS........cccviiirininiiieee e 8:5-23

4. Age of service for Levites (25 t0 50) .......ccccceveveiieieennnns 8:24-26

|, PASSOVET KEPT ... 9:1-14
1. The people obey God’s command ...........ccccceevvriveiiniicinenn. 9:1-5

2. Question of who can keep PassoVer..........ccccoceveveneienienn. 9:6-14

J. The cloud over the tabernacle and its guidance .............ccccceveenne 9:15-23
K. Journey from Sinai to wilderness of Paran .............ccccoeevvevnennee. 10:1-36
1. Silver trumpets and order of camp dispersal..................... 10:1-10

2. Israel breaks camp and moves from Sinai ...................... 10:11-36

L. The burden of caring for the people ..., 11:1-34
1. Israel complains t0 MOSES..........ccovririiiieieieesc e 11:1-8

2. Moses complains to the Lord...........cccoeeveieiiicie e, 11:9-15

3. 70 elders appointed to help bear Moses' burden.............. 11:16-30

4. Abundant quail provided, and judgment by plague........ 11:31-34
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M. Aaron and Miriam Complain ...........ccccceeveeieiieene e, 11:35-12:16

1. Journey from Kibroth-hattaavah to Hazeroth ...................... 11:35
2. Complaint of Miriam and Aaron...........ccccceevevivevesiieseennens 12:1-9
3. Miriam punished with leprosy and then healed............... 12:10-15
4. Journey from Hazeroth to wilderness of Paran.................... 12:16
N. Israel's rebellion and failure to enter the promised land ......... 13:1-14:45
1. 12 SPIES SENE..ecvviieieieeie et 13:1-25
2. 12 spies report (Caleb & Joshua for, 10 against)............ 13:26-33
3. Israel's rebellion and God's wrath at their lack of belief... 14:1-12
4. MOSES" INLEICESSION ..o cieeie et 14:13-19
5. God's pardon and punishment............c.ccccoveviveveiiiesnene. 14:20-35
6. Death of 10 spies; failed attempt to enter the land.......... 14:36-45
O. AdItIONAl LAWS........coiiiieiieieieie e 15:1-31
1. Law Of OFferingsS.......cocoveiiriiiiiiinieieeee e 15:1-21
2. SINS Of IgNOFANCE........covviiiiiecece e 15:24-31
3. The Sabbath ..o 15:32-36
4. Fringes on garments for reminders of the law ................ 15:37-41
P. Rebellion of KOrah ..o 16:1-50
1. Challenge to Moses' authority..........cccccevveveiiieieeie s, 16:1-15
2. Korah, 250 cohorts killed in judgment ...........c.ccocceenee. 16:16-40
3. Murmuring of the whole congregation and plague......... 16:41-50
4. Demonstration of Aaron's appointment by the Lord ........ 17:1-13
(O T |V, (o] (T I L PP 18:1-19:22
1. Levites' responsibility ... 18:1-7
2. Offerings to support the LeVites ..........ccccovveveevieieeviecnnenn, 18:8-32
3. Sacrifice of red heifer for purification ............c.ccccoeviinns 19:1-10
4. Law concerning death and uncleanness..................c....... 19:11-22
R. Moses fails to honor GOd ..........ccccevvevieieiiieieee e 20:1-12
1. Journey into desert of Zin and Kadesh; death of Miriam ...... 20:1
2. Provision of water at Meribah...............cccooveviiiiiiiennnne, 20:2-11
3. Moses' disObedience ..........ccocevvviiiiinicieee e 20:11-13
S. ContiNUEd JOUMEBYS ......coveiiiiiiiiieriieieeie e 20:14-21:35
1. Edom refuses Israel's request for passage.............c.coc..... 20:14-21
2. Journey from Kadesh to Mount HOr ...........cccoiniiiiicienn, 20:22
3. Death of Aaron (123 years old) ........cccccceevvevveieiiieiieenee. 20:23-29
4. War with Canaanites at Hormah ............cccocvevvieincnieenee. 21:1-3
5. Journey from mount Hor by the Red Sea.............cccccovvevnnnne. 21:4
6. Complaint of the people and fiery serpents ............cc.cocueuee. 21:5-9
7. Journey Oboth through many places to Pisgah............... 21:10-20
8. War with Amorites, defeat of Sihon ..........cccccveevviiieeennes 21:21-30
9. War with Bashan, defeat of Og..........ccccoovviviiiiiciiiiins 21:31-35
T. King Balak of Moab and False Prophet Baalam ..................... 22:1-25:18
1. Balak calls for Balaam to come and curse Israel ................ 22:1-7
2. God's instruction to Balak not to curse Israel ................... 22:8-12
3. Balak's PersiStenCe .........ccccvvvvieeiie i 22:13-20
4. Balaam's travel to meet Balak; Balaam's donkey ........... 22:21-35
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5. Balak and Balaam MEET ........oovvveeeeeeeeeee e 22:36-41

6. First prophecy of Balaam.............cccooviiiiicniniicncies 23:1-12

7. Second prophecy of Balaam ............ccccccovvveveeceiciesinenne. 23:13-26

8. Third prophecy of Balaam .............ccccoocvviiininininenn, 23:27-24:25

9. Adultery and idolatry with the Moabites..............c.cccevennnne 25:1-3

10. Judgment and plague...........cocevvreriniieee s 25:4-5

11. Phineas' zeal for GOd ..........cccvvvviiriniinieieie e 25:6-15

12. Command to war with the Midianites............cccccoevennene 25:16-18

I1. The Second Generation..........coceivereeeenieenesie e 26:1-36:13
AL CBNSUS ...ttt 26:1-65
1. Able-bodied men (at least 20 years old, 601,730) ............ 26:1-51

2. Land to be divided proportionally.............c.cccccevvviennnnen. 26:52-56

3. Census of Levites (at least one month old, 23,000)........ 26:57-65

4. Summary: none survived from the first generation ........ 26:63-65

B. Law of Inheritance (Daughters of Zelophehad, Part 1)................ 27:1-11
C. Moses to view the promised land and anoint Joshua.................. 27:12-23
D. Laws Of OFfEriNgS .......coovvieiieieieeeeeee e 28:1-30:16
1. Daily (morning and evening) offerings............ccccccevveivennnne 28:1-8

2. Sabbath OFferings .......cccooereienenrreeee e 28:9-10

3. Monthly offerings ........cccocevveieiiii e 28:11-15

4. Passover and Feast of Unleavened bread and offerings.. 28:16-31

5. Feast of Trumpets and offerings ...........cccoovevviieivevecnnnn, 29:1-11

6. Feast of Tabernacles and offerings ..........cccccoceveiinennnnn 29:12-40

7. Vows (husband intervention)...........ccccoeevieeieiieeveese e, 30:1-16

E. Battle with the Midianites ..........ccovvverveieiieeie e 31:1-54
1. The battle, including death of kings and Balaam.............. 31:1-11

2. Distribution of the spoils, offerings ..........ccccocvininennne 31:12-54

F. Inheritance of Reuben and Gad east of Jordan ...............cccccceuee. 32:1-42
G. Summary of Journeys from Egypt through the wilderness.......... 33:1-49
H. Directions for conquest of Canaan............ccccccevvveveiiiciieennenn, 33:50-36:13
1. Command to fully conquer the land of Canaan .............. 33:50-56

2. Borders of the [and...........cccooeiiiiiiiinice s 34:1-15

3. Appointment of leaders to divide the land...................... 34:16-29

4. Inheritance of the LeVIteS.........cccocevviiirieniieieieiecc e 35:1-8

5. Cities of refuge, laws about murder..........ccccccoevvvverrenenne 35:9-34

I. Law of Inheritance (Daughters of Zelophehad, Part 2) ................. 36:1-13

Notes

1. The parallel passages to Numbers 27:12-23 is Deuteronomy 34.
2. Chapter 32 includes the agreement of Reuben, Gad, and the half tribe of Mansseh to help
the other tribes in war on west of Jordan.
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Outline of Deuteronomy

This last book of the Pentateuch contains the record of the instruction of Moses to Israel
as the nation was still on the east side of the Jordan. Moses would not get to enter the Promised
Land. But he did instruct the nation by reviewing their history, giving them the law a second
time (deuteros=second, nomos=law). The text is full of law.

Outline
I. Introduction to Moses’ speeches to Israel...........ccoovviiiiiiiiiiiiiicnns 1:1-4
Il. Moses Reviews Israel’s History After the EXodus ............cccoeueeeee. 1:5-3:29
A. Command to journey to the Promised Land .............cccccoevveiernnnen. 1:5-8
B. Leaders nominated and appointed............coovvvrieieienenc s 1:9-18
C. Israel disobeys God by not entering Promised Land.................... 1:19-40
D. Israel disobeys God’s judgment against them..............cc.coeevvrnen. 1:41-46
E. Wilderness journeys for 38 Years .........ccccevvevveieeveeiieseese e 2:1-25
F. Defeat of Amorites Sihon (Heshbon) and Og (Bashan) ............ 2:26-3:22
G. Moses not permitted to enter the land.............cccccoeveiieiecieceenen. 3:23-29
1. Giving the Law AgaIN.......ccccoiiiiiieiecicseese e 4:1-26:19
A. Exhortation to obedience; eschew idolatry ...........ccccoovvvrviinrnenne. 4:1-40
B. Cities Of REfUQE.......ccveiicececce e 4:41-43
C. Introduction to the review of God’s 1aw ........cccceeveveiveeiiieecnen, 4:44-49
D. Review of the Ten Commandments..........c.ccoovevrrerenenenenennnnens 5:1-33
E. Love for God should be the foundation of obedience .................... 6:1-25
F. Holiness is crucial to the people’s relationship with God .............. 7:1-26
G. Remember (by obedience) that God is your provider.................... 8:1-20
H. Frequent rebellions of Israel and Moses’ intercession.............. 9:1-10:11
I. Fear God, walk in His ways, love Him, serve Him.................... 10:12-22
J. The blessing and the curse of the covenant.............ccccccevveiienen. 11:1-32
K. Single central altar to the true God, and support of Levites ........ 12:1-32
L. Dealing with false prophecy and idolatry.............ccccccoevienenne. 13:1-18
M. Various laws, because Israel is a holy people ............ccccvenee. 14:1-26:19
L. MOUINING. ...ttt 14:1-2
2. Clean and unclean animal meat ............cccocevvvieiverinennnne 14:3-21
3. Tithing, including every third-year tithe......................... 14:22-29
4. The Lord’s release from debts and helping the poor ........ 15:1-11
5. Bondservants and the seventh year.............cccoeovevieinnns 15:12-18
6. Offering of firstborn animals ...........ccccevivinniinnen, 15:19-22
N. ReView Of the FEaStS .......ccoiiiiiiieseeeee e 16:1-
1. PASSOVEN ..ttt 16:1-8
2. Feast of Weeks/Harvest/Firstfruits/Pentecost................... 16:9-12
3. Feast of Tabernacles .........ccccoevveveiceiiieve e 16:13-15
4. The men are required to appear at all three..................... 16:16-17
O. MOTE LAWS ..ottt 16:18-26:19
1L JUSHICR. .. 16:18-20
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V.

2. ldolatry and proper sacrifiCes.........ccccovevviiveieerieiiiennnn 16:21-17:7
3. Judging hard CASES ........ccerververiiriiinisieee e 17:8-13
4. Laws for future Kings.........cccvvveveeve i 17:14-20
5. “Inheritance” of priests and Levites..........ccoovriveririieiiiennns 18:1-8
6. Pagan practices forbidden..........cccccevvvievieeni i, 18:9-14
7. Israel was to listen to God’s prophet, not pagans ........... 18:15-22
8. Cities of Refuge and roads; law for murder...................... 19:1-13
9. Property DOUNCAries .........cccoveriieiiiieieee e 19:14
10. Law against false WItnesSes ..........cccvevverveervereeiieeseannens 19:15-21
LI WA s 20:1-20
12, MUPdEr MYSTEIY ..ot 21:1-9
13. Treatment of female captives.........ccccoevvieicieiiiinnnn, 21:10-14
14, Law of firsthorn ..o 21:15-17
15. Rebellious children ..........ccocvevviievieniiie e 21:18-21
16. A (justly) hanged man is accursed by God................... 21:22-23
17. Helping neighbors with lost animals and property ........... 22:1-4
18. Men’s and women’s clothing...........cccoceeiieiiiiiicniiiiienns 225
19. Miscellaneous aws ..........ccovvvereeieiie e 22:6-12
20. Sexual Morality ........ccccocevveeieeie e 22:13-30
21. People who are treated differently .............coccovviieinnnnn. 23:1-8
22. CleanlineSS/NYQIENE ........ccvevveiieieeie e 23:9-14
23. Miscellaneous 1aws ..........ccevveieiieeiiiere e 23:15-25
24, DIVOICR.....oviiie ittt 24:1-4
25. Miscellaneous 1aws .........cccvevvreeieeriesieneee e 24:5-25:4
26. Levirate Marriage ........ccoeevevueeeeseere e seese e 25:5-10
27. Miscellaneous laws ..........cccevveieiieiivere e 25:11-19
28. Firstfruits and tithes and remembrance of history .......... 26:1-15
29. Summary of the laws just cited, for Israel’s good ........ 26:16-19
Instructions for when Israel enters the land .............ccoccooviennen. 27:1-34:12
A. Build stone monument and altar ...........c.ccocvevvvieininnese i 27:1-10
B. Ritual portraying the blessing and cursing of the law................ 27:11-26
C. Prosperity of obedience, including international prominence...... 28:1-14
D. Curses of disobedience, with international shame..................... 28:15-68
E. COVENANE FENEWE ......ocvviiieiieiieieie e 29:1-29
F. Returning to God after failure will result in blessing ................... 30:1-10
G. Summary of the Law is to love and obey; this is not obscure ... 30:11-20
H. Joshua to be new leader ..........ccccevviieiiene e 31:1-8
I. Read the Law every seven years at Feast of Tabernacles.............. 31:9-13
J. God foretells of Moses’ death and Israel’s apostasy................... 31:14-18
K. Use a song to remind the nation of the above prophecy ............ 31:19-21
L. Moses wrote the song, inaugurated Joshua, finished the Law ... 31:22-30
M. The Song of Moses reviews the unrighteousness of Israel ......... 32:1-43
N. Moses exhorts the PeopPIe........cccoovveiiiiniiieee e 32:44-47
O. God instructs Moses about his death.............ccccooeviniiiinninnns 32:48-52
P. Moses blesses the tribesS.........cccovvvieiieii e 33:1-29
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Notes
1.

2.

Q. Death OF MOSES .....cvveiviiiiecctie ettt 34:1-8
RUEPHOQUE ... 34:9-12

Word or words is found in in 50 verses of the book of Deuteronomy, including 1:1 and
the famous 8:3 quoted by Jesus during His wilderness temptation.

Note that obedience to the Law of God came with a promise of physical longevity: 5:33,
6:2, 8:1.

It is worth noting that “man stealing” or kidnapping for slavery is assigned by God the
death penalty (24:7). Human trafficking for any reason is repulsive to God.

Note the opposite fate of obedience and disobedience with the “head” and “tail”
metaphors (28:13, 44).

The conundrum in 29:2-4 of “seeing but not seeing” is resolved by the doctrine of
regeneration. Before salvation, a person can see events and truths but not grasp them in a
meaningful way. When God illuminates the person’s eyes, then he can see with true
understanding what those events mean.
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Outline Joshua

Joshua assumed leadership over the nation after the death of Moses. He was the new
theocratic leader: not exactly a king, but close. In the system established by God through Moses,
he did not have all authority because of the direct revelatory channel to God and the separation
of religious powers.

Outline

I. Preparation and initial entrance to promised land...............cccccoveeee. 1:1-5:12
A. God commands and encourages JoShua..........ccccccevveveiieieeie s, 1:1-9

B. Joshua commands the people to prepare to cross Jordan............. 1:10-18

C. Spies sent to Jericho; Rahab protects them ..........ccccccoveeeiievinenen, 2:1-24

D. Israel Crosses JOrdan.........cocveueiierreienieneese e e eee e enee e 3:1-17

E. Memorial erected to remind future generations ............cc.cccevveeeennnne 4:1-9

F. Israel completes the Jordan Crossing .........c.ccocevvevenenenenenennnnn 4:10-24

G. New generation iS CIrCUMCISE ........cccccveveerieiieseece e 5:1-9

H. Passover celebrated; manna CeaSsES .........cvvvvvvvereiviiiieeeeeiiiee e 5:10-12

I1. Conquering the nation-states of the promised land........................ 5:13-13:6
A. Lord speaks to Joshua about taking Jericho.............ccccccevvinennenn 5:13-6:5

B. Defeat Of JErCNO .....ccvoviiieiee s 6:6-27

C. Achan’s sin, discovery, and punishment..............c.ccceoveveiievnennnnn, 7:1-26

D. Defat Of All..cueeiiiieiicie et 8:1-29

E. Covenant renewal SErVICE..........ocveiveiiieiie i 8:30-35

F. Gibeonites trick I1Sraelites ........ccoovvevveieiieie e 9:1-27

G. Gibeon attacked; defended by Israel...........c.cccccovveveiieiicininennn. 10:1-27

H. Defeat of southern nation-States.............ccecvveeeriveresieeneee s 10:28-43

I. Defeat of northern nation-states under Hazor..............c.ccccoveneee. 11:1-15

J. Summary of land taken and kings conquered .............c.......... 11:16-12:24

K. Land remaining to be taken.............c.cccovveviiieiiiie e, 13:1-6

I1l. Division of the Land

A. East of Jordan: Reuben, Gad, ¥2 Manasseh...........ccccceeevevvreeennee. 13:7-33

B. West of Jordan: 9 %2 tribes........cccccevvveiieiiiicieece e 14:1-22:34

IO 191 (0o [FTox (oo S RSRSN 14:1-5

2. Caleb inherits HEDIoN ........ccccoeveiviiie e, 14:6-15

3. Borders of Judah .........ccccoevieiiiie 15:1-12

4. Caleb’s inheritance is within Judah .....................cccoc. 15:13-19

5. Cities of Judah.........ccooveeiiiieee e 15:20-63

6. Borders of Ephraim.........cccccoveviiiiic i 16:1-10

7. Borders of West Manasseh ...........cccoccvevevvereiieneeneennnns 17:1-18

8. Survey and lots cast for rest of land............c.cccccvveiinnnnn. 18:1-10

9. Borders of Benjamin ..........coceveveninininieienese e 18:11-20

10. Cities of Benjamin ........ccccccvevieeiieiiiie e 18:21-28

11. Cities of Simeon, within Judah’s borders ..........cccccceeeinns 19:1-9

12. Borders and cities of Zebulun.............cccoooviiiiiiinnn, 19:10-16
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Notes

o

13. Borders and cities of Issachar ..........cccccovveeevecieeeeeeia, 19:17-23

14. Borders and cities of ASNer.........ccoovveiieiiiieiieiinns 19:24-31
15. Borders and cities of Naphtali................cccoovevviieiienns 19:32-39
16. Borders and cities of Dan........ccccccevvvveiienieieiienees 19:40-48
17. City for Joshua.........cccoeveeiiiic e 19:49-50
18. Summary of inheritance for the tribes ..........ccccccoevvvenenne. 19:51
C. CitieS OF FEfUQE ..c.vveee e 20:1-9
D. CitieS fOr the LeVITES ......ccviiieieeie e 21:1-42
E. God’s promise fulfilled..........cccccoviiniiiiiiiii e, 21:43-45
F. Reuben, Gad, and half Manasseh return east...........ccccceeeeevvereeennee, 22:1-9
G. Controversy over memorial altar .............cccccvevevieeiv i 22:10-34
Close of the period of conquESt ...........ccccevveviveiiiiieieerec, 23:1-722777777
A. Joshua charges the people to love God, finish conquest.............. 23:1-16
B. Joshua reviews Israel’s history with the nation..............c.cceeiennne 24:1-13
C. Joshua calls Israel to fear the Lord and serve Him ................... 24:14-15
D. Covenant renewed, With Warnings.........ccccceeevvevesieeseccie s 24:16-28
E. Joshua and Eleazar the priest die...........ccoovoviiiiieniieniiie 24:29-33

The people of Israel were supposed to circumcise their male children on the 8™ day after
birth. For the entire wilderness wandering they did not exercise that mark of the
Abrahamic covenant and thus were in disobedience. The episode in chapter 5 corrects
that disobedience.

Achan brazenly violated clear instructions given to the people. His covetousness made
willing to sin to get what he wanted. Had he trusted the Lord, he would have partaken of
spoils later in the congquest—and if not garments and gold (see Joshua chapter 8), then
land, homes, vineyards, etc. when the land was distributed.

Joshua 12:20 explains that the LORD hardened the hearts of the kings of the land to resist
God’s people so that they could be destroyed by the nation of Israel. Hardening of the
heart is of particular importance in Exodus with Pharaoh. This was in fulfillment of more
ancient prophecy found in Genesis 15:16. “The iniquity of the Amorites is not yet
complete” alludes to the fact that God was permitting those nations to go along in sin,
giving them plenty of time to repent, but knowing that they would not choose to do so.
When the time was fulfilled, God knew He would be sending judgment upon them.

Note the repetition of the statements about Levi, who received no inheritance (13:14,
13:33). Note particularly what was their inheritance. See also 14:3, 18:7.

Great detail about the borders of the tribal regions are found starting in chapter 15.
Important footnotes are left in the text to show that the people of Israel did not complete
the task God gave them—to drive out or eliminate the inhabitants of the land. Judah did
not finish removing the Jebusites from Jerusalem (15:63), nor the Ephraimites the
Canaanites (16:10). See also 17:12.

Chapters 15-17 address the tribes that went to the north and those to the south. But as of
chapter 18, seven of the tribes did not have their allotment of land set. Joshua indicates in
18:3 that they had neglected to get on with the program.
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Outline of Judges

The book of Judges recounts the history of Israel between Joshua and Samuel, about 325

years.
Outline

L. INTrOAUCTION ... 1:1-3:4

A. Further, but partial, conquest of the land ...........c.ccccoeoverirnne. 1:1-36

B. Summary of the book of Judges...........ccceevevieiiiie i 2:1-3:4

I. Cycles of Apostasy, Oppression, and Relief.............ccccevvevvennne. 3:5-16:31

A Mesopotamia/Othniel, Moab/Ehud, Philistia/Shamgar ....... 3:5-3:31

B. Canaan/Deborah and Barak ............ccocovviviineneicicseeeen, 4-5

C. Midian/Gideon (Jerubbaal) ............ccooeriiiiiiii 6-8

D. Abimelech the NON-JUAGE........coveieeiieccceee e 9

E. 0] - T - R 10:1-5

F. Ammon/Jephthah ..o 11-12:7

G. Ibzan, Elon, AbdON ..........coovviiieiiiiecee e 12:8-12:15

H. Philistia/SamSON.........cccoviiiiiiiiiiieee s 13:1-16:31

1. EXamples Of APOSTASY.......cccveiiiieiieie e 17-21

A Micah’s images, priest, and the Danites ............ccoccevvveiiriennnnn 17-18

B. The Levite, his concubine, and the Benjamites ....................... 19-21

Notes: Theme Verses

1. “And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD and served Baalim.”
2:11, 3:7,3:12, 4:1, 6:1, 8:33, 10:6, 13:1

2. “In those days there was no king in Israel, but every man did that which was right in his
own eyes.” 17:6, 18:1, 19:1, 21:25
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Outline of Ruth

The book of Ruth recounts the story of Elimelech, Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz. It is important
in Biblical history because it establishes the family history of David.

Outline

I. Naomi Widowed and Ruth Comes into Israel .........cccoovvveveeiviieennne. 1:1-1:22
A. Deaths of Elimelech, Mahlon, Chilion in Moab.........ccc........... 1:1-5

B. Orpah Returns; Ruth Stays with NaOmMi.........ccccceeevinvinnnne. 1:6-18

C. Naomi and Ruth Return to Bethlehem.......cccvvvveveviiiviie, 1:19-22

Il. Boaz Shows Kindness to Ruth and NaOmMi .........oovvvvevveeeeeeeeeeene 2:1-23
A Ruth Happens Upon the Field of Boaz ..........cccccoeviiiniiininnne. 2:1-7

B. Kindness of Boaz t0 RULN ........eveeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 2:8-16

C. NaOMi AdVISES RULN ....eeeeie e eeeeeeeaeeeeeeees 2:17-23

I, The Marriage PropoSal.........c.ccuieieiireiiniiisiseeeeee e 3:1-18
A. Naomi Advises RUth Again .........cccccvevveieieeie e 3:1-5

B. Ruth Discreetly Proposes Levirate Responsibility to Boaz ...... 3:6-9
C. Boaz Takes Responsibility, If Nearer Relative Will Not...... 3:10-18

IV. The Redemption of RUth..........cccoiiiiiiii e, 4:1-21
A Boaz Makes Arrangements Before the City Elders................. 4:1-12
B. Boaz Marries Ruth and They Have a Son, Obed....................... 4:13
C. Blessedness of NaOMi ......cccveviieieeiiie e 4:14-17
D. The Lineage of David the King ........cccccoceeveiievicciieiecs 4:18-22

Notes: Important Concepts

1. Gleaning from the Field. Lev 19:9-10 teaches that the farmers were not to harvest every
last bit of grain from their fields. This was to provide some for the poor and strangers to
harvest for themselves. Note that the Barley harvest starts in April and can run until July
in some areas of Israel.

2. Kinsman redeemer. Close relative responsible for avenging the blood of a killed family
member, one who would buy property or take care of other legal matters for his relative.
Lev 25:25.

3. Levirate marriage. If a man died with no children, his brother was to take the widow

and have a child with her, in the brother’s name, in order to continue the family line. Deut
25:5-10.

4. Was there a tie between the office of redeemer and levirate marriage? Possibly. Ruth 4:4
speaks of purchasing land; 4:5 ties that specifically with carrying out the levirate
responsibility, and in 3:13 Boaz says he will “redeem” Ruth and this clearly implies
marriage.
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. Character of Boaz. Wealthy (2:1), godly (2:4), kind (2:8-9, 14-16; cf. Isa 58:6-7, Ps.
41:1).

. Character of Ruth. Good reputation (2:11, 3:11), faith in the true God (2:11). Note
Matt. 1:3-6.
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Outline of 1 Samuel

The book of 1 Samuel recounts the story of Samuel, his relationship to the first two kings
of Israel, Saul and David, and the history of the start of the monarchy.

Outline

I. The Birth of Samuel and His Call...........ccccccoovviiiiiniiieiece 1:1-3:21
A. Distress of Hannah and Samuel’s birth and dedication ....1:1-1:2:11

B. Sin’s of Eli’s sons and the rebuke of Eli.................... 2:12-17, 22-36

C. Samuel’s early life ......ccccociiiiiiii e, 2:18-21

D Samuel’s call to the prophetic office ...........cccoviriiiiiiiiiinnns 3:1-21

Il. Loss of the Ark to the Philistines and Its Recovery...........cc.ccccun.... 4:1-7:17
A Loss of the Ark of the Covenant; Death of Eli and his sons...4:1-22

B. Philistine possession of the Ark brings curse ..........c.ccocvvees 5:1-12

C. Return of the Ark to ISrael ........cccooeviiiiiniiiiee s 6:1-21

D. Israel repents and Philistines are conquered..............c.ccoeee. 7:1-14

E. Samuel was the last of the judges in Israel .............c..c.......... 7:15-17

I11.  Selection of Saul and His ReIgN .........cccevveiiiiieiiee e 8:1-15:35
A Samuel’s sons did not judge honestly..........cccovvirieeiiiicrnenn. 8:1-3

B Israel demands a king and the Lord’s reply .......ccocovevveiiennnnn. 8:4-22

C. Saul anointed as first king; Spirit comes on him ............... 9:1-10:16

D. Saul installed as King .........ccccoovevveveiieiiece e 10:17-27

E Saul leads Israel in victory over AMmMON..........ccoccevenernnnns 11:1-13

F. Samuel’s address to the people; their confession .......... 11:14-12:25

G Saul leads Israel against Philistines..........cc.cc......... 13:1-7, 15-14:52

H Saul offers sacrifices to the Lord ..........ccoceveveveieicinnnnnn, 13:8-14*

l. Saul spares Agag and the spoil from the Amalekites ......... 15:1-35*

IV. Selection of David and the Conflict Between David and Saul ....16:1-31:13

A David anointed as next king; Spirit comes on him ............... 16:1-13
B Spirit of God departs from Saul ............cccoeviiiiiiiiiiee, 16:14-23
C David and Goliath .........ccouveiiiiiiiiccee e 17:1-58
D. Conflict between Saul, David, Jonathan..............cc.......... 18:1-24:22
E. Samuel’s death ... 25:1
F. David, Nabal, and Abigail ........c.ccccevvvieiiieiie e 25:2-44
G More conflict between Saul, David ...........ccceeeevcivieeennee, 26:1-27:12
H Saul consults the medium at Endor..........cc.cccoeveevvveecnneennee. 28:1-25*
l. David defeats the AmaleKites ..........cccovveviiivieiiiiiiieeeee, 29:1-30:31
J. Death of Saul, Jonathan, his other two sons............ccccceuvee.. 31:1-13

Notes

1. Samuel’s name means “heard by God.” This is indicated in 1:20 and 1:27.
2. The * symbol in the outline indicates egregious sins of Saul for which the kingdom was
taken away from him and his family line.
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Notice the contrast between 10:24 and 16:7.

We must correlate of Deut 17:14-20 with 1 Sam chapter 8, 12:17; and 13:14, chapter 16
regarding the kingship in Israel in order to understand 1 Samuel properly.

Many have rightly suggested that David was meant to be Israel’s first king.

Notice the corruption of the priesthood, particularly chapter 2.

Notice the improper use of the Ark in 4:3.
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Outline of 2 Samuel

The book of 2 Samuel recounts the history of David, and continues the history of the
Israelite monarchy started in 1 Samuel.

Outline

I. David Secures the Kingdom over Southern and Northern Tribes ... 1:1-7:29
A. David’s reaction to Saul’s death .............ccccceeeviiiiiiiiinncs 1:1-1:27

B. David made king over Judah; reigns in Hebron........................ 2:1-7

C. David secures the kingdom against Saul’s house ................ 2:8-4:12

D. David made king over remainder of tribes; reigns in Zion.....5:1-16

E. David secures the kingdom against the Philistines............... 5:17-25

F. The Ark brought t0 Zion ........cccovieiiiiieee 6:1-6:23

G. The Davidic Covenant; David’s desire to build the temple.... 7:1-29

I1. David Extends the Kingdom............ccccovevviieieieieenne. 8:1-10:19; 12:26-31
A War against Philistia, Moab, Syria, Ammon, Amalek............ 8:1-18

B. David shows kindness to Mephibosheth, Saul’s son .............. 9:1-13

C. War against Ammon, SYra........ccccoeevveeneeieneenne 10:1-19; 12:26-31

[11. David’s Sin with Bathsheba.............ccccoiviiiiiiii e, 11:1-12:25
A. Adultery and MUrder.........ccccviveiieiece e 11:1-27

B. David repents at the prodding of Nathan .............cc.cceceeenee. 12:1-14

C. David and Bathsheba’s first child dies............ccccceeeviieeennns 12:15-23

D. SOIOMON DOMN ... 12:24-25

IV. Absalom’s Revolt Against David ..........cccoooeviiiciiiicnc 13:1-19:14
A. Amnon rapes Tamar; Absalom takes revenge....................... 13:1-33

B. Absalom flees from David and then returns................... 13:34-14:33

C Absalom revolts against David; David flees.................... 15:1-17:29

D David defeats Absalom; Joab kills Absalom.................... 18:1-19:14

V. David Re-secures the Kingdom .........cccooeiiiininnniniceee, 19:15-24:25
A. Sheba’s revolt and death ............ccccoeeoviiiiiiii e, 20:1-26

B. Saul’s sons Killed .......cccvveeiieiiiiiiiiii e, 21:1-14

C. David defeats PhiliStineS..........ccccoocereviiiiniiiene e 21:15-22

D. David’s psalm of VICtOry.......cccooivvriiiiiiiiic e 22:1-51

E. David’s last words; his special forces/body guards.............. 23:1-39

F. David numbers ISrael .........cccccovveveeieieieeceee e 24:1-25

Notes

1. David’s numbering of Israel in chapter 24 was among the egregious sins of David from
which great difficulties came. Notice from chapter 13 on how David’s house was torn
apart. Sin has consequences, even if forgiven.
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Chapter 12 is parallel to Psalm 32 and 51.

Samuel 22 is nearly identical to Psalm 18.

Key verses: 11:27b.

Food for thought: Why does the Bible contain verses like 2 Sam 23:20?

Notice 2 Sam 6:1-7 where the Ark is carried on a wagon; Num 7:1-9 and 4:4-6 clearly
say that the Ark and the other furniture of the tabernacle was to be carried by hand by the
Kohathites, and not on wagons.

Notice the importance of 2 Sam 7 (Davidic covenant) throughout the rest of history
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Outline of 1 Kings

The book of 1 Kings recounts the death of David, the history of Solomon, the division of
the Kingdom into northern and southern sections, several of the kings of those two kingdoms,
and Elijah the prophet.

Outline
I. Death of David and Transfer of Kingdom to Solomon.................... 1:1-2:46
A. SICKNESS OF DAV ..o 1:1-4
B. Plot of Adonijah and promise of the kingdom to Solomon . 1:5-1:31
C. Solomon coronated King .........ccocvvvveivevicieceece e 1:32-53
D. David’s last words to SOlomon ..........cccceeevieeeviee e, 2:1-12
E. Solomon secures the kingdom ..., 2:13-2:46
I, Solomon’s ACHIVILIES......ccurieeiiiiiie i 3:1-11:43
A Marriage to Pharaoh’s daughter.............cccooviiiieiiciicinnn 3:1-2
B. Prayer for WiSOM..........ccocuiiiiiieie e 3:3-28
C. Solomon’s court, wealth and wisdom............cccceevvveeeeiiiieeens 4:1-34
D. Solomon’s pact with Hiram of Tyre .........ccccovvviiiiiiiiiniinnns 5:1-18
E. The building of the temple and other buildings................... 6:1-7:51
F. The dedication of the temple.........ccocoovviviieiiciee e, 8:1-66
G. Renewal of DavidiC COVENANT ..........ccoveieieerieiie e 9:1-9
H. Solomon’s fame, wisdom, ProSperity .........cccocerevvervennne. 9:10-10:29
l. Solomon’s many wives, idolatry, and God’s anger .............. 11:1-13
J. Solomon’s enemies aroused by the Lord............cccooveiinnnine 11:14-25
K. Rise 0f JEeroboam..........cccevviieiiiesie e 11:26-40
L. Death of SOloMON .....ccviiiiiiie 11:41-43
1. The Kingdom SPHtS........cccoiveiiiiiiiece e 12:1-33
A. Rehoboam made King ... 12:1-15
B. Revolt and Jeroboam made king of north (Israel) .............. 12:16-24
C. Jeroboam plunges Israel into idolatry ... 12:25-33
IV. Reigns of Israelite and Judean Kings..........cccooevvienininieninniennnn. 13:1-16:34
A Jeroboam of Israel..........cccovviiieiii e, 13:1-14:20
B. Rehoboam of Judah...........c.cccevviiiiiiiicce e 14:21-31
C. Abijam of Judah ..., 15:1-8
D. ASA OF JUAAN.....coiiiieece e 15:9-24
E. Nadab of ISrael..........cccooieiiie e 15:25-31
F. Baasha of ISrael..........cccccveviieiiie e 15:32-16:7
G. Elah, Zimri of Israel.........cccoooiiii, 16:8-20
H. OMITOF ISF@€L ... 16:21-27
l. Ahab OF ISrael........ccooiiiii 16:28-34
V. Elijjah’s Career .......cccviviiiiiiiiiiiiicseses e 17:1-19:21
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A. Drought and miracles associated therewith ..................... 17:1-18:19

B. Prophets of Baal Killed.............ccooooiiiiiiie 18:20-40

C. RAIN .o s 18:41-46

D. Elijah flees to Mount Horeb and meets God there................ 19:1-18

E. Elisha called to prophetic ministry .........ccccoceecvevevveieennnn, 19:19-21

VI Ahab’s REIZN ..oviiiiiiiiiiiiieiee e 20:1-22:40
A War between Ahab and Ben-hadad of Syria...........c.cc.ccoee..e. 20:1-43

B. Ahab and the vineyard of Naboth ...........cccccooeviviiiiiinen, 21:1-29

C. Death of Ahab in battle against Syria...........cccccoeeiiiinennnne 22:1-40

VI FUMNEr KNGS ..o 22:41-22:53
D. Jehosphaphat of Judah ............c.ccoeeieiiiii, 22:41-50

E. Ahaziah of ISrael ..........cccoovviiiiii 22:51-53

Notes

1. The dedication of the temple in 1 Kings 8 is very significant in Israel’s history.

2. Notice the downfall of Solomon (1 Kings 11) as it relates to Deut. 17:16-17.

3. Notice the seeds of destruction planted in the Northern Kingdom: 1 Kings 12:25-33.

4. Note the account of Elijah’s prophetic “battle” with the prophets of Baal in 1 Kings 18.
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Outline of 2 Kings

The book of 2 Kings continues the history of Israel by recounting further information
about Elijah and Elisha, various kings in the northern and southern kingdoms, and the falls of
both kingdoms to foreign powers.

The outline below is organized topically instead of strictly by chapter and verse.

Outline
I. Further Kings of the Northern and Southern Kingdoms................ 1:1-10:36
A. Death of Ahaziah of Israel .........cccccoevvviiiiiiii e, 1:1-18
B. Elijah and EliSha ... 2:1-25
C. Jehoram of ISrael........cocvviiiiiiiii 3:1-27
D. Miracles and other works of Elisha ...........cccccevvveeiiiieeinenn, 4:1-8:15
E. Jehoram of Judah ........ccoeiicviiiiiii e 8:16-24
F. Ahaziah of JUdah..........coocviiiii e 8:25-29
G. Jehu of Israel defeats Joram, Ahaziah, Jezebel.................... 9:1-9:37
H. Jehu of Israel defeats sons of Ahab, prophets of Baal .......... 10:1-31
l. Israel oppressed by Hazael of Syria...........ccccccevvevviieinnnen. 10:32-36
I1. Southern Kings.......c.ccocovververnenne. 11:1-12:21; 14:1-22; 15:1-7; 15:32-16:20
A. Athaliah and JOash .........ccccevviiiiiiii e 11:1-21
B. Joash of Judah and his reforms..........ccccvvvieiiic e, 12:1-21
C. AMaAziah of JUAAN .......ooovviiiiii e 14:1-22
D. Azariah/Uzziah of Judah...........ccccoovvieiiiiiice e 15:1-7
E. Jotham of Judah ..........ccoviiiiiii e 15:32-38
F. Ahaz of JUAN ..o 16:1-20
[1l. Northern Kings of Jehu’s Dynasty................ 13:1-13:25; 14:23-29; 15:8-12
A. Jeh0ahaz Of ISrael.......ccccvvviiiiiiii e 13:1-9
B. Jehoash/Joash of Israel; Elisha’s death.......................... 13:10-13:25
C. Jeroboam [T of ISrael .........ccovveicveeiiiii e 14:23-29
D. Zechariah of ISFael .....c..ocovvviiiiiiiec e, 15:8-12
IV. Decline and Fall of the Northern Kingdom ....... 15:13-31; 17:1-41; 18:9-12
A. Shallum OF ISFA€H .....ocoiieeiie e 15:13-16
B Menahem Of ISFael ........ccoviiviiiiiiicee e 15:17-22
C Pekahiah of ISFael.........ccooviviiiiiciee e 15:23-26
D Pekah of ISrael..........coovviiiiiiiii e 15:27-31
E Hoshea of Israel and Fall of Israel (722 B.C.) .......... 17:1-6; 18:9-12
F. Commentary on Fall of Israel ..........ccccooveiieiiiiiiie e, 17:7-23
G Influx of people to replace deported Israelites.................... 17:24-41
V. Hezekiah of Judah and His Sons to Josiah of Judah..... 18:1-8; 18:13-21:26
A. Early reign.. ..o 18:1-8
B. Defeat of Sennacherib; Isaiah’s prophecy ..................... 18:13-19:37
C. HezeKiah’s 11INESS ..vvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiieierererererererereresererererenen. 20:1-21
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D. Manasseh of JUdan .........oooveeiiii e 21:1-18

E. AMON Of JUdaN ..., 21:19-26

V1. Josiah of Judah and His Sons to the Fall of Jerusalem................ 22:1-25:30
A. Early reign.....oceeecece e 22:1-7
B. Discovery of the Law; Reforms...........ccccoevviiiiiincnnnn, 22:8-23:30
C. Jehoahaz of Judah ........c.ccoceviiiii i 23:31-33
D. Eliakim/Jehoiakim installed as king in south................... 23:34-24:6
E. Jehoiachin of Judah..........cccoeeveiiiiiii e 24:7-12
F. Initial incursion of Nebuchadnezzar (605, 592) ................. 24:13-16
G. Zedekiah/Mattaniah of Judah...........cccccoeviiiiiii e, 24:17-20
H. Fall of JErusalem ..........coocuiieiiiiiie e 25:1-21
l.

Gedaliah the governor; Jehoiachin honored in Babylon..... 25:22-30

Notes

1. The kings of the northern kingdom (lIsrael) can be divided into four dynasties and one last
one that covers the period of the northern kingdom’s fall:
a. First dynasty: Jeroboam I, Nadab
b. Second dynasty: Baasha, Elah, Zimri, Tibni
c. Third dynasty: Omri, Ahab, Ahaziah, Joram
d. Fourth dynasty: Jehu, Jehoahaz, Jehoash, Jeroboam 11, Zechariah
e. Kings of the fall of Israel: Shallum, Menahem, Pekahlah Pekah, Hoseah
2. Why did the north have these four dynasties and the south did not have any?
3. From Shallum to the end of the northern kingdom, there is only one family connection
between kings (Pekahiah is the son of Menahem but the others are “random™).
Key verses: note 17:7-23; 24:20
The latter years of Judah are punctuated by two good kings: Hezekiah and Josiah. Each
were followed by two or three evil sons/grandsons.
6. Notice the grace of God in 2 Kings 13:23.
Notice 2 Kings 19:35-36. Who killed the Assyrians? Who is that?
8. 2 Kings 23:10 recounts the transformation of Topheth in the valley of Hinnom into a
garbage dump, later in history to be used as an illustration of the continual burning of
Hell (Mark 9:47-48).

ok~

~

30



Outline of 1 Chronicles

The book of 1 Chronicles rehearses the history of Israel under David. 2 Chronicles picks
up the history at Solomon and continues through the fall of Jerusalem. Therefore, these two
books cover events mostly covered in 1 & 2 Samuel and 1 & 2 Kings. However, these books
seem to have more detailed accounts of the earlier events in some cases. Thus, they have an
important place in the canon. Their genealogical data is also very important for the Jew
particularly and is, as all other Biblical material, inspired of God.

Outline
I. The Genealogies from Adam to David ..........cccoooeviiiiiiiiinieien, 1:1-9:44
A. Early genealogies.........cccovvveeiieieiie e 1:1-1:54
B. Genealogies of the 12 Tribes .......ccccoovieiiienciieiee 2:1-9:44
I1. The Death of Saul and HiS SONS ..........cccooiiiiiiiniiice e 10:1-14
[, David’s ReIGN ....ocviiiiiiiiiiiiicieccec e 11:1-29:30
A. David’s consolidation of the kingdom; his army............. 11:1-12:40
B. The Ark of the Covenant.........cccccveeveeeeiiivieeeen, 13:1-14, 15:1-16:43
C. Various military events during David’s reign......14:1-17, 18:1-20:8
D. The Davidic COVENANT ........cccoveiiiiriierieeeeee s 17:1-27
E. David’s sin of taking the census ...........ccceviiiieninniicneenn 21:1-30
F. Preparations for the temple ... 22:1-19
G. Divisions of the LeVIteS ..........cccvviireinincieencseeeee 23:2-26:32
H. David’s ATMY....cooiiuiiieiiiieisese et 27:1-34
l. David’s last words to the people............c.ce..... 28:1-29:19, 29:26-30
J. Solomon installed as King .........ccccovvvvevieveiieseeenn, 23:1, 29:20-25
Notes

1. Compare 1 Chronicles 21:1 with 2 Sam 24:1. How do you resolve any tension here?
2. Notice David’s last words. Last words are often are very significant.
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Outline of 2 Chronicles

The book of 2 Chronicles rehearses the history of Israel under Solomon and continues
through the fall of Jerusalem.

Outline
I. Reign of SOIOMON .....ocvoiiiiiiic e 1:1-9:31
A. Wisdom of SolomOoN .........ccooveiiiiiiiccee e 1:1-17
B Building and furnishing of the Temple............ccocoviiinnee. 2:1-5:14
C. Solomon’s prayer and the glory of the Lord.............cccene.. 6:1-7:22
D Other activities of SOIOMON ..........cccovveiiiie e, 8:1-9:31
I1. The Division of the Kingdom — Rehoboam and Jeroboam.......... 10:1-12:16
11, The History of Judah.........ccoooieiiiiiii 13:1-36:21
A. Abijah of Judah ... 13:1-22
B. Asa of JUdaN........ccoeiii 14:1-16:14
C. Jehoshaphat of Judah .............cccooveiiiiii, 17:1-20:37
D. Jehoram of Judah ........ccooeiiiiii 21:1-20
E. Ahaziah of Judah..............cccoovieiiii 22:1-9
F. Athaliah usurps the throne ............ccoovviiiiieise 22:10-12
G. Joash of Judah.........ccccoviiiiii e 23:1-24:27
H. Amaziah of Judah ... 25:1-28
l. Uzziah of Judah..........ccccoveiiiiieee e 26:1-23
J. Jotham of Judah ... 27:1-9
K. Ahaz of Judah ..o 28:1-27
L. Hezekiah of Judah..........ccccooveiiiii 29:1-32:33
M. Manasseh of Judah...........cccoeoeiieiicie e 33:1-20
N. Amon of Judah ..., 33:21-25
0. Josiah of Judah...........cooeieiiii 34:1-35:27
P. Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, an Zedekiah of Judah...... 36:1-16
Q. The end of the southern kKingdom ............ccccoeevveviiiecnenen. 36:17-21
IV. The Decree of Cyrus, 538 B.C........ccooevveiiiiicececceee e, 36:22-23
Notes

1. Notice chapter 1 and how Solomon starts; compare this with the end of his reign.
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Outline of Ezra

In chronological terms, Ezra comes after 2 Chronicles 36:22-23; in fact, the decree of

Cyrus first seen there is repeated in Ezra 1:1-4 as well as 6:3-5 (looking back from a later point
in history). This is an important decree in Israelite history, as it marked the fulfillment of
Jeremiah’s prophecy (25:11-13, 29:10). Ezra records the initial return of Zerubbabel and Ezra,
the rebuilding of the temple, and Ezra’s reforms. Ezra is a contemporary of the prophets Haggai
and Zechariah.

Note the following historical information:

Three Phases of Exile Three Phases of Return
605 B.C. (Daniel) 538 B.C. (Zerubbabel)
597 B.C. (Jehoiachin) 458 B.C. (Ezra)

586 B.C. (Zedekiah) 444 B.C. (Nehemiah)

In the first phase of the return, the focus is on the rebuilding of the temple; in the second

phase, the moral rebuilding of the people; and in the third phase, the rebuilding of the city itself.

Outline

I. First phase of return: Zerubbabel leads in rebuilding of temple......1:1-6:22
A. Decree of Cyrus and return of temple items..........c.ccceevenee. 1:1-11
B. ROII O FELUINEES. ..ot 2:1-70
C. Worship re-instituted in Jerusalem ............cccoceeveviiieiieieennnn, 3:1-6
D. First phase of temple re-construction, political obstacles....3:8-4:24
E. Second phase of temple re-construction, more politics.....5:1-6:15*
F. Passover re-instituted in Jerusalem...........ccccocooeienininnnnnn. 6:16-22

Il. Second phase of return: Ezra’s reforms.........ccccocoviviiiniiiicnnns 7:1-10:44
A Summary of Ezra’s role in Jerusalem ............ccccoovvviiinninnne 7:1-10
B Artaxerxes commission of Ezra and Ezra’s thanksgiving .... 7:11-28
C. RO Of FEIUIMEES.....c.viiieieieiieeee e 8:1-14
D. Preparation of Levites returning with Ezra.............cc.cc.o...... 8:15-30
E Arrival of Ezra in Jerusalem .........ccccoovvevniinenc i 8:31-36
F. Ezra’s confession ..........cccceeviiiieie i 9:1-15
G Illegal marriages dissolVed ............cccccevveieiicce e, 10:1-44

Notes

1. Significant verses: 7:10, 9:13.

2. At chapters 5 and 6, see Haggai and Zechariah, as indicated in 5:1.

3. Notice that the political opposition of chapters 4-6 was the start of over 80 years of
conflict. Nehemiah suffered similar trouble (chapters 4, 6).

4. Why is Ezra 7:1-5 important? Hint: Correlate this passage with 2:59-63.

5. What kind of government was established under Ezra in 8:25-26?

6. Ezra9 is one of the Bible’s great prayers. See Nehemiah 9, Daniel 9, 1 Kings 8, John 17.

7. How do you explain the divorce issue present in chapter 10?
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Outline of Nehemiah

The book of Nehemiah continues the account of the return of the exiles by covering the
third phase of the return. Following is the timeline of events that help to locate Nehemiah in the
larger historical context.

Three Phases of Exile Three Phases of Return
605 B.C. (Daniel) 538 B.C. (Zerubbabel)
597 B.C. (Jehoiachin) 458 B.C. (Ezra)

586 B.C. (Zedekiah) 444 B.C. (Nehemiah)

In the third phase of the return the rebuilding of the city and the especially the wall is the
focus. Nehemiah enacted reforms in the political and economic system as well. The book begins
in late 445 B.C. in chapter 1. The decree “to restore and to build Jerusalem” (Daniel 9:25) was
given shortly later in 444 B.C. You recall that this date is important in Biblical prophecy because
483 prophetic (360-day) years from this decree, Daniel prophesies that “Messiah the Prince” will
appear and will be killed (9:25-26).

Outline
I. Third phase of return: Nehemiah leads in rebuilding the wall......... 1:1-7:73
A. Nehemiah’s prayer to re-gather Israel around Jerusalem ....... 1:1-11
B. Avrtaxerxes | grants favor to Nehemiah to rebuild the city...... 2:1-10
C. Nehemiah convinces the people to build, and opposition..... 2:11-20
D. The list of people Who built...........cccooiiiiiii 3:1-32
E. Opposition and Nehemiah’s response...........ccocevvveviiiniinnns 4:1-23
F. Economic reforms (in Nehemiah’s first term as governor) ....5:1-19
G. More opposition and completion of the wall ........................ 6:1-19
H. The people who returned in the first phase (Zerubbabel)....... 7:1-73
Il. Further Reforms involving Ezra and Nehemiah ...............cccceenie. 8:1-13:31
A Reading of the Law; re-institution of feast of booths............. 8:1-18
B Prayer of Levites (review of God’s goodness, confession) .... 9:1-38
C. Resolve to keep the law and provide for Levites.................. 10:1-39
D. Census of people living throughout Israel ...............ccccooes 11:1-36
E Records of priests and Levites who came in the first wave..12:1-26
F. Walls Dedicated; temple functions re-instituted................. 12:27-47
G More reforms of Nehemiah in his second term .................... 13:1-31
Notes

1. The first 12 chapters cover about one year, 445 B.C. Then there appears to be a long gap,
perhaps 20 years, between chapters 12 and 13. Nehemiah served his first term as
governor from 445-433 B.C.) and his second term from 424 to possibly as late as 410
B.C. (5:14, 13:6).

2. A set of historical documents called the Elephantine Papyri, discovered in 1903, mention
Sanballat and Johanan and also show that Nehemiah was not the governor of Judah after
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408 B.C. There are many other confirmations of Biblical information—no need to be
ashamed of the Bible!

Note how Nehemiah prays in 1:8-9. What do you notice? Notice also that he is not
focused on the land or the city, but on their relationship with God. Yes, the sad state of
Jerusalem is the occasion for his prayer, but he hardly mentions that in his prayer.
Notice Nehemiah’s response (4:4) to the opposition in 4:1-3.

Chapters 4-6 are interesting because they give a view of external as well as internal
conflict. Nehemiah faced both. See also 6:17-19 for more complicated problems.

In chapter 6, the opposition makes up the claim that Jerusalem will revolt against the king
(6:5-7). Does this sound familiar? (Ezra 4:12-13).

Notice the relationship of Nehemiah 7:64-65 and 2:62-63 (and surrounding verses).
Significant verses: 8:8.

Notice the emphasis on understanding in chapter 8: verses 2, 3, 7, 8, 12. Upon their
understanding, they wept (8:9). They also had joy.

Nehemiah demonstrates an understanding of history and a desire not to repeat it (13:23-
27).

There are a number of occurrences of the phrase “Remember...O my God...” Why are
these here? See 5:19, 13:14, 22, 29, 31.

Also notice some other little prayers Nehemiah offers: 2:4, 6:9.
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Outline of Esther

The name of God is not mentioned in Esther, but the believing reader can easily discern
the providential hand of God in this portion of the history of Israel. The king reigning at the time
is Ahasuerus, also known as Xerxes (reigned about 486-465 B.C.)

Outline

I. Esther Ascends to the Office of QUEEN.......cccccvevieeviiiie i, 1:1-2:23
A. Feast for the nobility in the KINgdom ..., 1:1-9

B. Queen Vashti disobeys her husband...........c..cccccoevveviviieiieiienns 1:10-12

C. Ahasuerus considers and decides what to do about this............... 1:13-22

D. Esther selected as NEW QUEEN ............covveereeiieiie e 2:1-18

E. Mordecai saves the life of the King...........ccoovvviiiininiiiien 2:19-23

II. Haman’s Plot to Kill the JEWS........ccccccvvviiiiiiiiiece e, 3:1-5:14
A. Mordecai refuses to worship Haman ............ccccceeeveevecie i, 3:1-4

B. Haman enraged and wants to kill all the Jews ............ccccocenininnn. 3:5-6

C. Haman lays the plan and requests of the King...........ccccccevvevieenene. 3:7-11

D. The plan is revealed to the KIngdom ............cccceoeiiieneniiinenen 3:12-15

E. Mordecai enlists Esther’s help........cccocviiiiiiiiii e 4:1-17

F. Esther arranges to speak to the King .........ccocovviieiiniiice 5:1-8

G. Haman thinks well of himself..........cccoooiiiiiiiii 5:9-14

I1l.  Mordecai Honored by the King and Mordecai Hanged................... 6:1-7:10
A. The King finds no reward had been given to Mordecai................... 6:1-3

B. Haman ironically is commanded to honor Mordecai...................... 6:4-11

C. The downfall of Haman is foreshadowed ...........cccccovvvviveirrnnee. 6:12-14

D. At the second banquet, Esther reveals the problem ......................... 7:1-6

E. The King orders Haman hanged...........ccocooiiiiiiiinencicncne 7:7-10

IV. Esther Helps the Jews Survive the Attempted Genocide................. 8:1-10:3
A. Esther and Mordecai provide help for the Jewish people.............. 8:1-17

B. The Jews overpower those who hated them............cccocooeiininnnnne 9:1-17

C. The Feast of Purim instituted to celebrate their survival ............. 9:18-32

D. Closing statement about Mordecai and King Ahasuerus............... 10:1-3

Notes

1. Surprisingly, by 5:12 it appears that Haman still does not know the lineage of Esther. It
seems strange that he would not know her connection to Mordecai.

2. It is interesting to read that many people in the kingdom “became Jews,” that is,
proselytes to the Jewish faith.
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Outline of Job

The book of Job is about God’s sovereign administration of the world and how it relates
to the problem of evil. If you are looking for a full solution to the problem apart from God, it is
not to be found. Ultimately the resolution of the problem is found in trusting in God’s wise
administration of the affairs of the world.

Outline

L. INEFOAUCTION ... 1:1-2:13

A. Job's spiritual and material proSperity..........cccccvvvevvevesieesieere e 1:1-5

B. The first affliction...........cccoiiiiiiii 1:6-22

C. The second affliction...........cccovviiiiieiic e 2:1-10

D. The three friends Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar............ccccccevviivinennnne 2:11-13

I1. Round 1: Speeches by Job and the Friends...........ccccoovvniiiiinnnn, 3:1-11:20

A. Job Speech #1 — Curses the day of his birth .............cccceceeinn 3:1-26

B. Eliphaz Speech #1 — Trials due to sin; corrective aspect of affliction4:1-5:27
C. Job Speech #2 — Weight of the trials; rebuke of the friends ....... 6:1-7:21
D. Bildad Speech #1 — Justice of God; Job not pure and upright....... 8:1-22

E. Job Speech #3 — Recognition of God and innocent plea........... 9:1-10:22

F. Zophar Speech #1 — Rebukes Job for his many words................. 11:1-20

I1l. Round 2: Speeches by Job and the Friends.............cccccoevvvrienne. 12:1-20:29
A. Job Speech #4 — Rebukes the friends; God's sovereignty....... 12:1-14:22

Job claims to know like his friends...........ccccooeiiiininnnnn 12:1-6

Brevity of Life.......cccoviiiiie e 14:1-22

B. Eliphaz Speech #2 — Another rebuke of JOD ........ccccooviiiiiiinne 15:1-35

C. Job Speech #5 — God has dealt treacherously with me............ 16:1-17:16

D. Bildad Speech #2 — The end of the wicked.............ccoceoirirnnnnnn 18:1-21

E. Job Speech #6 — Job calls for sympathy from the friends............ 19:1-29

F. Zophar Speech #2 — The wicked do not prosper ..........c.ccccoveuee. 20:1-29

IV. Round 3: Speeches by Job and the Friends.............c.ccooviivinnnnn. 21:1-31:40
A. Job Speech #7 — The wicked do prosper; Zophar wrong............. 21:1-34

B. Eliphaz Speech #3 — Zophar speculates on Job's sin, calls to repent22:1-30
C. Job Speech #8 — Would plead with God; wicked live on; will end23:1-24:25

D. Bildad Speech #3 — How can a man be justified with God?.......... 25:1-6
E. JOD SPeeCh #9 ... 26:1-31:40
1. Rebuke of Bildad ..........cccooveiiiiiicciece e 26:1-4
2. GOd'S great WOrKS.........cocovvveiieiiii e 26:5-14
3. Job maintains his iNNOCENCE..........cccccvvriveriiie e 27:1-7
4. The ultimate judgment of the wicked ..............cccccovennnn 27:8-23
5. Vast earth known by God but the living do not know all of it28:1-11
6. Wisdom: cannot find in the earth; priceless................... 28:12-27
7. Wisdom defined: Fear of the Lord and depart from evil ..... 28:28
8. Job desires his former prosperity and position ................. 29:1-25
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9. Job laments his current condition, lower than the lowest man30:1-31

10. Job will take punishment if he has done wrong.............. 31:1-40
V. Elihuand HiS SPEECh .......cviiiiie 32:1-37:24
A. Introduction to the young man Elihu ...........c.ccoovveieiiincce, 32:6-10
B. Rebuke of the three friends for not properly answering Job...... 32:11-22
C. Accuses Job of falsehood in his claim to innocence .................... 33:1-13
D. Confession of sin will result in God's blessing ...........ccocevvenee. 33:14-33
E. God does justly judge men based on their Works.............ccccceeuee 34:1-33
F. Elihu claims Job has rebelled against God ...........ccccccevvvieinenee. 34:34-37
G. God is not hurt by sin but will not hear men insin...................... 35:1-16
H. God responds to men based on their Sin ........ccccoevviieiieieennne 36:1-23
I. Consider God's wonderful works in the weather.................... 36:24-37:24......
VI, GOA'S SPEECN......cueiieeiece et 38:1-41:34
A. Accusation: words without knowledge ...........ccccooeviiiiiniinne 38:1-3
B. Proof: unanswerable questions about creation........................ 38:4-39:30
C. God asks Job if he intends to instruct or reprove God ................... 40:1-2
D. Job replies and admits his own wWickedness..........c.cccccvvevvernerneenne. 40:3-5
E. Proof: unattainable power over creation.............cc.ccoovvvvvenne. 40:6-41:34
VI JOD'S REPIY .o 42:1-6
A. Admission that God is omnipotent and omniscient................c......... 42:2
B. Admission of speaking of things he does not understand .............. 42:3-4
C. JOD S TEPENTANCE ...t 42:5-6
VIII. God's Sentence on the three friends and their obedience.................... 42:7-9
IX. Job's Restoration to Material Prosperity ...........ccccocveveiieivennennnnnn, 42:10-17

Notes

1. When quoting from the book of Job, it is important to know where the quote comes from.
Citations of Job’s friends should receive special careful consideration because their
theology is often incorrect. Even Job’s statements are sometimes laced with frustration at
the circumstances.

2. The basic problem with the friends’ theology is that it is a “mechanical retribution”
theology. They believe that if you do well, you will not suffer difficulties. This falls short
of a sensible explanation when compared with the reality of life.
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Outline of Psalms

The Psalms are difficult to outline because many stand on their own as independent
pieces of literature. The outline below shows the traditional outline of the sections of the book,
including select groups of Psalms. The selections are grouped under similar headings according
to the superscriptions and content of the Psalm.

Outline

IR =70 o] Gt Psalms 1-41
A. PSalms 0f DaVid .........ccooveiiiiiiiiee e 3-9, 11-32, 34-41

IR = 10 To GOSN Psalms 42-72
A. Psalms of the Sons of Korah.........ccccooovcevee i 42, 44-49

B. Psalm of ASPN.......c.coovoiieec s 50

C. Psalms 0f DaVId ........cccovcuviiiiiiieiee e 51-65, 68-70

D. Psalm Of SOIOMON ......veiiiiiiiiii e s 72

R =0 o] S R Psalms 73-89
AL PSalms of ASAPN......ccoiiiiiie 73-83

B. Psalms of the Sons of Korah ...........ccccceivviiiiiiicie e, 84-85, 87-88

C. PSAIM OF DAVIO .....ccveiieiictiee ettt sbae e e 86

D. Psalm of Ethan the EZrahite ........cccccccoviiiii i 89

Y = T0To ) G ST Psalms 90-106
AL PSAIM OF IMOSES ...ttt et e e 90

B. Psalm for the Sabbath...........ccccoovviiiii e, 92

C. Psalm of ThankSgiVINg........ccoceririiiiiiiiieeieee e, 100

D. PSalms Of DAV .......ccoiiiiiiiiiiiccee e 101, 103

E. A Prayer of the Afflicted Person ...........ccooevvviieneiincccenee 102

F. PSAIMS Of PraiSe......ccocviiiiiiiiiiie ettt 104-106

V. BOOK ... Psalms 107-150
A. PSalms of David .........ccoceeeiviiiiiiiecieie e 108-110, 138-145

B. The Hallel PSalmS.........ooociiiiiii i 113-118

C. PSAIMS OF ASCENTS.....eeiiiiiveiii e e 120-34

D. Of the Ascents several are Psalms of David ............... 122,124, 131, 133

E. Of the Ascents, One by SOlomMON ..........cccocvveveeieiieirce e 127

F. PSAIMS OF PraiSe .....cccoiiviiiiiiiiiie et 146-150

Notes

1. Note the doxologies at the end of each section:
a. 41:13: “Blessed be the LORD God of Israel from everlasting to everlasting!
Amen and Amen!”
b. 72:19: “And blessed be His glorious name forever! And let the whole earth be
filled with His glory. Amen and Amen.”
c. 89:52: “Blessed be the LORD forevermore! Amen and Amen.”
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d. 106:48:"Blessed be the LORD God of Israel from everlasting to everlasting! And
let all the people say, “Amen!”
e. The entirety of Psalm 150 is a praise, but the last verse will suffice. 150:6: Let
everything that has breath praise the LORD. Praise the LORD!
2. Every Christian should be very familiar with several of the Psalms. These include Psalm 1,
2,19, 23, 32, 51, 100, 119.
3. The Psalms can be categorized by their content: lamentation, praise, song of trust,
thanksgiving, wisdom, and kingdom. They can also be classified as to whether the
content is mostly individual, or national in scope.
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Outline of Proverbs

As with the Psalms, the book of Proverbs resists being outlined in a tidy fashion. But
there is some structure to the book, as shown below.

Outline
L. PrOIOQUE ... 1:1-9:18
A. Introduction to the proverbs of Solomon............cccccveviieiicieiee. 1:1-7
B. Parental wisdom for young people (“my son” in ch. 1-7)........... 1:8-9:18
L FrIENAS. ... 1:8-19
2. Wisdom personified ..........cccceveririnieniieieieese e 1:20-33
3. Benefits of wisdom: protection from sin ..............c.c........ 2:1-7:27
4. Wisdom personified again ..........cccoeverenenenenieniseeee, 8:1-9:6
5. Way of wisdom versus the way of folly .............ccccceeen. 9:7-18
I1. Proverbs of Solomon, Part 1........cccccoveiiinennneneeeeseeeeee e, 10:1-22:16
1. The WOords of the WISE .......covviiiiiiiiieeeeee e 22:17-24:34
IV. Proverbs of Solomon, Part 2 (Hezekiah copied)............ccccveueee. 25:1-29:27
V. Wise Words of Agur, son of JaKeh .........ccccccoveveiieivcic i, 30:1-33
VI. Words of King Lemuel Taught to Him by His Mother .................... 31:1-31
AL WiSdom FOr @ KiNg......ccooiiiiiiiiiceie e 31:1-9
B. The VIrtUOUS WITe ........cooviiieiiee s 31:10-31

Notes

1. It may be helpful to consider the theology of the Proverbs under the following headings:
God, man, sin, and man’s relationship to God. For example, ask yourself as you read,
“What does this Proverb teach me about God? About myself? About my relationship to
God? What does it teach me about my sin and tendency to walk apart from God?”

2. The major sections of the book are fairly easily discernible from the phrases “the words
of...” (22:17, 30:1, 31:1) and “the proverbs of Solomon” (1:1 and 10:1).

3. Chapters 2 through 7 and 9 devote much space to the dangers of adultery and prostitution.
Sexual sin is a pernicious trap that many people foolishly fall into.

4. Throughout chapters 1-7 the phrase “my son” indicates that a parent is speaking wisdom
to his child.

5. Seven things are called out as specifically odious to the Lord (6:16-19).
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Outline of Ecclesiastes

Ecclesiastes is Solomon’s expression of how he “came to himself” after initially being
given great wisdom, but then wasting it in what was essentially prodigal living. He had fallen
into temptation with many women, including their pagan gods.

Outline

Lo INErOAUCTION ... 1:1-11
AL AULNOT L e 1:1

B. Ephemeral nature of the cycle of life ..., 1:2-1
Il. Solomon’s Search for Meaning in Life.........ccccccvvveviiiiiicnciienn, 1:12-6:9
A. The search INtroduCEd ...........cccveverieriee e 1:12-18
B. Various Kinds of pleasure..........ccccovveveiieie e s 2:1-11
C. Wisdom, madness, and folly ...........cccooevnieiinniiecerece e 2:12-17
D. Labor and enjoyment ..........ccccceeieieeiesie e 2:18-3:15
1. The difficulty of understanding labor and its outcome..... 2:18-26
2. Appropriateness of all kinds of events for their own time.... 3:1-9
3. In light of finiteness, man should enjoy God’s gifts......... 3:10-15
F. Justice and judgment...........cccoeveiieiiiieieese e 3:16-4:3
G. Labor in relation to other people.........c.cccoviiiiiiiieiei e 4:4-12
H. Value of WiSHOM .....cciiiiiiiiiiiie e 4:13-16
I. Fearing God and hoNOring VOWS .........cccoceririninieieenesie e 5:1-7
J. Oppression, injustice, and aVariCe..........cccoovevveveerieiieseeseseeseeiens 5:8-10
K. Problem with riches: they disappear ..........cccoceeeienininesininennn, 5:11-6:9
1. Wisdom Gained from Solomon’s Search ...........ccccccoevviieeiiennnnnn, 6:10-11:6
A. Many things inCrease Vanity ..........ccccccevevveeveeiesieese e 6:10-12
B. Various proverbs about wisdom: it is “better”..........c.ccocervrvrnnnnne 7:1-12
C. God’s work 18 INSCrutable.........ccevivviiiiiiiiiieiiie e 7:13-14
D. Righteousness and WIiCKEANESS ...........ccovvriririeieienesc e 7:15-25
E. Women and folly ..o 7:25-29
F. Wisdom 0beys authOrity ..........cceveiiiiniiiiiiecceee e 8:1-9
G. Wisdom in light of life’s brevity and “unfairness”................... 8:10-8:17
H. The same outcome happens to righteous and wicked ...................... 9:1-4
I. Life is better than death and should be used properly ..................... 9:5-10
J. Time and chance happen to all ... 9:11-12
K. Wisdom better than folly, but no one remembers the wise.......... 9:13-18
L. Wisdom sometimes brings success, but it is limited..................... 10:1-20
M. Wisdom promotes diligence in light of unknown outcomes......... 11:1-6
IV. Closing: Enjoy life while the opportunity is there....................... 11:7-12:14
A. Closing poem about old age and death (corr. to I. B. above)....11:7-12:8
B. Final conclusions: fear God and keep His commands.................. 12:9-14
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Notes

1. Many sections of the book end with a statement about vanity and grasping for the wind.

2. An important but often overlooked theme in the book is the enjoyment of God’s gifts.
While those gifts are available, it is appropriate to enjoy them judiciously—not sinfully.
The need for this is highlighted by the transience of them and the fact that life does not
always turn out like we think it “should.” God’s administration of things is not
mechanical, and it is “uneven” from our earth-bound perspective. So while righteous
enjoyment is possible, it should be done.
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Outline of Song of Solomon

This book written by King Solomon extols the enjoyment (and some difficulties) of love
between a man and a woman. It expresses the beauty of God’s design for human love. It has a
solid place in the canon of Scripture. In terms of literary structure, the book appears to be
structured like a play with different people reading different parts and scene switches from time
to time. Also, it appears to follow the chronological order of the relationship from early to later
stages. The wife is the Shulamite, and the husband is Solomon.

Outline
I 101 oo [3Tox [ o RS TPPRTRRR 1:1
[1. DUrNG COUMSNIP ..oveiiiiiiciieee e 1:2-3:5
A. Future bride and groom express admiration for one another ........ 1:2-2:7
B. Groom proposes—the time for love is fulfilled ...........ccccoovenen. 2:8-13
C. Call to remove relational hindrances (little foxes) ..........ccccceueee.. 2:14-17
D. Dream: the bride is totally preoccupied with her fiancé.................. 3:1-4
E. Wait for love until the proper time.........ccccoevveveiicii e, 3:5
1. Wedding and ConsumMMALioN............ccccoeieeieeiiesie e esee e 3:6-5:1
A. Solomon comes for his bride on the wedding day ............cc.cceveee 3:6-11
B. Marriage consumMmMated ..........ccceevueieeiierieiicieese e 4:1-5:1
V. After the HONBYMOON .......c.coviiiiiieiiccecc e 5:2-8:14
AL A dISAGIEEIMENT ... 5:2-6:3
1. The Shulamite misses SOIOMON ...........ccccvvveverenencie s 5:2-8
2. Her friends help her remember his excellence..............cc........ 5:9
3. She recalls that he is the Dest ...........cccooeveveniiiiiiins 5:10-16
4. Her friends ask where he might have gone...........cc.ccocvvenenn, 6:1
5. She explains that he has returned to her...........ccccccceveneneee. 6:2-3
o I =] (0] - [0 o SR 6:4-8:7
1. Solomon expresses love and praise for his bride................. 6:4-10
2. Response of the Shulamite..........ccccooiiiiiiniis 6:11-13
3. Solomon praises the physical beauty of his wife................. 7:1-9a
4. The Shulamite invites Solomon to be with her................. 7:9b-13
5. Intimacy has to wait until private time .............c..ccccoveienen. 8:1-4
6. Solomon returns for his bride again..........ccccocoeeeviiniiienn, 8:5
7. The Shulamite expresses unending love for her husband..... 8:6-7
AV O] (o] [0 [ o OSSR 8:8-14
A. Her brothers protected her purity while she was young.................. 8:8-9
B. The Shulamite kept herself pure.........cccccoovveveiieiiccii e, 8:10-11
C. Reaffirmation of Marriage..........coceveiireninineese e 8:12-14
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Notes

1. The book is not an allegory of Christ’s love for the church. That interpretation is offered
to “tone down” or explain the erotic language of the book.

2. The references to “spouse” and the explicit sexual language in chapter 4 shows that the
couple is now married.

3. The repeated phrase “do not stir up nor awaken love until it pleases” reflects the Biblical
understanding of sexual purity. Before marriage, this means abstinence. After marriage,
this means keeping lovemaking private.

45



Outline of Isaiah

The book of Isaiah is the first of the so-called “major prophets” because of its size. The
others are Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel. There are 12 “minor prophets” after Daniel in the OT.

Unfortunately, one of the first issues that comes up in studies of Isaiah has to do with
authorship. Did one real prophet Isaiah write the book, or were there two or even three authors
whose works were combined at a later date? One can read pages and pages on this subject but it
boils down to this simple question: do you believe in the inspiration and inerrancy of the
Scripture? If so, then this data will suffice to show you the unity of the book of Isaiah:

NT Reference Isaiah Quotation NT Reference Isaiah Quotation
Matt. 1:22 Isa. 7:14 John 1:23 Isa. 40:3

Matt. 3:3 Isa. 40:3 John 12:38 Isa. 53:1

Matt. 4:14 Isa. 9:1-2 John 12:39 Isa. 6:9-10

Matt. 8:17 Isa. 53:4 Acts 8:28, 30, 32-33 | Isa. 53:7-8

Matt. 12:17 Isa. 42:1-4 Acts 28:25 Isa. 6:9-10

Matt 13:14 Isa. 6:9-10 Rom. 9:27, 29 Isa. 10:22-23, 28:22, 1:9
Matt. 15:7 Isa. 29:13 Rom. 10:16 Isa. 53:1

Mark 7:6 Isa. 29:13 Rom. 10:20 Isa. 65:1

Luke 3:4 Isa. 40:3-5 Rom. 15:12 Isa. 11:1, 10
Luke 4:17 Isa. 48:8-9 Matt. 21:4 Isa. 62:11

Since the NT quotes from Isaiah chapters 1, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 28, 29, 40, 42, 48, 53, 62, and
65 and ascribes all of these to Isaiah, we can be certain that Isaiah wrote the book! Of course,
even easier would be to just look in the book of Isaiah itself, where his name is used 16 times.

It is often noted that there is a major division in the book at chapters 39/40, and since the
whole book has 66 chapters, 39 before the division and 27 after, the book mirrors the structure of
the whole Bible which has 66 books, 39 in OT, 27 in NT. The first section seems to focus on
judgment and the second on redemption, deliverance, and blessing. The following from R. Bruce
Compton (Course Outline, 106 Bible Exposition, Isaiah, Detroit Baptist Theological Seminary,
Spring 1998) gives a high-level overview of the book, which we will develop at further length as
we proceed in the study of Isaiah’s prophecy.

Condensed Outline

I. BOOK OF JUAGMENT ..o s 1-39
A. Prophecies concerning Judah and Jerusalem..............cccccoveennee. 1-12

B. Oracles of judgment against the nations..............cccccceeveinnens 13-23

C. Prophecies of world-wide judgment and deliverance............. 24-27

D. Oracles of woe against Samaria, Jerusalem, and Assyria....... 28-33

E. Prophecies of world-wide judgment and deliverance............. 34-35

F. Historical interlude and transition...........cccocceiiveiiiinniencnnnn 36-39

1. BOOK OF COMTOIT ... 4066
A. Prophecies of redemption and restoration...............ccccccvevunenne. 40-48
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B. Prophecies involving God’s Servant the Messiah .................. 49-55
C. Prophecies of condemnation and consummation.................... 56—66

One concept that is important to understand in Isaiah is that of the ‘oracle’ or ‘burden.’ It
signifies a ‘pronouncement’ and is prophetic of events that will certainly occur. It is used 11
times in chapters 13-23 (and 3 other times in the book) where there are a total of 14 prophecies
against the peoples of various geographical regions. The same word is used for a load that may
be borne on an ox or other beast of burden. You can see how a prophetic oracle would be a
heavy load, not only for the prophet, but for the recipients to bear. For instance, “the burden of
Babylon” in 13:1 can be translated “the pronouncement or prophecy concerning or against
Babylon.” Of similar import is the word ‘woe’ which occurs 21 times in the book. We ought to
be able to see from this that the Bible is not always full of good news!

Historical Background

Assyrian Kings
1. Tiglath Pileser Ill, 745 — 727 B.C.
Conqueror of ANE; forced tribute on Israel under Menahem (2 Kings 15:19ff). Israel and
Syria united against Tiglath to throw off his rule; Ahaz of Judah would not go along with their
union so they turned against him (2 Kings 15:37; 16:5; Isa. 7:1). Ahaz did not trust the Lord at
this juncture but turned to Assyria for help (2 Kings 16:7-9).

2. Shalmaneser V, 727 — 722 B.C., son of Tiglath.

At the succession of Shalmaneser, many states that were subjugated under his father
revolted; he therefore had to re-establish dominance over them. By 722 B.C., he had defeated
Samaria, deported its population, and re-populated it with loyal subjects. Thus the northern
kingdom was destroyed (2 Kings 17:1-23).

3. Sargon Il, 722 — 705 B.C.
Again revolts had to be put down; Egypt was conquered. Hezekiah declared
independence from Assyria but later was forced to change his mind.

4. Sennacherib — 705 — 681 B.C.
Babylon, Judah, and Egypt revolted. Hezekiah joined with Egypt (Isa. 30-31). Jerusalem
was miraculously spared seeming certain defeat (Isa. 37:36).

5. Esar-haddon — 681—- 668 B.C.

Detailed Outline: The Book of Judgment, Chapters 1-39

I. Prophecies concerning Judah and Jerusalem ..........cccocoveiiiincnnnnnnn. 1-12
A. Court case against Judah and Jerusalem ..............ccccoceeviennnnens 1:1-31
B. Millennial BIESSING.......ccviiiiiiiee s 2:1-4
C. Judgment against Judah ...........cccco oo, 2:5-4:1
D. Millennial BIESSING.......ccoiiiiiiiiice e 4:2-4:6
E. Judgment against Judah ..., 5:1-30
F. Isaiah’s commissioning (740 B.C.).....cocoiiiiiiiiiiiciiieen, 6:1-13
G. Near-term deliverance from Syria and Israel....................... 7:1-8:22
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H. Prophecy of the Messiah’s first coming..........ccccevvvvviiieeiinenns 9:1-7

l. Judgment against Israel and ASSYria.........ccccoovvvrveiieinennns 9:8-10:34
J. Prophecy of the Messiah’s second coming..............c..c...... 11:1-12:6
I1. Oracles of judgment against the NAtIONS ..............ccevveicienenciiieen 13-23
A. Against Babylon..........cccoceviiiciieie e 13:1-14:27
B. AQaINSt PRIlISTIA. .......coiiiiiiic e 14:28-32
C. AQaiNSt MOAD ..o 15:1-16:14
D. Against Damascus (Syria) and Israel...........cccccoeovvvnininnnn. 17:1-14
E. AQaiNSt EtNIOPIA......ccceeiiiieiecce e 18:1-7
F. AQAINST EGYPL....ooiiiiiiieicee s 19:1-25
G. Against Egypt and Ethiopia .........cccceecviveviievicie e 20:1-6
H. AQaiNSt Babylon.........ccoeiiiiiiiie 21:1-10
l. AQaINSt EAOM.......cciiiiiiiiiicce e 21:11-12
K. AQAINST ATADIA ... 21:13-17
L. Against Judah (Jerusalem) ........ccccvevvvieiieeie i 22:1-14
M. AQaINSt SNEDNA ... 22:15-25
N. AGAINSE TYTC..eiiiiiiece e 23:1-18
I11. Prophecies of world-wide judgment and deliverance............c.cc........ 24-27

This section reflects judgments on the whole world in the tribulation and the blessing in
the Millennial Kingdom. See Revelation 6-19, 20-22 for greater detail. The judgment on the
world topically belongs with the previous section but since it is chronologically farther in the
future, it fits well with this section.

A Judgment against the World.............ccccooviiiiciine 24:1-23

B. Praise to God for His deliverance ............ccocoevvviieienne. 25:1-26:19

C. Judgment against the world ..., 26:20-27:13

IV. Oracles of woe against Samaria, Jerusalem, and Assyria................... 28-33
A. Against Samaria (Ephraim).........cccooviiiiiiienencencsee 28:1-13

B. Against Judah (Jerusalem) .........ccccoovevieveiiese e, 28:14-32:20

C. AGAINST ASSYTTA ...t 33:1-24

V. Prophecies of world-wide judgment and deliverance...............c.c...... 34-35

A. Judgment against the world ... 34:1-17

B. Millennial BIESSING.......cccuviiiiiii 35:1-10

VI. Historical interlude and transition..........c.ccoooevviiiienencne e 36-39
A. The invasion and defeat of Assyria (Sennacherib) .......... 36:1-37:38

B. The sickness and recovery of Hezekiah................cc.co.... 38:1-39:8

Detailed Outline: The Book of Comfort, Chapters 40-66

I. Prophecies of redemption and restoration..............ccocoevveivreneienenens 40-48
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A. Comfort from the Almighty God ...........ccccceevvevieieiiennnn 40:1-41:29
B. The Servant of the LORD .......ccoooiiiiieiiie e 42:1-25
C. The superiority of God, Israel’s redeemer, to Idols......... 43:1-44:28
D. Deliverance from CaptiVity .........ccccoeiinieiiiieiciese e 45:1-25
E. Judgment against Babylon ..........c.ccccooeviveviiieiicccce, 46:1-47:15
F. The stubbornness of Israel and their deliverance.................. 48:1-22
Il. Prophecies involving God’s Servant the Messiah .............cccovvvvennnen. 49-55
A. The Servant and ReStOration............ccocevvvvivvininrenencnesenns 49:1-26
B. The suffering Servant...........ccccoeiiiniiniecc e 50:1-11
C. DeliveranCe t0 ZiON........cocuvveenieieienese e 51:1-52:12
D. The suffering and glory of the servant ...........ccccccovenee. 52:13-53:12
E. Restoration of ISrael..........cccoeveiiiiieniisee e 54:1-17
F. Call to repentance and bIESSING..........ccovvrieieieneieieiesiins 55:1-13
I11.  Prophecies of condemnation and consummation.............ccccceeerervnnnne 56-66
A Promises t0 the JUS........ccooeiiiiiiiiiireeeee e 56:1-8
B. Condemnation of the Wicked ..........cccccovvreiinieniiiinniennn, 56:9-57:21
C. Proper observance of the law............ccocvveieieiiiicie 58:1-14
D. INiquities OF ISFael ........ccoveiiiee e 59:1-21
E. GIOry Of ZION ..o 60:1-62:12
F. Judgment of GOd.........ccviiiiieiicc e 63:1-6
G. Prayer for DElIVErance ..........ccocvvvieveieiene e 63:7-64:12
H. Condemnation and Deliverance...........ccccocevevenineneennn, 65:1-66:24
Notes

1. The Sennacherib Prism is a 15-inch tall, six-sided baked clay prism from ancient Assyria.
It contains the story of the invasion of the kingdom of Judah by Sennacherib in 701
B.C. The prism was found at Nineveh.

2. King Sennacherib of Assyria is mentioned in 2 Kings 18-19. Isaiah prophesied that God
would protect Jerusalem against attack by Sennacherib (Is. 36-37, 2 Chron. 32). While
the prism does say that the Assyrians trapped Hezekiah in Jerusalem “like a bird in a
cage,” like the biblical record, it says nothing of them conquering the city.

3. The Bible says that God spared Jerusalem. The prism, together with the Lachish reliefs
and excavations, adds detail to the biblical account. King Hezekiah prayed to the
Lord. Isaiah brought him God's message. That night the Lord smote 185,000 Assyrians,
and Sennacherib went back to Nineveh and later was killed by his sons (Isaiah 37:35-38).

4. See http://www.myfortress.org/archaeology.html. Also, Gleason L. Archer, A Survey of
Old Testament Introduction, Revised and Expanded, Chicago: Moody Press, 1994.
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Outline of Jeremiah

Jeremiah ministered from approximately 627 B.C. until 570 or even a bit later. He was in
Judah and Jerusalem until the third phase of the exile (see Ezekiel’s background information for
more on this). He then was forced to go to Egypt with those left in the land after the destruction
of Jerusalem. This makes him a prophet through all phases of the exile and into the 70 years of
captivity. He was contemporary with Daniel (605-536 B.C.) and Ezekiel (593-572 B.C.). He
ministered about 80 or more years after Micah, who is mentioned in Jer. 26:18. Like Ezekiel, he
was a priest (1:1).

The kings mentioned in the opening verses are:

King Dates of reign

Josiah son of Amon 640-609 (Jeremiah starts in year 13, about 627)
Jehoiakim son of Josiah | 609-597

Zedekiah son of Josiah | 597-586 (until 11" year, exile in 5" month)

Outline
I. Preparation of Jeremiah ...........cccoooiiiiii i 1:1-19
A. Calling of Jeremiah ............cooviiiiiiiiii e 1:1-10
B. Vision of almond tree and boiling pot........c..cccccoveeiieiiiiccienne 1:11-16
C. God will deliver Jeremiah from trialS .........ccccccovvevvvieiiiininen, 1:17-19
I1. Judgment Against Judah ..........ccccceriiiiiiiiie e, 2:1-45:5
A. God charges Israel with forsaking Him ............ccccccoeiiiiiieinnn. 2:1-37
B. God calls Israel to return, like inviting a wayward wife home ..... 3:1-4:2
C. God calls Judah to repent under threat of soon judgment........... 4:3-5:31
D. Benjamin told to flee impending disaster of Jerusalem ................. 6:1-30
E. Temple message: amend your ways, and you will stay here......... 7:1-8:3
F. False prophecy and its devastating results.............ccooovvivriininenn. 8:4-9:26
G. God contrasted with futile idoIS............ccovviiiiiiii s 10:1-25
H. God pronounces an irreversible curse on Judah...............ccccene. 11:1-17
I. Plot against Jeremiah’s life..........ccccoviiiiiiiiiiie 11:18-23
J. Jeremiah’s question about the wicked and God’s answer............. 12:1-17
K. Symbol of linen sash: Judah morally filthy and useless .............. 13:1-11
L. Symbol of wine bottles: Judah will stumble in judgment.......... 13:12-14
M. Direct pronouncement of judgment for pride and idolatry........ 13:15-27
N. Drought, famine, sword, sent by God ..........cccevvvievveieiiieiienne 14:1-18
O. The people pray for reSCUE..........cccveveeiieerie e 14:19-22
P. God refuses to change His mind about judgment.............c.cc.ce.... 15:1-21
Q. Death and destruction, but N0 MOUNING........cccoceeevieiieccie e, 16:1-9
R. People inquire as to why punishment, God answers.................. 16:10-13
S. Future restoration of Israel and Gentile repentance.................... 16:14-21
T. Judah trusted idols and man; should have trusted the Lord.......... 17:1-13
U. Jeremiah prays to be delivered...........ccccovvvviieiiiiieciiic e, 17:14-18
V. Call to honor the Sabbath day ..........ccccocvviiiriininiie 17:19-27
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W. The sovereign potter warns the clay.........cccccccoceviveiiiieiicceen, 18:1-17

X. Persecution of Jeremiah and his prayer..........cccccoovreniennennnnn. 18:18-23
Y. Sign of the broken pottery vessel: total destruction..................... 19:1-15
Z. Jeremiah persecuted by Pashhur and others; depression.............. 20:1-18
AA. God’s message to King Zedekiah through Jeremiah................. 21:1-14
AB. God’s message to four kings of Judah.............ccceeviiiniininnnn. 22:1-30
AC. God promises restoration under Messiah’s rule.........ccccecveennnen. 23:1-8
AD. Condemnation of lying prophets...........ccoovviiiineniiienen 23:9-40
AE. Lesson of the two baskets of figs, two groups of Jews ............. 24:1-10
AF. Destruction and 70-year exile for lack of repentance................ 25:1-14
AG. Judgment on many nations (Israel, EQypt...)..ccccooniiiiiiinnnns 25:15-38
AH. Jeremiah’s call for repentance met with arrest............ccccceeueee. 26:1-24
Al. Yokes/bonds symbolize Nebuchadnezzar’s international rule ... 27:1-22
AJ. False prophecy of Hananiah; God judges him .............cccocvenee. 28:1-17
AK. Jeremiah writes letter to captives in Babylon ........................... 29:1-32

AL. God will save Israel, after she passes through Tribulation........ 30:1-24
AM. God will regather and rebuild Israel; the New Covenant......... 31:1-40

AN. God promises property ownership will resume ...........ccccco....... 32:1-44
AO. God will restore the desolate city under Messianic rule ........... 33:1-26
AP. God warns Zedekiah of coming defeat...........cccccevereiiiininnninne 34:1-7
AQ. God judges those who did not keep their word about slaves .... 34:8-22
AR. Rechabites a model of obedience............c.ccooviiiiiiiiiiicnen, 35:1-19
AS. Jeremiah writes a fearful book of God’s prophecies, twice....... 36:1-32
AT. Zedekiah false hopes the Chaldeans will depart........................ 37:1-10
AU. Jeremiah put in prison, falsely accused, released............... 37:11-38:13
AV. Zedekiah solicits Jeremiah’s advice.........ccccevvviiireiiiiineennnen, 38:14-28
AW. Jerusalem captured; Zedekiah punished, Jeremiah rescued.....39:1-18
AX. Jeremiah released; some Jews return to Gedaliah..................... 40:1-16
AY. Murder of Gedaliah and reaction ............cccccevevvveneneieienien 41:1-18
AZ. Johanan et al. inquire of Jeremiah but disobey..................... 42:1-43:13
BA. Judgment coming on those in Egypt; Baruch spared ............. 44:1-45:5
1. Judgment Against the Nations ...........ccccceevvevieieiic i, 46:1-51:64
AL AGAINSE EGYPL....eiiiiiiieeee s 46:1-28
B. Against Philistia ...........cccooeiiiiiiicis e 47:1-7
C. Against Moab, but a promise of future restoration .............c........ 48:1-49
D. Against Ammon, but a promise of future restoration ................... 49:1-6
E. Against Edom (like Obadiah)..........ccccoovviiiniiiiie e 49:7-22
F. AQaINSt DAMASCUS ......ooivveiiieiie e 49:23-27
G. Against Kedar and Hazor ... 49:28-33
H. Against Elam, but a promise of restoration..............c.cccecverunnnne. 49:34-39
I. Against Babylon, with promise of restoration to Israel............ 50:1-51:64
IV. Summary of the Fall of Jerusalem, 586 B.C..........c..cccceovevviirinnnnnns 52:1-34
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Time Markers

Passage | Text Calendar Date
1:2 13" year of Josiah, son of Amon | 627 B.C.
1:3 11" year of Zedekiah, son of 587/6 B.C.
Josiah
24:1 After Nebuchadnezzar carried Sometime after 597 B.C.
away Jeconiah, son of Jehoiakim
25:1 Fourth year of Jehoiakim son of | About 605/4 B.C. Note this is
Josiah chronologically before 24:1. This
was when Nebuchadnezzar took
the throne of Babylon.
25:3 For 23 years, from the 13" year | 627 B.C. to 604 B.C., though
of Josiah son of Amon Jeremiah’s ministry was much
longer than this.
25:11, | Seventy years of captivity are 605-535 B.C., although there were
29:10 promised by God three deportations and at least
three large groups who returned at
various times, making the length
of captivity somewhat variable.
26:1, Beginning of Jehoiakim’s reign | 609 B.C.
27:1
28:1 Fourth year of Zedekiah’s reign | 593 B.C.
29:2 Shortly after Jeconiah, et al. 5967 B.C.
were taken to Babylon
32:1 10" year of Zedekiah, 18" year | 587 B.C., counting from 597 B.C.
of Nebuchadnezzar and 605 B.C. respectively.
36:1 4™ year of Jehoiakim son of 605 B.C., around the time of the
Josiah first deportation to Babylon
39:1, 9" year of Zedekiah king of Siege of Jerusalem begins
52:4 Judah, 10" month, 10" day of
the month
39:2, 11" year of Zedekiah, 4™ month, | Siege successful, city overrun;
52:6 ot day famine had been so bad that there
was no food left
41:1 7" month About 3 months after the
Babylonian takeover
45:1, 4th year of Johoiakim Early on in Baruch’s scribal
46:2 career, about 605 B.C.
49:34 Beginning of the reign of 597 B.C. at 21 years of age,
Zedekiah reigned 11 years
51:59 4" year of Zedekiah’s reign (?) | 593 B.C. but it wasn’t until the
11" year of Zedekiah that
Jerusalem was taken.
52:12 | 11" year of Zedekiah, 5" month, | 19" year of King Nebuchadnezzar,
10" day of the month Nebuzaradan burned the temple
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Notes

o~

10.

11.
12.

13.

14.
15.

and the king’s house, walls of
Jerusalem broken down.

52:31 37" year of Jehoiachin’s 561 B.C., Evil-Merodach King of
captivity, 12" month, 25" day of | Babylon released Jehoiachin from
the month prison.

The marriage/divorce imagery in chapter 3 is instructive. What would be abominable to
men—for a man to marry a former wife who had gone to be the wife of another man—
was something God was willing to do for Israel and Judah because of His grace.

A careful distinction must be made between Israel and Judah in places like 3:6-11. Israel
refers to the northern kingdom, and Judah/Jerusalem to the southern kingdom. Other
times, it seems that Israel refers to the entire nation (5:15?).

The ark of the covenant is mentioned in 3:16, but only to say that it will not be
remembered anymore. Present-day fascination with this historical artifact is inappropriate
because the one way of salvation has been manifested in Jesus Christ. He is the revelation
of God to the world; God does not dwell now above the Ark in a confined temple. He
dwells in His people by His Spirit.

Israel admits she has sinned, and that salvation cannot come from idols (3:22-25).

In 7:15, God reminds Judah and Benjamin that he had cast out the northern tribes (under
the name Ephraim). This reference was meant to shake them up and get them to act
decisively about their sin.

Far more than sacrifices and offerings, God desires obedience (7:21-24).

At 7:30-31, God condemns the people for their sin of child sacrifice. Making their
children “pass through the fire” or “burning them in the fire” is a reference to offering
children to the God Molech as burnt offerings. Such an abominable practice never even
entered the mind of God as something valid to do.

Child sacrifice was an awful practice of the pagan nations. Israel took up the practice as
well (19:5).

23:20 has a phrase “in the latter days you will understand it perfectly.” This is not a
promise to all people, much less that in heaven we will know all things. It is given to the
Jewish people that they will understand “it"—God’s judgment against them—clearly.
The burden of chapter 23 is to show that God despises those who prophesy falsely in His
name, because it misleads His people.

Jeremiah had ministered for 23 years, yet the people did not repent.

The fulfillment of the international judgments of chapter 25 must be in the far future,
although God has certainly judged many of the listed nations already one or more times.
Note that the promise of 29:11 is given within a certain context. It is not valid to lift it out
and apply it to people in every age. Sometimes this is even done without regard to the
modern recipient’s standing before God. This context talks about repenting and turning
back to the Lord.

Notice the proverb in Jer. 31:29-30 and a parallel in Ezekiel 18.

The promise of resumed property ownership is surprising to Jeremiah because of the
imminent takeover of the land by Babylon. The situation seems hopeless, but God assures
him that there is hope for the nation in the future.
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16. The text mentions in chapters 32:2-3, 33:1, and 39:15 that Jeremiah is imprisoned by his
own people. They did not like what he was saying.

17. God is very clear as to the reasons for His judgment. Ezekiel 44 is a good example.

18. Ezekiel 45 goes back in time a few years to a point when Jeremiah’s secretary Baruch
had high hopes for his life, but God told him to tamp those expectations down and be
thankful to have his life as a prize for himself wherever he went.

54



Outline of Lamentations

Lamentations is a poem of sorts. It is without question a “lament” like many of the
psalms. But it is highly structured, as the following outline will demonstrate. The first two
chapters and the last two chapters are acrostic poems of 22 verses each, one verse for each letter
of the Hebrew alphabet. Chapter 3 is an acrostic poem with three verses per letter, thus
comprising 66 verses total.

Outline

Lo LAMENT L oo 1:1-22
A. Judah and Jerusalem are desolate due to captivity............cc.cervenne 1:1-11

B. Jerusalem feels sorrow and affliction...........ccccccoeevviiciciienne 1:12-22

] DR -1 0 T=T o | RO UPR PRSP 2:1-22
A. The LORD poured out judgment on Jerusalem .............cc.ccocevvnnene 2:1-10

B. The perspective of the people........ccccooveeiieciiiii e 2:11-14

C. Perspective of the enemies ... 2:15-17

D. The grief of Jerusalem..........cccccvoveiieiicic i 2:18-19

E. Prayer of Jeremiah ..o 2:20-22

O I T =T o 0 RS 3:1-66
A. Jeremiah laments: God has afflicted me ..........cccocveveiiiiecicien. 3:1-20

B. Jeremiah has hope in the LORD .........cccooviiiiiiiiiiene e 3:21-33

C. Jeremiah admonishes the people about what to do ...................... 3:34-42

D. Jeremiah laments: God has afflicted the nation...............ccccee.. 3:43-51

E. Jeremiah recalls how God saved him from his enemies............... 3:52-66

IV, LaMENT A oo 4:1-22
A. The punishment of ZioN..........ccooiiiiiiini e 4:1-20

B. The punishment of EdOM ..........ccooiiiiiiiiiccecc e 4:21-22

V. LAMENTS oo 5:1-22
A. Remember, O Lord, what has happened tO US .........c.ccccevveirrennen. 5:1-18

B. Turn us back to YOu, O LOrd ......c.cccvevviieciccecc e 5:19-22

Notes

1. Jeremiah writes from his perspective in 1:1-11, and then switches to writing as if he is
personified Jerusalem in 1:12-22. You can notice this in the change from words like
Jerusalem and her in the first section to the word my in the second section. It appears that
my does not refer to Jeremiah himself.

2. The description of children dying of starvation and cannibalism is very difficult to read
(2:11, 19-20).

3. The verses in chapter 3 are noticeably shorter than the verses in chapters 1, 2, and 4.
Chapter 5 has shorter verses as well.
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Outline of Ezekiel

Ezekiel started ministering in the prophetic office at the age of 30 (1:1). This was 5 years
after the captivity of Jehoiachin (1:2). The dates of his prophecies are given throughout the book.
The last one is dated at the 25" year of the captivity, 20 years after the start of Ezekiel’s ministry
(40:1). To locate these events on the calendar, we need to remember these key dates in Israel’s
history:

Three Phases of Exile Three Phases of Return
605 B.C. (Daniel) 538 B.C. (Zerubbabel)
597 B.C. (Jehoiachin) 458 B.C. (Ezra)

586 B.C. (Zedekiah) 444 B.C. (Nehemiah)

The 597 date for Jehoiachin’s captivity is when Ezekiel was taken as well. So the
prophetic ministry of Ezekiel started around 593 B.C. and ended around 572 B.C. Daniel served
in Babylon from 605 B.C. until 539 B.C., so Ezekiel and Daniel were contemporaries. Ezekiel
mentions Daniel (14:14, 20, 28:3). Jeremiah ministered from 627 B.C. to approximately 570
B.C., so was another contemporary.

Ezekiel was a priest (1:3), the son of Buzi. The priestly office was normally open
occupied by those who were between 30 and 50 years old (Numbers 4:3, and throughout the
chapter). This 20-year span matches the dates in the prophecies of the book.

Outline

I. Prophecies of the Destruction of Jerusalem (near fulfillment)......1:1-24:27
A. INtroduction t0 EZeKIel...........cooviieiieie e 1:1-3
B. A VISION OF GO .......ooiiiiiiiieieee e 1:4-28
C. Ezekiel commissioned as a prophet to rebellious Israel.............. 2:1-3:15
D. Ezekiel commissioned as a watchman to rebellious Israel .......... 3:16-27
E. Ezekiel portrays the siege against Jerusalem (587 B.C.)............... 4:1-17
1. Ezekiel constructs a model of the City .........cccccevvevveieinnnen. 4:1-3

2. Ezekiel lays on his sides to picture punishment................... 4:4-8

3. Ezekiel makes special bread for the siege............ccccevueenne 4:9-17

F. Ezekiel portrays the destruction of Jerusalem .............cc.ccocevvnnnnne 5:1-17
1. Figure: His hair represents the population.............cccccceu.... 5:1-4

2. Literal: Jerusalem to be judged for rebellion ...................... 5:5-17

G. Ezekiel prophesies of disease, famine, sword for idolatry............. 6:1-14
H. Ezekiel prophesies of awful judgment is coming soon.................. 7:1-27
I. Vision of the complete idolatry of Israel ..........c..ccoovvviviiiiiiiiennn. 8:1-18
J. Vision of judgment on the idolaters ...........ccocvvvviiieiiienc e 9:1-11
K. Vision of God moving away from the Temple ..........cccceovvenenen. 10:1-22
L. Vision of judgment, protection, and God’s further departure ...... 11:1-25
M. Ezekiel enacts captivity to get Israel’s attention ................co...... 12:1-20
N. The prophecy of judgment will be fulfilled soon....................... 12:21-28
0. God rebukes false prophets who promise false peace.................. 13:1-23
P. Judgment against heart-idolaters and unfaithfulness.................... 14:1-23
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Q. Israel likened to useless VINe-W0oO0d ...........cccccveeveeieeniiec e, 15:1-8

R. Israel likened to beautiful woman turned harlot, and judged....... 16:1-59
S. God will remember His covenant...........cccovvvverenenenencniesnenn 16:60-63
T. Parable of eagles and vine (Babylon, Egypt, and Israel).............. 17:1-24
U. Rebuttal of the “sour grapes” proverb, call to repent................... 18:1-32
V. Lament using the figure of lions and VINeS...........cccccccocvnirinnne. 19:1-14
W. Rebuke of idolatrous Israel (past and present)...........cccccvevvvennene. 20:1-32
X. God will rule over Israel (far future fulfillment)............c........... 20:33-44
Y. Imminent judgment against the south of Israel.......................... 20:45-49
Z. The sword of the Lord against ISrael............cccoceoeiiininininnnnns 21:1-32
AA. The sins of Israel and her furnace-like judgment..................... 22:1-31
AB. Sinful Israel/Judah pictured as two harlot sisters and judged ... 23:1-49
AC. The siege of Jerusalem begins.........cccccovveviiveiiieci e, 24:1-14
AD. Ezekiel’s wife’s death and his behavior an object lesson........ 24:15-27
Prophecies Against the Nations (near fulfillment)....................... 25:1-32:32
AL AIMIMON....iee e e 25:1-7
B. IMOD.......ceii e 25:8-11
CLEAOM e 25:12-14
DI T T (T TR 25:15-17
E. Tyre to be destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, and a lament......... 26:1-28:19
T o o] o R 28:20-24
G. Israel will dwell securely in the midst of the nations................. 28:25-26
H. EQY Pl e 29:1-21
I. Egypt and surrounding nations to be judged, and a lament......30:1-32:32
Call to Repentance (near fulfillment) ..........ccccoooeiiiiiiicinenn, 33:1-34:10
A. Ezekiel a watchman for Israel; call for repentance....................... 33:1-20
B. Report that Jerusalem was taken; reason: violations of the Law 33:21-29
C. The people listen to Ezekiel but do not obey ... 33:30-33
D. God holds Israel’s leaders responsible as shepherds ................... 34:1-10
Restoration of Israel (almost all far future)............c.cccocoveenenen. 34:10-48:35
A. God will be shepherd of His people.........cccoviiiiniiiiiiine 34:11-31
B. Judgment against Mount Seir (Edom; near fulfillment)............... 35:1-15
C. Blessings fOr ISrael .........coooeiiiiiiiiicce e, 36:1-37:28

1. Mountains of Israel will bring forth blessing.................... 36:1-15

2. Israel will be cleansed for the sake of God’s name ........ 36:16-38

3. Israelites will be physically resurrected.............ccoeevennee. 37:1-14

4. Israel will be re-unified into a single nation ................... 37:15-28
D. Judgment against Gog from Magog.........ccccecvevvvveiieiieeriieanne. 38:1-39:29
E. The millennial temple, worship, and land ...............ccccoevenenne. 40:1-48:35

1. Ezekiel introduced to the ViSioNn.........ccccooiieiiiienieieee 40:1-5

2. Layout and dimensions of the temple (by an angel)....40:6-42:20

3. Appearance of God’s glory and reason for vision ............ 43:1-12

4. God describes the altar and its consecration.................. 43:13-27
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5. The closed gate and admission to the temple..................... 44:1-9

6. Regulations for the priests ..........cccvvvieieieneiiicseen 44:10-31
7. Division of the land for the holy section..............cc.ccccvni. 45:1-8
8. Honest weights and measures (relevant for offerings) ..... 45:9-12
9. Offerings to and from the Prince ..........ccccocevvvevvevinvinennn. 45:13-17
10. Brief instruction concerning the feasts .............cc.ccce..e. 45:18-25
11. Details of worship of prince and people .......c..ccccvvveee. 46:1-15
12. Inheritance law of the prince..........ccccoeeveiiiincnnnnnn, 46:16-18
13. The kitchens for offerings.........c.cccoovevevieiicvc e 46:19-24
14. Healing river and trees ..........covveeieeeeieic e 47:1-12
15. Borders and tribal division of the land..................... 47:13-48:29
16. City gates and NAME .........covveierrieienie e 48:30-35

Time Markers

Passage | Text Calendar Date
1:1-2 Year 5 of captivity, | 593 B.C. counted from 597 B.C. when
month 4, day 5 Judah was deported under Jehoiachin
8:1 Year 6, month 6, 592 B.C., 14 months later. Note that
day 5 this allows enough time for the 390+40
days enacting the punishment of Israel.
20:1 Year 7, month 5, 591 B.C., 11 months later than 8:1
day 10
24:1 Year 9, month 10, January 588 B.C. Babylon began the
day 10 siege of Jerusalem.
26:1 Year 11, month ?, 586 B.C. On the 10" day of month 5 of
day 1 year 11, Jerusalem was taken.
29:1 Year 10, month ?, 587 B.C., out of chronological order
day 12 with the above, some months before the
defeat of Jerusalem.
29:17 Year 27, month 1, 570/71 B.C. The prophecy moves much
day 1 later in time, near the end of the
recorded ministry of Ezekiel.
30:20 Year 11, month 1, 58716 B.C.
day 7
31:1 Year 11, month 3, About 2 months after 30:20.
day 1
32:1 Year 12, month 12, | About 585/4 B.C., almost two years
day 1 after 30:20.
32:17 Year 12, month ?, This must be the same month as 32:1.
day 15
33:21 Year 12, month 10, | 585 B.C., and some sources are specific
day 5 with “January 8” as the exact date.
Report of Jerusalem’s capture comes to
Ezekiel by the hand of an escapee. This
was six months after the actual event
on July 18, 586 B.C.
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Notes

NGO

10.
11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.
18.

40:1 Year 25, month 1, 573-72 B.C., as the text says, exactly
day 1 14 years after the 586 B.C. date of the
capture of Jerusalem.

See 2 Kings 24 and 2 Chronicles 36:9-10 for more details on the captivity of Jehoiachin
which occurs at the beginning of Ezekiel’s ministry.

Note the formulaic phrase “the word of the LORD” which occurs 60 times in the book.
46 of those occurrences are longer: “the word of the LORD came to me.” These are
helpful markers for outlining the book.

Correlate the vision in chapter 1 with that in Revelation 4-5, and other places where
Christophanies are described.

The scroll of chapter 2 and 3 is a symbolic representation of the message of woe that
Ezekiel would bring to the nation. Like the book that the Apostle John ate (Revelation
10), it was sweet to the taste (3:3).

Note the remnant set aside from the initial calamities of chapter 5 (5:3).

Regarding the disposal of silver and gold in 7:19, see Prov. 11:4.

The idol worship in chapter 8 is strongly correlated to Romans 1:21-23.

Chapter 8, particularly at verse 6, shows the movement of God’s glory away from the
temple in Jerusalem. The people had forsaken God, so He was leaving them for a while.
Chapter 9 shows a devastating judgment is coming. However, God remembers His people
with mercy in that they are marked (symbolically) on their foreheads. They are the ones
who are upset over the abominable behavior of the nation and its leaders.

The six “men” of chapter 9 are angels.

11:3 makes more sense if you realize that Jeremiah was prophesying simultaneously that
the people should submit to Babylonian rule so they could live in peace. Their leadership
refused to consider that option.

The prince in 12:10-13 refers to King Zedekiah, who was ruling over Jerusalem at the
time, and was stubborn leader of the stubborn nation. His eyes were put out before he
arrived in Babylon, so he never saw it (2 Kings 25:1-7).

The goal of judgment, 12:15 records, is that the people of Israel will recognize that God
is the LORD. This is repeated several times throughout the book. God also desires that
Israel, at least a remnant of the nation, will admit their wrongdoings (12:16).

The wall built with bad mortar (13:10ff) represents the construction of the false prophets
in their prophecies. They promise peace—a wall of security—Dbut cannot deliver because
their construction is shoddy. It is not based on true revelation from God (13:7). False
prophecies have two effects: 1) strengthen the hands of the wicked and 2) grieve the
righteous (13:22).

Even in the midst of judgment against idolatry and unfaithfulness, God will protect a
remnant who will be a great encouragement to the prophet because of their righteous
ways (14:22-23).

The picture of sexual sins in chapter 16 conveys the spiritual adultery that Israel did in
departing from God and going after the pagan gods of other nations.

Notice the Messianic prophecy of 17:22-24.

Notice the question of “fairness” in 18:25-209.
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19.

20.
21.
22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.
29.

30.

31.

Ezekiel 27 is very reminiscent of Revelation 18. Both speak much of trade that had
occurred with the respective doomed cities.

Ezekiel 34:11ff reminds the reader of Psalm 23.

The identification of Gog, the land of Magog, and the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal
are difficult.

With the precise date giving in 40:1, it is evident that the captives have a somber
remembrance every year of the capture of Jerusalem and the destruction of their city and
way of life.

The temple described in chapters 40 and following is clearly different than Solomon’s
temple, Zerubbabel’s temple, the present heavenly temple (since this is in Jerusalem), and
the temple of the eternal state. It is what is called the millennial temple, existing for a
period of time between Christ’s second coming and the heavenly state. It is a huge
edifice.

When you read the section on the temple dimensions, you appreciate the proverb “a
picture is worth a thousand words.” It is hard to envision the temple without a diagram.
Why in 43:10 does God say that the details of the temple should cause the people to be
ashamed? It is because the vision shows what Israel could have had if they were obedient
to God. Since they weren’t, they were instead (for that time) suffering God’s consuming
anger. The vision also serves to show what the nation will have when Messiah returns and
establishes His kingdom. The shame of looking at what they presently experienced and
what they could be experiencing by God’s grace should produce deep repentance.

The identification of the prince around Ezekiel 45-46 is somewhat difficult. However, the
fact that he is assumed to have sons rules out that the prince is Messiah.

Very few places in the OT does one read of parables (Psalm 78:2, Prov. 1.6, Hosea 12:10,
but not in all translations). The idea occurs in several places in Ezekiel (17:2—eagle and
vine, 20:49—a forest fire, and 24:3—the cooking pot). The parable form is often used in
Matthew, Mark, and Luke.

The Sabbath is said to be a sign of the Mosaic covenant (20:12, 20).

It is not immediately obvious what God means when he speaks of Ezekiel being mute,
because it seems that he communicates prophetic messages throughout the book until
chapter 33 when he becomes “unmuted.” The relevant verses are Ezekiel 3:26-27, 24:27,
and 33:22. The muteness imposed upon Ezekiel seems to relate to his ability to rebuke
the people for their disobedience. He will only be able to speak the prophecies God gives
him, and no more. Whether they listen or refuse to listen is in their hands.

The structure of the book is a good proof that all of chapters 36-48 are references to a far
future fulfillment in which God blesses the nation in a way that reverses the judgments of
chapters 1-24.

Many readers and interpreters question the meaning of the last 9 chapters of the book,
with its huge temple, animal sacrifice, and other details. These concern the millennial
kingdom and its worship in Jerusalem. The vision will be fulfilled literally at that time. It
is designed to encourage the captive Israelites during Ezekiel’s day that God is not done
with the nation and will yet fulfill the covenants with them despite their sinfulness.
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Outline of Daniel

The book of Daniel is not a book of the historical section of the canon: it is better

categorized with the prophets. However, in chronological terms, it falls between 2 Chronicles
36:5 and 36:22 and (for the most part) before Ezra and Nehemiah. It records some historical
details of the period of captivity of the southern kingdom and offers a number of prophecies and
interpretations of those prophecies that concern the Gentile nations as well as the nation of Israel.

Outline
I. Daniel’s rise to fame in Babylon .........cccccocviiviiiiiniii e, 1:1-21
Il. Prophecies concerning the Gentiles..........ccccoovveiieiiiiciiccc e, 2:1-7:28
A The dream of the statue and its interpretation........................ 2:1-49
B. The three friends and the fiery furnace..........ccccoovevveenenen. 3:1-30
C. The dream of the tree, its interpretation and fulfillment......... 4:1-37
D. The end of Babylonian rule and start of Medo-Persian.......... 5:1-31
E. Daniel and the lion’s den .........ccccceeveiviie v 6:1-28
F. Daniel’s vision of the four beasts and its interpretation ......... 7:1-28
I11. Prophecies concerning ISrael ...........cccovevveieiieiiicse e 8:1-12:13
A The vision of the ram and male goat and its interpretation..... 8:1-27
B. Daniel’s prayer and the prophecy of the 70 weeks................. 9:1-27
C. The vision by the Tigris River and Israel’s persecution .. 10:1-12:13
Notes
1. Daniel’s prophecies are perhaps the most detailed in the Bible. The prophecy of chapter

11 in particular has already been fulfilled in all of its many details. The prophecy of 9:24-
27 has been, so far, fulfilled in a remarkable way.

The fulfillment of Daniel 9:24-27 commenced in 444 B.C. according to Neh. 2:1-8.
Daniel was written between 605 and 539 B.C. and its prophecies cover from 444 B.C. to
the end of human history.

The visions of Daniel 2 and 7 are parallel, that is, they have the same basic interpretation.
The main movers and shakers in world history, according to these visions, were Babylon,
Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome. Rome will come back in revived form during the
tribulation.

Whitcomb helpfully gives the theme of the book of Daniel as “God’s Rule” — over the
Gentile nations and over Israel. This picks up the idea of Daniel 4:34-35, where God
“does according to his will...among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his
hand...”

It is crucial to properly understand the book of Daniel to understand the book of
Revelation. For example, 2:44-45 refer to the coming kingdom of Christ. This comes up
in Revelation 19-20.

There is a wealth of “spiritual examples” in the book of Daniel. Consider: 1:8, 3:17-18,
6:10, Daniel’s study of the Scriptures in 9:2 and its result, the prayer of chapter 9.
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Expanded Outline of Daniel

I. Daniel’s rise to fame in Babylon ..........ccccooviiiiiniiiiiiie 1:1-21
A. First deportation in 605 B.C........ccccocveviviieiieie e 1:1-2
1. Daniel was part of this first deportation
2. Ezekiel was part of the second deportation (Ezek. 1:1-2)
3. Jeremiah allowed to stay in Israel in the third deportation (Jer. 40:1-6)

B. Introduction to Daniel and his diplomatic assignment ............. 1:3-7
C. Daniel’s commitment t0 PUritY .......cccccvvveviervcie e 1:8-16
D. Daniel’s God-given knowledge recognized............c.c.ccoueeee. 1:17-21
I1.  Prophecies concerning the Gentiles.............ccooeviiiiiniiiiiiicee, 2:1-7:28
A. The dream of the statue and its interpretation......................... 2:1-49
1. Nebuchadnezzar demands help with his dream................... 2:1-13

2. Daniel seeks the help of God .........ccocevveiieciiiccecc, 2:14-23

3. Daniel recounts the dream .........cccccevvvenieerenieeseenee e 2:24-35

4. Daniel gives the meaning of the dream...............c.ccceei. 2:36-45

5. Daniel and His God recognized...........cccoevevenencnnnnnnnns 2:46-49

B. The three friends and the fiery furnace...........cccccocviinnnnnn 3:1-30
1. Nebuchadnezzar makes an image for worshipping .............. 3:1-7

2. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego do not worship........... 3:8-18

3. The three men thrown into the furnace..........cc.cccceeevivnns 3:19-25

4. The three men saved and God recognized...............cc...... 3:26-30

C. The dream of the tree, its interpretation and fulfillment......... 4:1-37
1. Nebuchadnezzar’s letter opens with his dream................... 4:1-18

2. Daniel interprets the dream: it refers to the king .............. 4:19-26

3. Daniel gives advice in light of the dream ..............cccevennee. 4:27

4. The dream is fulfilled...........ccoov i 4:28-33

5. Nebuchadnezzar recognizes God as sovereign................. 4:34-37

D. The end of Babylonian rule and start of Medo-Persian.......... 5:1-31
1. Message to Belshazzar written on the wall................cc.c..... 5:1-6

2. Belshazzar calls for the message to be interpreted ............. 5:7-12

3. Daniel interprets the dream and criticizes Belshazzar ...... 5:13-29

4. Belshazzar killed and replaced...........cccoovvviiiiiiiiiiiicce, 5:30

E. Daniel and the lion’s den .........ccccovvveiviiiniie e, 6:1-28
1. Daniel hated by other leaders who plot against him............. 6:1-9

2. Daniel is faithful in his prayers.........cccccevevieivieiiciie e 6:10

3. Leaders’ plot implemented against Daniel ....................... 6:11-17

4. God saves Daniel from the lions..........ccccooeviiiiiiiiinnns 6:18-23

5. Leaders punished; God recognized...........ccccocererervinnnnns 6:24-28
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F. Daniel’s vision of the four beasts and its interpretation ......... 7:1-28

1. The vision desCribed ..........ccoovveviiiiiiiniiie e 7:1-14

2. The vision interpreted by an angel ............cccccvevevveincnene, 7:15-28

I11.  Prophecies concerning ISrael ...........cccooevveveiieiie s 8:1-12:13
A The vision of the ram and male goat and its interpretation..... 8:1-27
1. The vision described ..........cccoviiiiniiniiiiee s 8:1-14

2. The vision interpreted by Gabriel ..........cccocooiiiinins 8:15-27

B. Daniel’s prayer and the prophecy of the 70 weeks.................. 9:1-27
1. Daniel prays in confession for Israel ...........cccccevvvvveinennnns 9:1-19

2. Gabriel reveals a prophecy about 70 sevens..................... 9:20-27

C. The vision by the Tigris River; Israel’s persecution........ 10:1-12:13
1. Daniel sees a glorious man in his vision.............c.c.ccccveeunene 10:1-9

2. Angels help Daniel understand about Medo-Persia.....10:10-11:4

3. Conflict between kings of north and south ....................... 11:5-45

4. Israel to be rescued from deep tribulation..............c.ccce.ee. 12:1-3

5. Daniel told to seal the prophecy and go his way .............. 12:4-13

Preaching Outline of Daniel

The following is from the Friends of Israel 2017 Prophecy Conference which listed all the
sessions on the Book of Daniel, subtitle God's Revelation for Our Times.

0. Introduction: God's Revelation for Our Times...........ccco...... Jim Showers

1. A Faithful RESOIVE .......cooiiiiice 1:1-21 Steve Herzig

2. Nebuchadnezzar's Nightmare ..........ccccccoecveveiieieennns 2:1-30 Clarence Johnson
3. Destiny of the Gentiles............ccoovviiiiinniie, 2:31-49 Mike Stallard

4. Conviction Without Compromise........c.cccceevevveruenee. 3:1-30 David Levy

5. The Vision of God's Sovereign Rule ............ccccccvvenne. 4:1-37 Pat Neff

6. Babylon on the BrinK...........ccccovveveiieiieieccc e 5:1-30 Chris Katulka

7. Daniel's Stand for Truth..........ccccooiviiiniiee 6:1-28 Steve Herzig

8. The Most High's Everlasting Kingdom ...................... 7:1-28 Clarence Johnson
9. Daniel's Disturbing Dream..........ccccooerenenenencneninnn 8:1-27 Pat Neff

10. Daniel's Prayer for His People.........cccccevveveiicieennnne 9:1-19 David Levy

11.  Seventy Weeks for ISrael .........cccooeovveiiicnciinnnnn 9:20-27 Mike Stallard

12. Daniel's Encounter with God's Glory............ccccv..e. 10:1-21 Simon Lawry

13.  Past Enemies Become Prophetic Players.................. 11:1-45 Chris Katulka
14, God's Final MeSSage ........cccvvveiieeiieeiieiie e sie e 12:1-13 Jim Showers
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Outline of Hosea

The book of Hosea is another one in the 8th century B.C., roughly contemporary with
Micah and Isaiah (see the “king lists” in 1:1 of each of these books). Since the Northern
Kingdom’s destruction in 722 B.C. is depicted as future, his prophecy was written before then,
but certainly after 790, the start of Uzziah’s reign. Probably Hosea wrote between 755 and 710
B.C. or thereabouts. He specifically prophesies against the Northern Kingdom.

Outline
L. INErOAUCTION ... s 1:1
Il. The Illustration of Hosea’s Marriage.........cccovvveeiivveeiiiveeiieeesieessnnens 1:2-3:5
A. Hosea’s Marriage and Children ............cccooveviiiinieiiiiiiciece 1:2-1:9
B. Restoration of ISrael ..........cccoovviiiiiiiiiieee e 1:10-2:1
C. Explanation of Israel’s Harlotry and God’s Taking Her Back....... 2:2-23
D. Parallel of Unfaithful Gomer and Israel............ccoceveveiiiieninnnnnnne. 3:1-5
I1l. Judgment Speeches Against Israel and Calls for Repentance ......... 4:1-14:9
A First Judgment SPEECH .....ccviiiiiiie 4:1-19
B. Second Judgment SPEeCh ..........ccevviieiieie i 5:1-15
C. Call t0 REPENTANCE ...t 6:1-3
D. Third Judgment SPEeCh..........cccevveii i 6:4-8:14
E. Fourth Judgment SPeech ... 9:1-11:7
F. Promise of DeliVeranCe.........ccovveieieiininisieee e 11:8-11
G. Fifth Judgment SPeech...........ccoovviiirieic e 11:12-12:14
H. Sixth Judgment SPeech ........c.covvieiiiiec e 13:1-16
I. Call t0 REPENTANCE.........oiiiiiiieeee e 14:1-9
Notes

1. Gomer and the marriage were literal, not just symbolic. Hosea’s marriage and family
were an illustration of the harlotry of Israel and God’s judgment and deliverance.

2. The use of Hosea 1:10 and 2:23 in Rom. 9:25-26 presents a little problem. Some take
it that this passage shows that the Church fulfills Hosea and replaces Israel. This is
incorrect. Rather Paul is using the passage in a principial fashion. Verse 24 shows that
he is talking about not only the Jews, but the Gentiles also. God saves those who are
not deserving of it and brings them into a relationship with Himself.

3. Hosea 11:1 is used in Matt. 2:15. Some suggest that Hosea must have written with
two meanings to include the prophecy about Christ. The problem with this view is
that Hosea is clearly talking about a historical event regarding the nation, not a
prophetic event involving Jesus. However, Jesus is a Jew who is God’s Son (as Israel
was also, Exodus 4:22-23) and who was in Egypt and left (as Israel did in the OT).
Matthew reflects this analogy between the nation and its best Son in his quotation.

4. Paul uses Hosea 13:14 in 1 Cor. 15:55 in his taunt against death, which has lost its
power due to the death and resurrection of Christ. In Hosea, these are sandwiched
between verses on judgment; but in Paul they are not judgment verses. It is best to
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understand that Hosea abruptly switched from a judgment context (v. 13) to a
blessing context (v. 14) and then back again (end v. 14).

5. Notice the pattern of judgment speeches and calls to repentance or statements of
deliverance.
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Outline of Joel

The book of Joel is addressed to the Southern Kingdom. Joel and Obadiah were roughly
contemporaries about the same time as Elijah and Elisha in the 9th century B.C. The name Joel
means “Jehovah is God.”

Outline
L. INEOAUCTION ... s 1:1
Il. Recent Covenant Chastisement by God............ccccoevevveieiieenicieseene, 1:2-20
A LOCUSE PlAQUE ..o 1:2-14
B. [ (01U T ] | SR 1:15-20
I1l.  The Northern Army (Future: Day of the Lord)...........ccccovevvevvevnnennne. 2:1-32
A The Army Described...........ccooeiiiiiiiiiie 2:1-11
B. Judah Called to Repentance...........cccovveveivieiieve e 2:12-17
C. Deliverance of Judah..........ccoovviiiiiiiinccce e 2:18-32
1. Material bleSSINg.......cccocvveiviiiiiccece e 2:18-27
2. Spiritual bIESSING.......ccveieiiiiieer e 2:28-32
IV. Judgment in the Valley of Jehoshaphat (Valley of Decision)............. 3:1-21
A Time and LOCAtION ........cccviieiiieie e 3:1-2a
B. Reason for the Judgment.........cccoo v 3:2b-3
C. Judgment against Tyre, Sidon, and Philistia................cccceveee. 3:4-8
D. Battle and Destruction of the Armies of the Nations.............. 3:9-14
E. Restoration of Judah ... 3:15-21
Notes

1. Note the verses that show the prophecy is directed to the southern kingdom: 2:1, 15, 23,
32,3:1, 6, 8, 16-21.

2. The use of Joel 2:28-32 in Acts 2:15-21 requires some explanation. Was Joel completely
fulfilled on the Day of Pentecost, or is something a little more subtle going on with
Peter’s use of the Joel passage? I take it that Peter is saying that the Spirit’s activity and
the offer of salvation are similar, by analogy, to that prediction made by Joel in 2:28-32.
Note several items in support:

a. Joel 2 is in an eschatological context; Acts 2 is not.

b. There is no fulfillment formula used in Acts 2 (“this is...”)

c. There are not many common elements between the prophecy and the historical
event in Acts. Certainly the natural disasters and phenomenon from Joel did not
occur in Acts 2. Not all people were given the Spirit, etc.

d. Peter does not cite the whole passage.

3. Note that the locusts of chapter 1 are literal; the army of chapter 2 is not of locusts but
rather a national army from the north, namely Assyria. Normally (as the next point
illustrates) locust plagues come from the south. This army is from the north. Also chapter
2 explicitly says that we are dealing with an army of people (2:2, 5). Finally, the northern
army is a common player in Biblical eschatology (see Dan. 11:40).
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4. Note: “The last locust plague to hit Israel was in 1959, followed by a smaller incident in

1961. Of course, Israelis also recall the plague of locusts afflicted the Egyptians prior to
the Exodus, as commemorated each year in the Passover Seder.”

(http://web.israelinsider.com/Articles/Travel/4339.htm). Yahoo News had a story of the
recent (November 2004) locust plague. These locusts came from Egypt to southern Israel.
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Outline of Amos

The book of Amos was written about 760 B.C. We know this because he prophesied
during the reigns of Jeroboam Il (793-753 B.C.) of Israel and Uzziah (790-740 B.C.) of Judah,
and because he mentions an earthquake that archeologists calculate to have occurred about 760
B.C. Like Hosea, he specifically prophesies against the Northern Kingdom. During this time, the
nation of Israel (the northern kingdom) was marked by total apostasy, idolatry, immorality, and
such like. Amos prophesies against them ahead of their 722 B.C. destruction at the hands of the
Assyrians. Amos’ name means burden. He was from Tekoa, about 10 miles south of Jerusalem.

As many have noted, the first six chapters use the oracle or “word-based” prophecy
format, whereas chapters seven through nine are conveyed through visions.

Outline
L. INEOAUCTION ... e 1:1
I1. Judgment Prophecies Against Gentiles............ccccoccevveiieveiievn e, 1:2-2:3
A Punishment of Damascus (capital of Syria)..........ccccocvvinennnne 1:2-5
B. Punishment of Gaza (capital of Philistia) ...............cccccoevvernnnnnn. 1:6-8
C. Punishment of Tyre (capital of Phoenicia) ...........c.cccccvvninnnns 1:9-10
D Punishment of EOM ..o 1:11-12
E Punishment of AmMMON ........cccoviiiiiie e 1:13-15
F. Punishment of M0oab ..o 2:1-3
I11.  Judgment Prophecies Against Judah and Israel ............ccccccevvevirnnne. 2:4-16
A Punishment of Judah..........cccooveiiiiiiie e 2:4-5
B. Punishment of ISrael ..........ccccooeiiiiiiiiiee s 2:6-16
IV. Judgment Against ISrael...........ccccoevveiiiiciicce e 3:1-6:14
A. Destruction for idolatry, VIOIENCe ........c.cccvevvieeieiececee 3:1-15
B. Deportation, famine, drought for oppression, idolatry ........... 4:1-13
C. Seek God and good, not idols and evil ............cccoovevviieinennnns 5:1-27
D. Life of ease about to end..........ccceveiiiiiinicice e 6:1-14
V. Visions of the Future and Amos’ Intercession.........ccccccceevvveeerennnen.. 7:1-9:10
A Vision of the locusts (the Lord relented) ..o 7:1-3
B. Vision of the fire (the Lord relented)...........cccccvveviiiiieieenene, 7:4-6
C. Vision of the plumb line (the Lord did not relent).................... 7:7-9
VI. Opposition to Amos and HiS MESSage.........cccourvrrrrierenierienenisieens 7:10-17
VII. More Visions Of the FULUI ..........ccooveiiieiiee e 8:1-9:10
A Vision of the fruit basket...........ccocooveiiiiiii e, 8:1-14
B. Vision of the altar..........ccccevveiiiieiie e 9:1-10
VIII. Vision of Eschatological ReStoration...........ccccevvevveieienencnesennnn 9:11-15
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Notes

1. The three visions early in chapter 7 start out in seemingly favorable fashion—the first
disaster is described, then Amos intercedes. God says He will not do it. The second is
likewise. By the third vision, the reader is awaiting the third relenting from God, but
when verse 9 ends, the reader does not see it. God does not relent.

Clearly 9:11-15 are not fulfilled yet and will not be until the millennial kingdom.

3. However, much of Amos is not far fulfillment either. Therefore, we have to determine
which judgments and prophecies were to be fulfilled soon after the writing, and which
were to be fulfilled in the far future.

4. Making a division at 9:11 seems to be a good starting point. Everything before that is
near fulfillment; everything after is far fulfillment.

5. But is the Day of the Lord (DOL) in 5:18-20 a reference to the far future? It does not
seem so. Is there more than one DOL then? Or is there one in the far future, with this
passage referring to that single DOL in illustration of what will happen in the near future?

6. Note the use of Amos 9:11-12 in Acts 15:16-18. James understands Amos to allow the
present age of calling out the Gentiles after which (“after this”) the Lord will re-establish
the house (monarchy/rule) of David. It is therefore consistent that since there will be
Gentiles “called by My name” that the Gentiles do not need to come into Israel through
circumcision. The works of the law are not required for salvation.

N
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Outline of Obadiah

The book of Obadiah is about judgment upon Edom, which is the nation that came from
Esau. Obadiah’s name means “servant of the LORD” or “worshipper of the LORD.” Some
interpreters believe that he is the earliest of the Minor Prophets, having written around 845 B.C.
As such, he would have overlapped the ministries of Joel (south) and Elijah and Elisha (north).
Others put the date of Obadiah’s composition around the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. In
this case, he would have overlapped or been near in time to the ministries of Daniel, Ezekiel, and
Jeremiah.

The ancient city called Petra was the capital of Edom, previously called Sela. Hidden
away for centuries south of the Dead Sea, it was re-discovered in 1812. It has been uninhabited
for centuries. Thus we know that God's oracle of doom through Obadiah was fulfilled.

Outline
IR 101 oo (3T [ o USSP la
I1. The Judgment 0N EdOM ........ccooiiiiiiiiieeee e 1b-9
A. Call to the Nations for Battle against EdOM ...........cccccevveveiiennn, 1b
B. Abasement Of EAOM ... 2
C. Pride of Edom and God’s Judgment against It ............ccocvrienns 3-4
D. Total DESIIUCTION ....c.vvevieie e 5-9
1. Calamity Worse Than a Normal Thief............cccooevviiineen 5-6
2. Traitors will Join in the DeStruction ...........cccceevveevivereeieseennnn, 7
3. Wise and Mighty will be Destroyed with the Rest................... 8-9
[11. The Reason for the Judgment ...........c.ccoeveeiiic i 10-14
A Summary of Charges and Judgment against Edom ....................... 10
B. Edom’s Passive Support of Israel’s Destruction...................... 11-12
1. Standing by doing NOtNING .........cccovviiiiiiie e, 11
2. Rejoicing at her calamity ..........ccccccvevviieeie i 12
C. Edom’s Active Support of Israel’s Destruction...........cccccuueee. 13-14
IO 0T ] T OSSR OUSTURS 13
2. Mistreatment and Betrayal of Refugees..........c.ccocvvriniininienn, 14
V. The Day Of the LOrd.......cccoooiiiiiiieee s 15-21
A. A Day of Destruction for Edom and the Nations............... 15-16, 18
B. A Day of Deliverance for Judah ............ccccccevvevviieinennnnn, 17,19-21
Notes

1. See Gen. 27:38-40. At the occasion of Jacob’s trickery to receive the blessing of the
firstborn, Esau requested some kind of blessing from his father, and he did receive
something. But notice that twice he is predicted to be the servant of his brother (v. 37,
40). God’s line would come through Jacob.

2. See Mal. 1:2-5. Here Esau is said to be “hated” as compared to Jacob who is “loved.”
Esau’s descendants, Edom, were decimated.
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Rom. 9:10-13. Here the hating and loving is indicated in terms of the doctrine of
divine election. God chose Jacob over Esau, both of them still in the womb, neither
having done any good or evil. This is used in Romans to demonstrate that the purpose
of God according to election will not be frustrated. God has that prerogative.

Note that Esau was profane (Heb. 12:16-17); he despised his birthright (Gen. 25:34);
and his was not the line that God chose to bless with the Messianic promises.
Regarding verse 12, note Proverbs 17:5 about the one who rejoices at calamity.

The possessions of verse 17 are enumerated in verse 19-20.

Note verses 19-21 which indicate the establishment of the millennial kingdom.

The Day of the Lord is an important eschatological concept in the Bible. It includes
the 7-year tribulation and 1000-year kingdom. Note Amos 5:18-20 (these verses
indicate that the DOL was known before Amos wrote in the 700s B.C., thus the
earlier date for Obadiah).

Note that looting and betrayal will turn on the heads of the Edomites (5-7, 13-14).

. Other passages of Scripture speak of Edom: Isa 11:14; 34:5-17; 63:1-6; Jeremiah

9:25-26; 25:17-26; 49:7-22; Lam 4:21-22; Ezekiel 25:12-14; 35:15; Joel 3:19; Amos
1:11-12; 9:11-12.
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Outline of Jonah

The book of Jonah was most probably written sometime between 793 and 752 B.C.
during the reign of Jeroboam Il, a wicked king of the northern kingdom (2 Kings 14:25). Hosea
and Amos would be roughly Jonah’s contemporaries. Jonah is sent to the north and west to the
people of Nineveh. This is somewhat odd for an Israelite prophet to be sent to another people.

Outline

I, Jonah’s FIIght.......cccoiiiiiiiii e 1:1-1:17
A. Command to go to NIiNeVEN .........ccevvevieeccceee e, 1:1-2
B. Jonah’s diSODEdIENCE ......ccviiiiiiiiiiieiic e 1:3

C. The storm brings out the truth.............cccccvveviii i, 1:4-1
D. The calming of the Storm ..o 1:11-16
E. Jonah in the huge fish prepared by God............ccccovevviieivencnne. 1:17
I1. Jonah’s Prayer in the Fish........cccccoiiiiiiie 2:1-10
A God hears Jonah’s prayers and Jonah VOWS.........c.ccccevvvirrinnnne 2:1-9
B. God directs the fish to vomit Jonah ...........ccccccovviiiiiiiiicinn, 2:10
[1l. Jonah’s Preaching and Nineveh’s Repentance ..............cccecvvriiennnne 3:1-10
A Command t0 go to NINEVEN ........ccooeiiiiiieccce e 3:1-2
B. Jonah’s preaching...........ccoeviiiiiiiiii 3:3-4
C. The belief and repentance of the Ninevites............cc.ccocevvrnnnnne 3:5-9
D. The “repentance” of GOd ........cccvviiiriiiiiiii e 3:10

IV. Jonah’s Anger
A. Jonah’s selfish prayer.........ccoeiiiiii e 4:1-3
B God’s preparation of the gourd as an illustration...................... 4:4-6
C. The worm and sunlight complete the object lesson.................. 4:7-8
D God’s rebuke of Jonah: object lesson explained..................... 4:9-11
Notes

1. The account is historical, not fiction. Why? The Scriptures record it as such. There is
no note of parable or allegory here at all. The Lord Jesus testifies to the same in
Matthew 12:40. There are other reported cases of such incidents where a man is
swallowed by a fish, yet lives, so it is not even unknown outside of the Scriptures.
Even if it were, who cares? Is God or man the authority?

2. The right thing to do is to obey God’s clearly revealed will. Don’t disobey!

3. With respect to 1:7, it is not right today to cast lots to determine answers from God,
though this has been used at times in the past, and with Divine sanction (see, for
instance, the Urim and Thummim in Num. 27:21). See also Acts 1:26 and Judges
6:36-40. In the Judges passage, direct revelation from God was not enough for
Gideon, though should have been. What would Gideon have done had the fleece not
turned out the way he wanted? Would he have disobeyed God? In Acts 1:26, we see
the last use of the lot in seeking direction from the Lord. Once the Holy Spirit was
given on the day of Pentecost in His special baptizing and indwelling capacities in
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this age, the Spirit leads believers through other means (see Acts 13:2). Today, our
direction comes through the leading of the Spirit as informed by the Word of God.

. Jonah is quite displeased that the Ninevites are not going to get their “due.” What do
you think that he is thinking? Perhaps this: “There is no way that the Ninevites should
have a chance. They are far worse than Israel.” Can you conclude anything else? Do
you think that he doesn’t understand the care that God has for souls? Do you think he
is self-absorbed in the sense that he cared for the gourd (for his own benefit) but not
the people of Nineveh? Do you think he would rejoice at the overthrow of Nineveh?
What did God say about that kind of attitude in the Edomites (Obadiah 12).

Notice the coupling of faith with repentance in the Ninevites. Notice the complete
nature of the repentance—from King on down to the animals.

God’s “repentance” is an anthropomorphic expression for how he deals with men
when they change their course of action. There is no uncertainty with God what He
would do.

. There is a nice note here of the need to put aside racial or ethnic prejudices. Israel was
not the only people that God cared about—He demonstrates that He also cares for the
Gentiles.

Notice the argument from lesser to greater in the last few verses of the book (gourd to
people’s souls).

Did you ever notice that there is no missionary mandate in the OT? Israelites are not
sent out in droves to preach to the other nations. The other nations have to come to
Israel. The OT system is Israel-centric. In the NT, that is totally changed around in
Matt. 28:18-20.
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Outline of Micah

The book of Micah is a comprehensive prophecy covering the northern and southern
kingdoms in the second half of the 8th century. From 1:1, it has to be dated between 740 and 686
B.C., the times of the reigns of the three kings listed there. Some of his prophecies predate the
fall of the north in 722 B.C., and others predate the siege of Jerusalem during the time of
Hezekiah (2 Kings 18:17ff). Micah’s name means “who is like the LORD?”

The prophecy can be outline in three major sections. Each begins with a call to “hear”
(1:2, 3:1, and 6:1).

Outline

L. INErOAUCTION ... s 1:1
I1. Prophecy to the NationS..........ccccoveiieieiicsece e 1:2-2:13
A Summons to the Nations and Witnesses ..........cccocvvvrereneneennen, 1:2

B. Announcement of Judgment on Judah and Israel ..................... 1:3-5

C. Destruction of SAMaria .........ccccveveieere i 1:6-7

D. Micah’s Mourning at the Judgment.............cccoooviiiiiciieennnn. 1:8-16

E. Reasons for JUAGMENT .........ccooiieiiiiieeee s 2:1-2

F. Judgment from God ........cccocveiiiiiieee 2:3-11

G. Deliverance of the Remnant..........ccccovevveiiiienieene e 2:12-13

[11. Prophecy to the Leaders of the Southern and Northern Kingdoms . 3:1-5:15
A Summons to Leaders of South and North.............ccocoeeviiviinnennnn, 31

B. Charges Against Corrupt Leaders and Consequences............. 3:2-12

C. The Kingdom of God and Israel’s Regathering.............c.......... 4:1-8

D. The Babylonian EXile ... 4:9-10

E. ArMageddon.........coceeiveieiie e 4:11-5:1

F. The Redeemer’s Place of Birth and Rule..............ccceeeennnn. 5:2-15

IV. Prophecy to God’s People.........ccooviiiiiiiiiiiic e 6:1-7:20
A Summons to God’s People and Witnesses............c.cceevvevinennn. 6:1-2

B GOd’S QUESTION ...t 6:3-5

C. Micah’s Questions and Response ...........cccceevviveiiiiciiciinnnn, 6:6-8

D. God’s Judgment ..o 6:9-16

E Micah Notices the Treachery and Wickedness in the Nation... 7:1-6

F Micah Waits on the Lord ........ccceevvevverecieseee e 7:7-13

G Micah Appeals to God for National Deliverance from Sin .. 7:14-20

Notes

1. Note that the capital of the northern kingdom (Israel) is Samaria. The capital of the
southern kingdom (Judah) is Jerusalem.

Evidently the people were sick of hearing God’s prophets: 2:6.

In 3:2-12, the leaders are the rulers, the false prophets, the judges, and the priests.
4. Note these well-known passages: 4:3 (cf. Joel 3:10 and Isaiah 2:4); 5:2, 6:6-8.

wmn
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5. Note the treachery in 7:1-6: “they all lie in wait for blood;” that they may...do evil
with both hands;” “scheme together;” “do not trust in a friend;” and the family

treachery in 7:6.
6. Note passages whose fulfillment is far into the future: 2:12-13; 4:1-8 (except 5); 4:11-

5:1 (except maybe 5:1); 5:2-15; 7:11-20.
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Outline of Nahum

The book of Nahum is addressed to Nineveh and also to the entire Assyrian empire of
which Nineveh was the capital city. Recall that Jonah was another prophet who was told to bring
a message to Nineveh. Jonah was written in the early half of the 8th century B.C. (recall that we
said this was sometime between 793-752 B.C.). Nahum writes about 100 years later that
judgment that is imminent for Nineveh. Apparently their repentance under Jonah’s ministry did
not last more than a portion of the intervening century.

The date of Nahum can be located between 663 B.C. and 612 B.C. The former date
marks the fall of Thebes in Egypt to the Assyrians (3:8) and this is used as an example by
Nahum. Further, the fall of Nineveh to the Babylonians occurred in 612. This could put Nahum’s
writing during the reigns of Manasseh (most likely), Amon, or Josiah. I think the book was
written earlier in that time period due to the strength of Assyria, which was in the process of
being eclipsed in the 7th century by the Babylonians under Nebuchadnezzar, i.e. later in the
century we find a weaker and weaker Assyrian power.

Nahum’s name means comfort or consolation. The message is of no comfort to Nineveh,
obviously, but is of comfort to Judah, whose enemies will be punished thoroughly.

Outline
L. INErOAUCTION ... e 1:1
Il. God the Judge and the Conspiracy Against Him............c.cccccoevevenee. 1:2-15
A His Holy CharaCter ...........ccooeieiiieiiiiseeeeee e 1:2-3a
B. HiS Great POWET ........cccoiiiiiiiieie e 1:3b-6
C. HIS JUSTICE ..ot 1:7-8
D. Judgment against Nineveh ..........ccccccevveieiecce e, 1:9-123, 14
E. Deliverance for Judah ...........oocveveiieiiiie e 1:12b-13, 15
I11. The Promised Destruction of Nineveh...........ccccocvevviienivicniceenncnn 2:1-13
A. The Call to be Ready for Judgment ..........ccccceeveiieeiiccee, 2:1-2
B The Picture of the Battle .........c.ccooevvvieiiiree e 2:3-6
C. The Captivity and Spoil of Nineveh ..........cccccccooviveveieieenen. 2:7-10
D The Figure of the Destruction of the Young Lions............... 2:11-13
IV. Further Detail of the Destruction of Nineveh ............cccccevevvivnnnenen. 3:1-19
A. Reason for Judgment............ccooveveie i 3:1,4
B. Carnage in NINBVEN.........cooiiiiii e 3:2-3
C. Humiliation of Nineveh ... 3:5-7
D. Example of Thebes ..o 3:8-11
1. Fortifications will not help.........cccooviiiiiiii 3:8-10
2. Comparison of Nineveh to Thebes ..., 3:11
E. Mockery of NINEVEN ........cccviiiiiice e 3:12-18
1. Mockery of the weakness of her defenses ..............c.co...... 3:12-13
2. Mocking call to strengthen her defenses............ccccceeveennee. 3:14-15
3. Mockery of her chief officials...........ccocevvviniiiniiins 3:16-18
F. Irreversible DeStruction ...........coceveveiieniie e 3:19
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Notes

1. Note that the “chief officials” of Nineveh, as I have called them, are the merchants,
commanders, generals, shepherds, and nobles.
2. Note the phrase “I am against you.” It occurs in 2:13 and 3:5.

3. The figure “young lions” represents Assyria. They were powerful like lions; now they
will be consumed as by lions.

4. Notice the attributes of God, particularly those mentioned in chapter 1.
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Outline of Habakkuk

The book of Habakkuk was probably written sometime between 609 and 598 B.C. during
the reign of Jehoiakim. A tighter time frame of 609 to 605 B.C. is likely. This date best explains
the identity of the wicked people in 1:2-4 (Jews in Judah), the super-power status of Babylon
(which had to come after Nabopolassar in 625 B.C.), and the fact that Josiah (reign 640-609
B.C.) was exempted from seeing the invasion of Babylon (2 Kings 22:20). Verse 1:5 indicates
that the fulfillment of the judgment on Judah will be within the prophet’s lifetime (“in your
days”).

Outline

I. Question and Answer Regarding Sinin Judah ...........cccccoevevvevieennnnn, 1:1-11
A. Introduction to HabakKuK ............ccccoooviiiiiiiiiieese e, 1:1

B. Question about Judah’s ONQGOING SiN.........cccevieeieiiieiiece e 1:2-
C. God’s Answer: | will use Babylon to punish Judah....................... 1:5-11
1. 1t will be a ShoCKIiNgG SUIPFISE .....ccvveeieiieieeee e 1:5
2. God is raising up the Chaldeans to serve Him............c.cc.co..... 1:6a
3. The fierceness of Babylon ..o, 1:6b-11
I1. Question and Answer Regarding Babylon.............ccccccoecviieiinenenn, 1:12-2:20
A. Question about Babylon...........cccceviiiiininiiiiece e 1:12-17
1. Objection to God’s appointment..........ccccvvevrerrereeieeresreeinnan 1:12
2. How can God use wicked to punish more righteous?............ 1:13
3. Will the nations ever stop killing each other?................... 1:14-17
B. God’s Answer: Woe to Babylon ..........cccoooviiiiiic 2:1-20
1. Habakkuk watches for the anSwer ...........ccccocveeveniiienieieiene 2:1
2. Habakkuk commanded to record the answer: it is urgent..... 2:2-3
3. Babylon is WICKed..........cccoveieiiececceee e 2:4-5
4. First woe: Wealth taken away ............ccoovvveiiienencincncninns 2:6-8
5. Second woe: What they build will itself cry for judgment. 2:9-11
6. Third woe: Fire will consume their labor ............c............ 2:12-14
7. Fourth woe: Evil they do will come on themselves.......... 2:15-17
5. Fifth woe: Uselessness of idolSs.........ccccocevvvevviiniveninennnne, 2:18-20
[1l. Habakkuk’s Prayer Psalm..........ccccoooniiniiiie 3:1-19
A. Request to revive God’s WOrK........ccoooveiriiiiiiiiiiic e 3:1-2
B. God’s answer: A Theophany of judgment and deliverance............ 3:3-15
1. Description of the Theophany...........ccccocviviivieiii e, 3:3-4
2. Judgment resulting in natural disaster..............cccccvevvrvenne 3:5-11
3. Judgment resulting in national disasters ................... 3:12, 13b-15
4. Israel’s Salvation ........ccccccoiiieeiiiiiiie e 3:13a
C. Habakkuk’s RESPONSE ......ccevviiiiiiiiiiieiicicneee e 3:16-18
1. Fear at what God Will dO...........cccoovviieiiieiee e 3:16
2. Joy in God despite calamity .........ccceeveeieeiiiiiicic e, 3:17-19
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Notes

o

Note the use of Hab. 2:4 in the New Testament: Rom. 1:17, Gal. 3:11, Heb. 10:38. The
seeming varied application of the verse is an interesting interpretive problem in light of
the single meaning of any given proposition.

The surprise of 1:5a is because Egypt was the dominant power over Israel’s region. Egypt
would be supplanted by Babylon.

Is 1:12 an objection or an agreement with God’s appointment of Babylon as the
instrument to mete out His punishment?

The book in general speaks of a near judgment and an eventual deliverance of Israel.
What is the answer to Habakkuk’s initial question, i.e. “How can you use someone more
wicked than we to judge us?”

a. Habakkuk does recognize God’s appointment of Babylon as the instrument of
judgment, but he wonders about the fairness of it.

b. God says that He will ultimately take care of Babylon too.

c. Itis interesting to note that there are no “righteous” nations that God can use to
judge other ones. But relative righteousness seems to be a valid thing to talk
about, though it is not determinative in God’s choice of instrument.

Note the prophet’s deep trust in God at the end of chapter 3.
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Outline of Zephaniah

The book of Zephaniah is about the Day of the Lord. Zephaniah is a great-great-grandson
of king Hezekiah (Hezekiah, Amariah, Gedaliah, Cushi, Zephaniah) and he prophesied during
the days of King Josiah. This puts his ministry around 640-630 B.C.

Outline

L. INEOAUCTION ... s 1:1
Il. Thorough Judgment on Judah and Jerusalem ............ccccccovvevveierinennn. 1:2-18
A Certain judgment on Judah ... 1:2-13

B. Description of the Day of the Lord..........ccccceeevveieiecinenen, 1:14-18

1. Call t0 REPENTANCE .....cvveeeeciicie e 2:1-3
A The meek entreated to seek GOd............coovvvvieiinencicnce, 2:1-3a

B. Judgment may pass OVEr SOME........ccccveieerreerieseesieerieseeseeeeeenas 2:3b

V. Judgment on the NatioNS...........ccceiieiiciie i 2:4-15
A Judgment on the seacoast Nations (West) ........cccccevvvererernnine 2:4-7

B. Judgment on Moab and Ammon (east)........cccccecevveveeiiesinenne. 2:8-11

C. Judgment on Ethiopia (SOUtN) ..........ccoeiiriiieiecceeeee, 2:12

D. Judgment on Assyria, Nineveh (north) ..........cccccoeeeiieieennns 2:13-15

V. Charges Against ISFael ..........ccceeveiieiieiicc e 3:1-7
A. The rebellion of the people ... 3:1-4

B. The justice 0f GOd........cccceiiiiicce e 3:5

C. Lesson from destruction of other nations not heeded................ 3:6-7

VI. Future Judgment and BIESSING ........ccoceiiririniiiiieeee e 3:8-20
A. Judgment and restoration of the nations .............ccccccevveiienee, 3:8-9

B. Israel gathered and regenerated ............ccoovveieiencnencncniens 3:10-13

C. The King’s presence the guarantee of blessing..................... 3:14-20

Notes

1. 1:12 suggests an attitude that God is irrelevant to the affairs of the day; that He will
not care either way what happens. How false! Notice the use of the term “lamps”
which indicates a thorough searching out for these types of people. They will not
escape!

2. Notice the “I will” statements of chapter 1 (2, 3 [3x], 4 [2x], 8, 9). There is no
uncertainty here!

3. Notice that the book initially describes the Day of the Lord as a period of great
darkness (1:15).

4. Note 2:10 where reasons are given for the destruction of the surrounding nations
(pride, reproach and threats against God’s people Israel—see 2:8). 1:17 gives an
additional reason, this for the judgment upon Judah and Jerusalem: sin.
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Note 3:1-2 where reasons are given for the downfall of Jerusalem (oppression,
disobedience, unteachable, unbelief, not drawn near to God).

Note 3:9ff where there is a period of great blessing.

The end of chapter 3 predicts the fulfillment of Deut. 26:19, the exaltation of Israel.
The “pure language” of 3:9 is not a universal language but is the fruit of regeneration
for the nations. They will have pure speech as proof of what has happened to them.
They will no longer heap insults, reproaches, and arrogant threats against Israel.
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Outline of Haggai

The book of Haggai consists of four prophetic messages from God to the leaders and
people of Israel who had returned from the exile. These messages center around the call to
rebuild the temple and the blessings and curses that are associated with either rebuilding or not
doing so. The final message has to do with the defeat of the Gentile kingdoms which have caused
so much difficulty for Israel over the years. Haggai’s name means “festive.”

Outline
I. First Message: Rebuild the Temple for the Glory of God .................. 1:1-15
A The Setting: August 520 B.C......ccooiiiiiiiiieecee e 1:1
B. The Content of the MeSSage .......ccccvvevvvieeiiere e 1:2-11
1. Disobedience of the People...........ccocviriiiniciinince 1:2-4
2. Consequences of Disobedience (Curses) ........ccccveue.. 1:5-6, 9-11
3. Call to Build for God’s Pleasure and Glory.............ccccvvnuee. 1:7-8
C. The People’s Obedience and God’s SHrring...........c.ccceevenne.. 1:12-15
I1. Second Message: ENCOUragement.........ccoevveeeieeiieseeseesie e 2:1-9
A The Setting: October 520 B.C........cocooiiiiiiiieeeee 2:1
B. The Comparative Question about the Glory of the Temple...... 2:2-3
C. The Future Glory of the Temple in the Age of Peace............... 2:4-9
. THIrd MESSAQE:.....c..iiitiiisieeee e 2:10-19
A. The Setting: December 520 B.C. after the Temple is done........ 2:10
B. The Question about Principles of Clean and Unclean .......... 2:11-13
C. The Application of the Principle (Why Curses) ................... 2:14-17
D. Obedience Brings Reversal of CUrse ........c.cccceevvvevvenennnnne 2:18-19
V2 FOUIN MESSAGE: ..ottt 2:20-23
A. The Setting: Same Time as the Third Message ...........cccccveuvenne. 2:20
B. Physical and Political Disturbance...........cccccoceeiiiniiiinnnnnn 2:21-22
C. Exaltation of Zerubbabel...............ccooviiiiiiin, 2:23
Notes

1. Notice the number of times the "word of the LORD" or "thus saith the LORD of
hosts" or similar phrases are mentioned (27 times in 38 verses).
2. Notice the timeline of events:
a. 538 B.C. —Ezra 1:1-4 — Cyrus makes a proclamation that the temple is to be
rebuilt. People return to the land.
b. 537/536 B.C. — Ezra 3:8 — Zerubbabel and Joshua begin to rebuild the temple.
c. 535-521 B.C. — Ezra 4:1-5, 23 — Through the reign of Cyrus until the reign of
Darius, the efforts of the people are opposed.
d. 520 B.C. — The building of the temple is apparently finished by this point.
e. 520-464 B.C. — Ezra 4:6-23 — Opposition to the work on the city continues
throughout the reigns of Darius (521-486 B.C., 35 years) and of Ahasuerus
(485-465 B.C., 20 years).
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f. 464-423 B.C. — Artaxerxes | reigns over Persia.

g. 458 B.C. — Ezra returns to Jerusalem.

h. 444 B.C. — Nehemiah returns to Jerusalem. Opposition continues through the
building of the walls of the city. The work of God is opposed constantly
throughout the period from 535 to 444, about 90 years.

i. 433 B.C. — Nehemiah makes another trip to Jerusalem.

Notice the lack of care for the Lord’s temple.

Earnest consideration would produce understanding that the covenant (2:5) was at
issue here. Blessing for obedience, cursing for rebellion is the general pattern of the
covenant promises of God, though ultimate fulfillment is assured because of God's
grace.

Note the obedience of the people. God did a work on them and they did a work on
His temple.

See Ezra 3:12-13 regarding the former glory of the temple.

There is a heavy note of eschatological hope in 2:6-9, 21-23. This has to be fulfilled
in the millennial kingdom.
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Outline of Zechariah

The book of Zechariah is written to Israel after the Babylonian exile. Zechariah
prophesied at the same time as Haggai (compare Haggai 1:1 with Zechariah 1:1, and see also
Ezra 5:1 and 6:14). The dates given in 1:1, 1:7, and 7:1 correspond to Oct/Nov 520 B.C., Feb
519, and Dec 518.

Zechariah’s name means “Jehovah remembers.” Since his grandfather was Iddo, a priest
(Neh. 12:4, 16), Zechariah was both a prophet and a priest. His father Berechiah probably died
young so grandfather Iddo raised him. Zechariah was probably young in 520. This Zechariah is
not the Zechariah in 2 Chron. 24:20-22 and Matthew 23:35, who was the (grand)son of Jehoiada
(Berechiah may have been son of Jehoiada and father of Zechariah).

Many points of the outline are augmented with a sentence summarizing the content of the
section.

Outline
I, Call t0 REPENIANCE ....cveeeeeceicie et 1:1-6
A. God calls the nation to repent and not be like their fathers.............. 1:1-3
B. The fathers disobeyed God’s word initially but repented ................ 1:4-6
Il. Zechariah’s Eight Night Visions and Concluding Oracle................ 1:7-6:15
A. The four horsemen among the myrtle trees .........cccoceeeiiiiniinnnns 1:7-17
God will once again show favor upon Israel.
B. The four horns and four craftSmen...........ccccovvvvevieiiiie e 1:18-21
After their scattering, God will restore Israel.
C. The man with a measuring line ... 2:1-13
God will bless Jerusalem and the nations in the Kingdom.
D. The cleansing of Joshua the high priest..........ccccocvniiininnnnne 3:1-10
God will restore Israel’s priestly ministry and send Messiah.
E. The lampstand and the two olive trees ..........cccooeveieieiciciiniine 4:1-14
God will enable Zerubbabel and Joshua to finish the temple.
F. The flying SCroll.........ccoooiiiiiiee s 5:1-4
God will punish every evildoer according to His word.
G. The woman in the basket ..........ccccooeiieieiec e 5:5-11
A future system of evil will be housed at Babylon.
H. FOUF Chariofs .......ooieiieciee e 6:1-8
The sovereign God will subdue the entire earth during the kingdom.
I. The oracle concerning JOSNUA...........cccooeviiiniiininiee e 6:9-15
Joshua’s installment prefigures the priest-king, the coming Messiah.
1. Question About Fasting and Future BIessing ............cccoceveeiievinenne. 7:1-8:23
A. Question ADOUL FASTING .....covviiieiiiesesicseres e 7:1-3
B. Answer: Rebuke for Empty Ritual...........ccccooveviiiiiiiiiie e, 7:4-7
God hates fake religious ritual.
C. God requires justice, but Israel ignored .........ccccooevieiiieiecieenn, 7:8-14

God punished Israel’s disobedience to maintain justice.
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D. Restoration of Jerusalem and regathering of her people................ 8:1-17
Jerusalem will prosper as the city of the Great King.

E. Jerusalem’s future international prominence.............ccceevveieennnne 8:18-23
Many peoples will make pilgrimage to Jerusalem.

IV. Zechariah’s Two Oracles (Burdens) ...........cccooveiiiicniiinininneennnn, 9:1-14:21
A. Burden Concerning the coming and rejection of Christ ........... 9:1-11:17
1. Destruction of the nations.........c.ccceveveneninieseeee e 9:1-8
God will defeat Israel’s enemies.
2. Arrival and victory of the King.........ccoccooviineiiiiiiiicn, 9:9-17

The Messianic King will appear in Jerusalem for salvation.

3. The failure of Israel’s leaders, and God’s restoration....... 10:1-12
God will punish the evil leaders of Israel and will save Israel.

4. Rejection of Israel’s shepherds, past and future ............... 11:1-17
God destroyed Israel in the past, for they insulted his prophets.

B. Burden concerning deliverance, cleansing, triumph............... 12:1-14:21
1. Jerusalem delivered from the nations ............ccccccevvninnnnns 12:1-9
God will gloriously deliver Israel from its enemies.
2. Repentance and cleansing at Messiah’s coming.......... 12:10-13:9
Israel will repent in deep mourning and will be cleansed from sin.
3. Inauguration of the Millennial Kingdom .............cc.ccoveen. 14:1-21

God will win a great victory for Israel against the nations.
God will bring geographical, governmental, and spiritual blessing.

Notes

1. The genre of Zechariah is “apocalyptic”
a. Zechariah is a literary cousin to Ezekiel, Daniel, and Revelation.
b. Apocalyptic is concerned with eschatology. Following are some more features of
Biblical apocalyptic:
i. It contains cycles of visions and explanations.
ii. It shows the spiritual turmoil of the prophet upon receiving the visions.
iii. It contains exhortation that makes application to the reader.
iv. Itisrich in symbolism.
v. lItis catastrophic in its outlook.
vi. The catastrophes lead to salvation and paradise.
vii. The outlook is based on a heavenly model of the future that is settled
because of God’s will and is thus as good as done.
Note the parallel between Zech. 1:3 and Mal. 3:7. James 4:8 is very similar.
3. Zech. 1:6 has the word “they” twice. The first one refers to the words of God. The second
refers to the Jews who returned from the exile.
Note the parallel between Zech. 8:16b and Eph. 4:25.
Note the important text Zechariah 4:6.
Prophecies concerning Christ (see Old Testament Prophets, Dr. R. Bruce Compton).
a. His humanity and His coming in lowliness, 6:12
b. His Rejection and betrayal for thirty pieces of silver, 11:12-13
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His being struck by the sword of the Lord, 13:7
His coming in glory, 14:4
His kingship and priesthood, 6:13; 9:9; 14:9, 16
His reign, 9:10; 14:9-11, 16-21
His building the Lord’s temple, 6:12-13
His establishing peace and prosperity, 3:10; 9:9-10
7. Prophemes concerning the end-times (see above)
Final siege of Jerusalem, 12:1-3; 14:1-2
Initial victory of Judah’s enemies, 14:2
The Lord’s defense of Jerusalem, 14:3-4 (Armageddon)
The judgment of the nations, 12:9; 14:3
Topographical changes in Judah, 14:4-5 (Lord’s return and kingdom)
The celebration of the feast of tabernacles in the kingdom, 14:16-19
g. Holiness of Jerusalem and the people, 14:20-21
8. Guide to the Visions (Merrill, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi, p. 190-91).
The four horsemen concern the Lord’s sovereignty in Israel’s restoration.
The four horns are about the persecution and dispersion of God’s people.
The surveyor concerns preparation for restoration.
The priest pictures renewal of Israel’s priestly ministry.
The menorah pictures Messiah as priest and king.
The basket refers to the return of evil to Babylon, where it came from.
The flying scroll refers to judgment for covenant disobedience.
The chariots concern the Lord’s final and universal reign.
9. Some theology and application from Zechariah
a. God will keep His promises to Jerusalem and Israel, even though they could say
they are the chief of sinners. God will keep His promises to you too. He is
faithful, even if we falter.
b. God has decreed a catastrophic future for the nation before the time of its
blessing.
c. A real restored Jewish kingdom is coming, with the Messiah on its throne, ruling
over the Jews and the rest of the world.
d. There seems to be a lot of repetition of the main ideas in Zechariah. All the more
reason to pay careful attention to them because God has settled the matter in
Heaven.
e. There are severe consequences for disobedience to God’s Law. That principle
applies today, even if the specific regulatory code is not the same.
f.  The need for repentance and restoration of the nation is a figure of our personal
need for repentance and reconciliation to God.
g. As hard-hearted as we think Israel was, so were we before salvation, and too often
we act out like that even after we are saved.
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Outline of Malachi

The book of Malachi is a message from God to the people to return to faithful practice of
the Mosaic covenant. Malachi probably prophesied sometime during the time period 445 to 430
B.C. about the time of Ezra and Nehemiah. He may have preached when Nehemiah was
temporarily absent and laid the groundwork for Nehemiah’s reforms. Malachi’s name means
“my messenger.”

Outline
L. INErOAUCTION ... s 1:1
Il. Message #1: God’s Love for Israel and Opposition to Edom............... 1:2-5
I1l. Message #2: God’s Rebuke for Priestly Indiscretions.............c.coe.e. 1:6-2:9
A Summary of Dispute: No Honor for God ...........c.cocvvviiiiniennen, 1:6
B. The Profanity of Blemished Sacrifices..........cccocovvevviieinennn. 1:7-14
C. Repentance Required from the PriestS........cccocvvvvieiviieinnnns 2:1-4
D. Prototype of Priests’ Responsibility.........cccoeviiiieiiieninennenn 2:5-7
E. God’s Rebuke for Unfaithfulness ..........cccccevvieiviiiiiiee e, 2:8-9
IV. Message #3: God’s Rebuke for Treachery/Idolatry/Divorce............ 2:10-17
A. Treachery of Idolatry by Marrying Foreign Wives............... 2:10-12
B Treachery of Divorce with False Piety ..., 2:13-17
VI. Message #4: Second Coming of Christ, Part 1..........ccccoeiviiiinnnnnnnns 3:1-5
A. The Messenger and the Messiah Will Come ............ccccceeeviiennen. 3:1
B The Messiah will Purify the Nation .........cccccoovviiininincnnne 3:2-5
VII. Message #5: God’s Call for Repentance.............cccocveiiiiiienciieennn, 3:6-18
A God’s Message: You Have Robbed Me............ccccoovvneinnienne. 3:6-12
B Israel’s Reply: It is Useless to Serve God..........ccocvveriiveennne 3:13-15
C. God’s Answer: Reward for Those Who Fear God................ 3:16-18
VIII. Message #6: Second Coming of Christ, Part 2...........cccccoeevevviieeeenne 4:1-6
A The Sun of Righteousness Will Come, So Fear God................ 4:1-4
B Elijah Will Come in Advance to Call for Repentance............. 4:5-6

Notes

1. Notice the ties between Malachi and the Mosaic covenant. Malachi is not making up a
new religion as some critical scholars claim; he is rather pointing Israel back to what they
have always been required to do under the Law of Moses.

2. Mal. 4:4 calls the nation to remember the covenant, like Joshua 1:13.

3. Mal. 2:2-3 speaks of consequences to the priests because of their sin, like the curses of
Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28.
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Timeline (Dates B.C.)

Zerubabbel 537-516

Haggai, Zechariah 520

Esther 483-473

Ezra the book 457-444

Nehemiah 445-433 and ~424. He overlapped Ezra (Nehemiah 8, 12).

Malachi 433-424. Some commentators take an early date of 450 to 457, which could
work but seems less likely.
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Outline of Matthew

Matthew is the “gospel of the king.” It records the public ministry of the Messiah-king
and his offer to restore the kingdom to Israel. That offer was soundly rejected by the nation’s
leadership and many of its citizens, and so the Lord turned to teaching in parables and working
with His disciples. The appearance of the kingdom would be delayed. The King was killed, but
rose again. He promised to return (16:27-28) to set up his throne to judge and rule the world
(25:31-32).

Outline

I. Messiah’s Royal Credentials and Birth Narrative .............cccooveenne. 1:1-2:23
AL GENEAIOGY ..ovvevieiece et 1:1-17
B. BIMth .o 1:18-2:12
C. Early persecution by Herod.............coceovveiiiiieiicieeccece e 2:13-23
I1. Early Ministry of the Messiah.............ccccociiiiiiiiiiic i, 3:1-10:42
A. John the Baptist, the forerunner, calls for repentance................... 3:1-12
B. BaptiSm Of JESUS.......cceciiiiiiicie e 3:13-17
D. Jesus passes test of the wilderness temptation............cc.ccocevvrnnene 4:1-11
E. Jesus moves to Capernaum in Galilee............cccccevvvevveiciieceennnne 4:12-16
F. Jesus preaches repentance and calls disCiples .......c.c.ccocvvvvvivannnne 4:17-25
G. Sermon 0N the MOUNL..........ccooiiiiiiinieee s 5:1-7:29
1. Blessings pronounced on diSCIPIES ..........cccoevreniiininininns 5:1-12
2. Disciples as salt and light...........c.cccoovieiiciii e, 5:13-16
3. Jesus comes to fulfill the Law of MOSes...........ccccevvrinens 5:17-20
4. Jesus explains the true intent of the Law .............cccueee. 5:21-48
5. Proper way to give, pray, and fast...........cccccoenineninnnnnnn. 6:1-18
6. SErving 0Ne MAaSTEr........cccvevveriicie e 6:19-24
7. Do not be anxious but put God’s kingdom first................ 6:25-34
8. Do not focus on judging Others............cccovveveeieie e, 7:1-6
9. Ask God for what you Need ...........ccoovrereviieieieiese e 7:7-11
10. GOIABN FUIB.....vieiieee s 7:12
11. Two ways to live: Four illustrations ..............cccccevrenene. 7:13-27
12. Jesus taught with authority............ccccceviiiiiicceccece, 7:28-29
H. Miracles 0of Nealing..........coouviiiiiiiieii e 8:1-17
I. Cost of being a diSCIPIE ......coccvveieiieececeee e 8:18-22
J. Miracle in natural and spiritual realms...........cccoceveiiiininnnnn, 8:23-34
K. Jesus grants forgiveness to paralytic and heals him....................... 9:1-8
L. Jesus Calls MattneW ...........cccveveiieiieie e 9:9

M. Jesus and disciples criticized, two epiSOdes ..........cccevvevveiiveennen. 9:10-1
N. More miracles of healing, resurrection, Xorcism................c....... 9:18-34
0. Jesus’ compassion for the lost, need for laborers.............cccc....... 9:35-38
P. Twelve disciples sent out to heal and preach in Israel ................. 10:1-42
[1l. Rejection of MeSSiaN.........cccoeviiiiiiiiiiicee s 11:1-12:50
A. John the Baptist rejected (see also 14:1-12).......cccccceevvevieiiveennnn. 11:1-18
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B. JESUS FEJECLEA. ... .civieieceecee e 11:19-24

C. Invitation to be SAVed .........ccccviiiiieiice e 11:25-30
D. Sabbath CONIOVEISIES .......cveieiiiirieiie e 12:1-13
E. Jesus continues his mission despite plot to kill him................ 12:14-21
F. Pharisees commit the unpardonable sin and Jesus replies.......... 12:22-37
G. Pharisees seek a sign; Jesus will not give them one .................. 12:38-45
H. Whoever does the will of God are Jesus’ family ..........cccceeueeee 12:46-50
Messiah’s Later MiNiStry ........ccooviieiieeie e 13:1-20:34
A. The Kingdom parables...........ccooeiiiiiiniee 13:1-52
1 SOUIS it 13:1-9
2. Explanation of parabolic method..............cccooeiiiinnnnne. 13:10-17
3. Soils explained...........cccoeveiieiecie e 13:18-23
4. Wheat and tareS.......ccceveeerverenieneee e seeee e 13:24-30
5. Mustard seed and leaven...........c.ccocvvvvnienenene s 13:31-33
6. More explanation of the parabolic method ..................... 13:34-35
7. Wheat and tares explained ............ccccooveveieieece e, 13:36-43
8. Hidden treasure, pearl of great price...........ccccoeevvrnnnnnn 13:44-46
0. DIagnet.....cccveiiiiie ettt 13:47-50
10. The householder: blessing of understanding truth........ 13:51-52
B. Jesus rejected at his hometown ..........ccccceevvvieiv v 13:53-58
C. Flashback: the murder of John the Baptist.........cccccoceviiinininnnns 14:1-12
D. Feeding of the 5,000.........ccccceeiiiiieiiiieieee e 14:13-21
E. JeSUS WalKS ON WALEK ........cccoueiieiieie e 14:22-33
F. Jesus heals more People.........ccuevveieiieiecie e 14:34-36
G. True source of defilement and hypocrisy (it is not food)............. 15:1-20
H. Jesus heals a Gentile ..........cccceveiiiiiiiiieneee e 15:21-28
I. JESUS NalS OtNErS........ciiieecec e 15:29-31
J. Feeding of the 4,000 ...........cceiieiiiie e 15:32-39
K. Pharisees seek a sign; Jesus will not give them one (again)........... 16:1-4
L. Warning of the false doctrine of the Pharisees and Sadducees .... 16:5-12
M. Confession of Christ as the Son of God ...........ccccceeiiiniiiniene. 16:13-20
N. Disclosure of Jesus’ death and resurrection, rebuke of Peter .... 16:21-23
O. True Discipleship and future judgment............ccccoccerenirinennne 16:24-28
P. Preview of the kingdom: the Transfiguration...................ccccoeeu... 17:1-13
Q. Healing of demon-possessed boy; lesson about faith ................ 17:14-21
R. Jesus discloses again His death and resurrection ....................... 17:22-23
S. Handling taxes and avoiding unnecessary offense...................... 17:24-27
T. HUMIlity IS true greatnessS......c.cccveieeeiiee i 18:1-5
U. How to deal With Sin ........coooveiiiiiiiece e 18:6-35
1. Causing a believer to sin is a serious offense .......... 18:6-7, 10-11
2. Believers must deal very strictly with Sin............ccccooovenne. 18:8-9
3. God will seek His children when they stray .................. 18:12-14
4. Helping an unrepentant brother ............cccocevviiiniinnnne 18:15-20
5. Inter-personal forgiveness, evidence of salvation........... 18:21-35
V. Strict teaching about divorce and God’s intent for marriage ....... 19:1-12
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VI.

W. Jesus’ 1ove fOr Children ......ovvviiiiiiiiiie e 19:13-15

X. Rich young ruler and difficulty of entering the kingdom .......... 19:16-26
Y. Reward for disciples; parable of laborers ..........c.cccccevenenee. 19:27-20:16
Z. Jesus discloses a third time his death and resurrection............... 20:17-19
AA. Greatness comes through Serving..........cccoceeviveviveiesiieseennns 20:20-28
AB. Healing of two blind men...........cccoociiiiiiiiicc 20:29-34
The Last Week of Messiah’s Pre-Cross Ministry ............ccccoc..... 21:1-25:46
A, Triumphal ENtrY ....ooveiccc e 21:1-11
B. Temple cleaned, healings ..o 21:12-17
C. FIGTree CUISEA ....cueeiieeie et 21:18-22
D. Jesus is questioned about His authority ............ccoocvvvenenieinenne. 21:23-27
E. Parable of two sons: belief the way into the kingdom................ 21:28-32
F. Parable of the landowner: rejected by the tenants ...................... 21:33-46
G. Parable of the marriage feast: king rejected by subjects.............. 22:1-14
H. Dishonest question about taXes...........ccocvvevireeieiene s 22:15-22
I. Dishonest question about resurrection and marriage................... 22:23-33
J. The Great CommandmeNnt .........cccoeveriereeiesieere e 22:34-40
K. Jesus asks about the Christ—whose Son is He? .........cc.cccvvuenne. 22:41-46
L. Jesus rebukes the PhariSees ........cccocevvreiveiveie e 23:1-36
M. JESUS TaMENTS ....c.viiiiiiiiicee s 23:37-39
N. The OlIVet DISCOUISE ......cceiierieeieiie e 24:1-25:46

1. Destruction of the temple predicted............ccccovveveivieieennns 24:1-2

2. The disciples two questions: when? what sign? .................... 24:3

3. Time of deception and tribulation................ccccccovevnnnn. 24:4-26

4. The second coming of Christ..........ccocevvveveiiiciininns 24:27-31

5. Parable of fig tree: believers will know it is coming...... 24:32-35

6. But no one will know the day or hour; be ready............. 24:36-51

7. Parable of ten virgins: be ready ..........cccccoeveveiiieieenecnnn, 25:1-13

8. Parable of the talents: judged for faithfulness................. 25:14-30

9. Judgment on Gentile NAtIONS..........c.cccvevvevieieeriece e 25:31-46
Passover, Betrayal, Death .............ccccooeviieiiciccec 26:1-27:66
A. Plot to kill Jesus, Judas plans betrayal .............cccccoervrnnnen. 26:1-5, 14-16
B. Jesus anointed for burial by Mary ..........c.ccooeviviiiiicicce 26:6-13
C. Passover meal with disciples = Last SUPPEr .........ccocevvririrnnnne. 26:17-29
D. Prediction of Peter’s denial.........c..ccocoveeviiiiiiiieciiec e, 26:30-35
E. Prayers and arrest in Gethsemane.............ccoovvvveienenene s 26:36-56
F. Unjust Jewish trial and condemnation for blasphemy................ 26:57-68
G. Peter deNIBS JESUS.....eevieiieeieeieeiesieesieeiestee e e e ssee e eesree e eneens 26:69-75
H. Unjust Roman trial...........ccccoovieiiiiiiice e 27:1-2,11-25
I. Judas Kills hIMSelf ......ccooveiie e 27:3-10
J. Jesus beaten, mocked, and crucified ..........ccccoeoeriiiiiiniiiininnns 27:26-44
K. Death OF JESUS .....ccvveiiiieiieee e 27:45-56
L. Burial of Jesus by Joseph of Arimathea............cccccooevveiiiennnne 27:57-66
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VII.

Notes
1.

2.

Resurrection and the Great ComMMISSION ......ovveeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 28:1-20

A. Discovery of the empty tOmb.........ccccooiiiiiiiiie 28:1-8
B. The WOMEN SEE JESUS ....ccuveveeiieriiieiiesie st 28:9-10
C. Chief priests pay off the guards............cceovviiiiencinrcee 28:11-15
D. The disciples see Jesus and are given Great Commission.......... 28:16-20

The restoration of the kingdom in Israel was necessary because the nation had sinned

badly and fallen under the curses of the Mosaic covenant.

11:12 is often misunderstood. In the context of the rejection, imprisonment, and
impending beheading of John the Baptist, Jesus is pointing out that His kingdom is being
violently rejected. It is suffering violence from outsiders who want to take it away from

those to whom it is being offered (see also Matthew 23:13).

There are about 43 parables in the gospels. Matthew 13 is the initial salvo of them. They
were teaching tools used by the Lord to both reveal truth to those interested, and to

conceal truth as a judgment against those who were rejecting Him.
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Outline of Mark

Mark is the “gospel of the servant.” It is the shortest of the gospels. It omits the birth
narrative of Christ and begins with the public ministry of John the Baptist and the baptism of
Jesus.

The phrase “he arose” in Mark at 7:24 and 10:1 marks important geographical divisions
in Mark’s gospel.

Outline

I o 0] o o -SSP 1:1-13
A. John the Baptist and his message of repentance .............c.ccoccevevenne. 1:1-8

B. BaptiSm Of JESUS......ccviiiiieiice e 1:9-11

C. Temptation Of JESUS........ccoveiiiriiieieiieseseee e 1:12-13

Il. Ministry in Galilee, Capernaum, and nearby regions .................... 1:14-7:23
A. Jesus begins ministry and His message of repentance................. 1:14-15

B. Call of Simon, Andrew, James, JONN .........cccccveveveiiiee e, 1:16-20

C. Teaching; demons removed and healings performed................... 1:21-45

D. Paralytic forgiven and healed...............ccooiiiiiiniiiiie 2:1-12

E. Call of MattheW/LEVi ......cccveiiiiiieie e 2:13-17

F. Parables occasioned by question about fasting.............c.ccocceveee 2:18-22

G. Sabbath CONrOVEISY .......c.ccveiieeieiecce e 2:23-3:6

H. Teaching and healing large Crowds...........c.ccocevvieienencicnencine 3:7-12

I. Twelve disciples selected to preach and heal ..............ccccoeeienene. 3:13-19

J. Family wrongly concerned for Jesus; spiritual family ....... 3:20-21, 31-35

K. Rejection of Jesus with the unpardonable sin..............c.cccceeni. 3:22-30

L. Jesus teaches parable of soils to crowd and explains to disciples .. 4:1-20
M. Parables of lamp, seed, mustard seed.............cccceevvevveiiiieieennnne 4:21-34

N. Miracle of quieting the Sea of Galilee ...........ccccceoeiiniiiiiinnne 4:35-41

0. Jesus frees a demon-possessed man; he became an evangelist...... 5:1-20

P. Jesus heals woman and raises Jairus’s daughter.............ccc.cceeneee 5:21-43

Q. Rejection at Nazareth; unbelief hindered His work.......................... 6:1-6

R. Twelve sent to preach repentance and heal; return............. 6:7-13, 30-32

S. Murder of John the BaptiSt ..........ccccoevieiiiiecicceee e, 6:14-29

T. Feeding of 5000; lesson about faith..............ccccccoiveiiiiiniieneeenn 6:33-44

U. Jesus walks on water: another lesson about faith........................ 6:45-52

V. Jesus healsS Many ... 6:53-56
W. Pharisees’ wrong view of defilement; sin is true defilement ........ 7:1-23
I11.  Ministry in Tyre, Sidon, Decapolis, Caesarea, etC.............ccocvuen. 7:24-10:52
A. Healing of Gentile woman’s daughter; deaf and mute ................ 7:24-37

B. Feeding 0f 4000.........ccccoiieiiiiiiieiie e 8:1-10

C. Pharisees unbelievingly demand a sign.........ccccooceviienininnnnnnnns 8:11-13

D. Disciples demonstrate lack of understanding............ccccecvveveenen. 8:14-21

E. Healing of blind man ... 8:22-26

F. Identity and future suffering of Christ revealed .............ccccoe. 8:27-33

93



G. The cost and gain of discipleship.........c.ccccovevieviiiciiieie e, 8:34-38

H. Transfiguration: preview of the coming kingdom .............c.ccceee. 9:1-10
I. About Elijah coming first ..........cccovveiiiieiieece e 9:11-13
J. Demon-possessed is healed; lesson in faith ..........cccccooevieinnnnnn 9:14-29
K. Private instruction about Christ’s death and resurrection ............ 9:30-32
L. Lesson on hUMIItY ..o 9:33-41
M. Stern lesson about sin and OffENSES.........ccccvvvvviieienencsceen 9:42-50
N. Marriage and diVOICE ........c.ccveieiieiieii e 10:1-12
0. Receiving the kingdom like a child............cccccoovviiiiiiiiiiiies 10:13-16
P. Rich young ruler and the problem of riches, reward .................. 10:17-31
Q. More instruction about Christ’s death and resurrection............. 10:32-34
R. True greatness comes through servanthood ..............c.cccccovnnene. 10:35-45
S. Healing of Bartimaeus from blindness ............ccccccviveviiicinens 10:46-52
The Last Week of Pre-Cross Ministry, Jerusalem ...................... 11:1-16:20
AL Triumphal 8NErY ... 11:1-11
B. Cursing of the fig tree: a lesson of faith.................c.ccccen. 11:12-14, 24
C. Cleansing of the Temple ...t 11:15-19
D. FOIQIVENESS ..ottt 11:25-26
E. Source of Jesus’ authority questioned ...........cccoovevvrieerinicinennn. 11:27-33
F. Parable of the vineyard: Israel’s rejection of Messiah.................. 12:1-12
G. Taxes: separation of state and religion...........cccccceeeveniniiennnn 12:13-17
H. Resurrection doCtring .........cceveverierienenisisieee e 12:18-27
I. Greatest commandment: love God, love neighbor ...................... 12:28-34
J. Conundrum of David’s Lord: Messiah is Lord ..........cccccceviinene 12:35-37
K. Jesus rebukes the SCribes.........cccoovriiiiineiiice 12:38-40
L. The richest giver, @ poor WidOW ...........cccccevevvevieiiicseene e 12:41-44
M. The Tribulation and second coming (Olivet Discourse) ................. 13:1-

1 TriDUIALION. ... 13:1-23

2. SECON COMING....civiiiiirieieieeste ettt 13:24-27

3. Parable of fig tree: when the second coming is near ...... 13:28-31

4. Be watchful and prayerful...........ccocooiiiiiininis 13:32-37
N. PIOt 10 Kill JESUS ...c.vevieiiiieiecc e 14:1-2, 10-11
O. Jesus anointed for burial while still alive............cccccooiiiiiinnnnnn 14:3-9
P. Passover meal, Lord’s Table.........c.ccoovevieiireeiieiiec e 14:12-25
Q. Peter’s denial predicted...........coevviiiiiiiiiic e 14:26-31
R. GethSEMANE Prayer.......ccveceeiieeiiee et 14:32-42
S. JESUS AITESEA ..ot 14:43-52
T. Trial before San Hedrin ... 14:53-65
U. Peter’s denial..........coooovveiiiiiiii e 14:66-72
V. Trial before Pilate; abuse by SOIIErs..........cccocvvvvviiiieiieeiieciens 15:1-20
W. Crucifixion, death, and burial of JESUS...........ccevviiveiiriririnenne. 15:21-47
X. Discovery of the resurrection of JESUS ..........ccocvvvveviiiiiivie e, 16:1-8
Y. Appearances of Jesus and Great CommIiSSION ..........ccccevervrennnns 16:9-20
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Notes

1. At6:1-6, the outline indicates a hindrance to the work of the Lord due to unbelief. The
text says, “He could do no mighty work...” Christians understand this to refer to the fact
that God is not usually pleased to work mightily apart from faith. He can overcome
unbelief any time He wishes, and can work in spite of it. There is no limitation in God or
reduction of His sovereign power in the face of unbelief.

2. At 10:1, Jesus returns to Judea. This locale doesn’t technically fit under the heading for
section I11. However, the triumphal entry seems to be a more weighty point of division in
the flow of the gospel, so it starts the next major section of the outline.
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Outline of Luke

The gospel of Luke was written by its namesake who was a partner of the apostles, and
especially the apostle Paul. The text gives clear internal evidence that he is a very careful
historian of the subject on which he writes.

Outline

Lo INErOAUCTION ... s 1:1-4:13
ALPIOIOGUE ... s 1:1-4
B. Announcement of coming birth of John the Baptist ...................... 1:5-25
C. Announcement of coming birth of Jesus..........cccceivinniiininns 1:26-38
D. Mary visits Elizabeth; Magnificat............c.cccccveveiieiiiiiciieieee 1:39-56
E. John’s birth; Benedictus ..........cccvuveeiiiiiieee i 1:57-80
F.Jesus’s DIrth ....ccocuiiiiiiiiii e 2:1-20
G. Jesus is circumcised, blessed by Simeon and Anna..................... 2:21-40
H. The boy Jesus left behind at Jerusalem............cccocevveveiicieennnne 2:41-52
I. Preaching of John the Baptist — repent!...........ccccooevviiiinciinennn 3:1-20
J. BaptisSm Of JESUS .....ccovviiiiicii e 3:21-22
K. Genealogy of Jesus (through Mary).........cccceovviiiiineniiiiennn 3:23-38
L. Temptation 0f JESUS........cceiiiiiiicie e 4:1-13
1. Ministry in Galilee ...........coeiveiiecc e 4:14-9:50
A. Summary statement of Galilee Ministry.........ccccoovviiininnnne 4:14-15
B. Nazareth reJeCtion .........cccevveii e 4:16-30
C. Capernaum teaching, exorcism, heal Peter’s mother-in-law........ 4:31-41
D. More preaching about the kingdom in Galilee.............c.cooeeneene. 4:42-44
E. Calling of first disciples: Peter ...........ccocviiiiiiiiiiieesc e 5:1-11
F. Healing of @ I€Per......coooviiiiceee e 5:12-15
G. Paralyzed man forgiven and healed ..o 5:16-26
H. Calling of first diSCIples: LeVi.......cccccocveveiieiiiiiic e 5:27-32
I. Fasting and the old versus the NeW ... 5:33-39
J. Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath; heals withered hand.......................... 6:1-11
K. Calling of the first disciples: the TWelve .........cccccoiriiiiiinnne 6:12-15
L. Sermon on the “level place”..........ccocoviiiiiiiiiiiii, 6:16-6:49
1. Large crowd from a large geographical area .................... 6:16-19

2. The DIESSINGS......eivieivececeece et 6:20-23

3. TRE WOES ..ottt 6:24-26

4. Kingdom mMorality .........ccooveiieiiieiie e 6:27-38

4. Parable of blind leading the blind ............ccoooiiiiniiinnn. 6:39-42

5. Parable of good fruit tree .........cccoevveiieiceciecee e, 6:43-45

6. TWO fOUNdALIONS .......ooeeciecieee e 6:46-49

M. Jesus heals centurion’s servant, raises widow’s SOn ..................... 7:1-16
N. Jesus encourages John the Baptist and commends him ............... 7:17-30
O. Criticism of unsatisfied Israelites...........ccccovvrviniiiiniiniic e, 7:31-35
P. Anointing of Jesus’s feet by woman; parable of forgiveness....... 7:36-50
Q. Ministry in many cities and villages with helpers.............ccccccvvenenns 8:1-3
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R. Parable of soils and 1amp ... 8:4-18

S. Those truly related t0 ChriSt ... 8:19-21
T. Miracles of stopping the storm and demon exorcism................... 8:22-40
U. Miracle of healing a woman and raising a girl to life................... 8:41-56
V. Twelve sent to preach to Israel ... 9:1-11
W. Feeding 0f 5,000........cccceiiiiiieiiieiic e 9:12-17
X. Peter confesses Jesus as the ChriSt..........c.coovvvviieienenicnincnnnns 9:18-22
Y. Self-denial a key part of discipleship.........c.cccoeviiiiinniiininns 9:23-26
Z. Transfiguration: a preview of the coming kingdom..................... 9:27-36
AA. Demon-possessed son is healed ............ccooovviiiiiincicnenen, 9:37-42
AB. Jesus foretells of his betrayal..............cccooveviiieniiiicic e 9:43-45
AC. The least IS the greatest ...........ccceoererireniniieee e 9:46-50
Journey to Jerusalem ... 9:51-19:27
A. Samaritans refECt JESUS.......coueiverriieeriieie e sie e st 9:51-56
B. Difficulty and dedication required in following Jesus................. 9:57-62
C. 70 forerunners sent and retUM..........ccocuverieienieiene e 10:1-24
D. Parable of Good Samaritan: who is my neighbor ...................... 10:25-37
E. Mary and Martha..........ccccoveviiieiieic e 10:38-42
F. Jesus teaches about prayer and God’s inclination to answer........ 11:1-13
G. Jesus falsely accused of casting out demons by the Deuvil......... 11:14-26

1. Interruption of a mis-directed blessing ............cc.cccovvuenne. 11:27-28

2. Sign-seekers given the sign of Jonah...............ccccceee.. 11:29-32
H. Parable of lamp, and the lamp of the body is the eye ................ 11:33-36
I. Controversy over washing, internal morality ..............cccccceevenene 11:37-44
J. Rebuke of the [awyers/SCribes...........cccovviviiiiiiieii s 11:45-54
K. Right respect for God and Christ drives out fear ......................... 12:1-12
L. Parable of a certain rich man ..........ccccceev e 12:13-21
M. Seek first God’s Kingdom; God will care for you ................... 12:22-34
N. Be ready for the coming of Christ..........c.ccoovviiiiinininciee, 12:35-40
O. Meanwhile, be serving Christ ..........cccoccevvieiiiieic e 12:41-48
P. Difficulty of disCIPIESNIP ......ooviiiiii 12:49-53
Q. Wisdom about the times and discernment ...........c.cccceevveeveenen. 12:54-59
R. Repent or perish; God is patiently waiting............cccceocevenenennnnnne 13:1-9
S. Jesus heals a woman who was bent over (on the Sabbath)......... 13:10-17
T. Parables of mustard seed and leaven ...........cccooevviiiiiiicinnnns 13:18-21
U. FEW WO are SAVEd........ccocveiiiieiieie s 13:22-30
V. Jesus Weeps OVer JErusalem ..........cccooevereninininiee s 13:31-35
W. Jesus heals a man with dropsy (on the Sabbath)........................... 14:1-6
X. Lessons from banquets: humility, service, salvation ................... 14:7-24
Y. Difficulty of being a disciple of Christ ...........ccccooeeviiiiiieenen. 14:25-35
Z. Lost sheep, lost coin, and 10St SON ........cccccveveeriiiveieiieece e 15:1-32
AA. Parable of bad steward: use money for wise purposes.............. 16:1-17
AB. Brief teaching in diVOICe .........ccoccviiiiiiiiicee e 16:18
AC. Parable of rich man and Lazarus: sufficiency of Scripture ..... 16:19-31
AD. Sin, forgiveness, faith, and SErvice.........c.ccccoccvviveresieiiverennnn 17:1-10
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AE. Healing of 10 lepers; only one gives thanks................cccecu... 17:11-19

AF. Jesus teaches second coming and prior suffering................... 17:20-37
AG. Parable of the unjust judge: God will help His people................ 18:1-8
AH. Parable of haughty Pharisee and humble tax collector ............. 18:9-14
Al. Blessing of the children; receive the kingdom as a child ......... 18:15-17
AJ. Rich ruler seeking eternal life...........ccoovvvenieninieiiene e, 18:18-29
AK. Jesus tells of his suffering, death, and resurrection................. 18:30-34
AL. Jesus heals a blind man...........cccooeveiinienieiee e 18:35-43
AM. ZaCChABUS IS SAVEM ......ccveiiiiiiieiie e 19:1-10
AN. Parable that the kingdom was not immediately to appear....... 19:11-27
The Week of SUFFErNG........ccoeiiiiiiiiicece e, 19:28-24:53
A. Triumphal entry, cleansing of the temple ............ccccovevveierenne. 19:28-48
B. Question about Jesus’s authOTity ........ccooveririiriieiiniisieeec e 20:1-8
C. Parable of the vineyard: rebuke of Israel and her leaders ............ 20:9-18
D. QUESLION ADOUL TAXES ....vveveeeieeiiesieeieeiie e ie e 20:19-26
E. Question about reSUITECLION........cccccvveiiveeiiecree e 20:27-38
F. Jesus asks his own question about Christ, Son of David............ 20:39-47
G. Widow’s small offering greater than all .............cccccoeniiiniiinenn. 21:1-4
H. Olivet Discourse: Second COMING........cccovrirereerieieneneneseneeas 21:5-38
1. Disciples ask questions: when? what sign? ............c.ccco...... 21:5-7
2. Jesus warns them about deception before his coming......... 21:8-9
3. Jesus foretells disasters and persecution...............ccccu..... 21:10-19
4. The sign of Jerusalem surrounded by armies.................. 21:20-24
5. Signs immediately before the Lord’s return ................... 21:25-33
6. Warning to be ready for the coming of Christ................ 21:34-38
I. Judas plans to betray Christ...........ccccovveiiiiiiieieee e 22:1-6
J. PasSOVEr — Last SUPPET.......ccveviiiiiiciiiie e 22:7-38
1. Upper room prepared .........ccceeveeeeveesiesieere e 22:7-13
2. Passover meal..........cccooveeiieiieeie e 22:14-18
3. Lord’s SUPPeT.....iiiiiiiiiiiiiiicc e 22:19-20
4. Christ foretells of the betrayer ...........ccooeviiiiiiiinns 22:21-23
5. Christ teaches on true greatness...........ccccoeevveveeivesneenee. 22:24-30
6. Christ foretells Peter’s denial............cccceveiiiiineeiiiinenennns 22:31-34
7. Christ teaches disciples to use normal means of support 22:35-38
K. GEtNSEMANE.......ceiiiiieie e 22:39-54
1. Christ’s prayers and blood-SWeal..............cccoovevvvrirnennn. 22:39-46
2. Betrayal and arrest ... 22:47-54
L. Trials and CruCifiXion..........cooeiieiiniiiie e 22:55
1. Denial by Peter.......ccooviiiiiiieiceeeee s 22:55-62
2. COriSt DEAtEN ..o 22:63-65
3. Trial before Sanhedrin ..o 22:66-71
4. Trial before Pilate ..o, 23:1-7
5. Trial before Herod..........cccovveviiieiiee e 23:8-12
6. Trial before Pilate a second time .........cccooevereninieennn. 23:13-25
7. CrUCITIXION ..ot 23:26-49
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Notes

N

M. Burial and ReSUITECTION .......eeeeeeeeee e 23:50-24:53

1. Jesus’ body is buried..........cccoovvviiiiiiiiiiie 23:50-55
2. Sabbath FeSt........cccoviiiiiiiiese e 23:56-56
3. Women discover the tomb is empty.........cccceeeveiiniinnnnn. 24:1-3
4. Angels announce the resurrection of Christ........................ 24:4-8
5. Women report to the diSCIpIes ........ccevveveieieiciiiiis 24:9-11
6. Peter checks the tomb ..., 24:12
7. Jesus appears to the two disciples on the road................ 24:13-32
8. Two disciples reporttothe 11........ccccovevvvieveeceiieceenn. 24:33-35
9. Jesus appears to the 11 and others that evening.............. 24:36-45
10. Jesus gives the Great CommisSION..........ccccveververeenns 24:46-49
11. Jesus ascends to Heaven ...........c.ccoceveieiencnencnesenn 24:50-53

The statement of 4:23 indicates that Jesus had been ministering around Capernaum for
enough time that He was well known throughout that region.

Take careful note of the times that Jesus went aside to pray: 4:42, 5:16, 6:12.

Some study Bibles have a title above chapter 6 “Jesus Works on the Sabbath.” That is not
at all what the passage teaches. It records that the disciples were doing something that the
legalistic Pharisees wrongly interpreted as work. The text doesn’t tell us here that Jesus
was even doing that behavior. It teaches that Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath. He made it.
Jesus proclaimed forgiveness for two individuals (5:20-21, 7:48-49). In both incidents,
those who were observing expressed outrage or doubt that Jesus could do this. He is God,
so He can.

The parable of the rich man and Lazarus in 16:19-31 teaches that the revelation God has
given of salvation in Scripture is all that is needed for someone to be saved. But if a
person rejects that, even a stupendous miracle such as a resurrection from the dead will
not convince them. Also, the parable tells us that there is no second chance at salvation or
relief in the punishment of Hell.

Note 17:15-18. The Lord Jesus counts giving of thanks as giving glory to God. When you
are thankful to God, that glorifies God.

In 18:35-43, Jesus heals a blind man. The text does not tell us the name of the blind man,
so | have left the name out of the outline. Mark 10:46 is the only gospel that records the
name Bartimaeus, and that he was healed as Jesus went out of Jericho. This account
concerns Jesus coming near to Jericho, as if entering the city. It is possible there were two
healings of a blind men. Or, it is possible that Jesus was moving between an old portion
of the city and the new portion of the city of Jericho. Adding to the complexity, Matthew
20:29-34 records that there were two blind men.
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Outline of John

The other gospels focus on Jesus as King, Servant, and Son of Man, but John’s approach
is somewhat different. The gospel of John is the gospel of the Son of God, demonstrating the
deity of Christ.

Outline

I o 0] oo -SSR 1:1-18
A. The Word: deity, creation, life, light.............ccocenviiiniiiiniiee 1:1-5

B. Forerunner John the BaptiSt ........c.ccccevveviiieiieii e 1:6-8

C. Rejection of the Light...........cooiiiiiiiiieeeeee e 1:9-11

D. Some received the Light ...........ccoeiieiiiiciiecece e 1:12-13

E. The incarnation of the Word...........cccooevieiiiiiiinece e 1:14

F. John testifies 0f the WOrd...........ccccocovviiiiniciees e 1:15

G. The grace of God declared inthe SON..........cccccevcveveninneeie s, 1:16-18

I1. Beginning of Jesus’ Public MInistry.........ccccovvvviviriienieiinieneennn, 1:19-4:54
A. Question about John’s identity...........ccoovriiiiiiiiiiiniiii 1:19-28

B. John testifies about Jesus as the Son of God at his baptism......... 1:29-34

C. Jesus calls Andrew, John, and Peter to follow Him.................... 1:35-42

D. Jesus calls Philip and Nathanael to follow him..............c.ccceeni. 1:43-51

E. Miracle: water to Wine in Cana ..........cocvvevineneniieie e 2:1-12

F. First cleansing of the temple..........ocooiiiiiiiiiiicee 2:13-17

G. Sign of the resurrection of Christ: destroy this temple ................ 2:18-22

H. Character of the heart of man and true belief............c..ccooeveenin 2:23-24

I. Visit with Nicodemus: you must be born again ...........c.ccccoveeeene. 3:1-21

J. John the Baptist decreases, Christ iNCreases .........cccccveververeeeneene 3:22-36

K. Ministry to the Samaritan woman at the well ................................ 4:1-26

L. Jesus tells disciples to observe the harvest field of souls............. 4:27-38

M. Jesus ministers to Samaritans in Sychar.............ccccecveveiieieennene 4:39-42

N. Jesus ministers in Galilee, heals nobleman’s son ........................ 4:43-54
[1l. Mixed Response to Jesus” MInistry .........ccoovvereriiicnicnieenennneenn 5:1-12:50
A. Healing of a paralytic on the Sabbath; criticism..............c..c.oc..... 5:1-16

B. Jesus reveals He is equal with God; Jews want to stone.............. 5:17-30

C. Four witnesses to the identity of JESUS ........c.ccoevveveiiciecieceee, 5:31-47

D. Feeding of 5,000; crowd wants to make Him King..............c....... 6:1-15

E. Jesus walks 0N the Sa........cccevviiiiiiiiiie e 6:16-21

F. Bread of life discourse: believe in Christ for eternal life.............. 6:22-71

G. Jesus’ brothers criticize him...........cccceeeiiiiii i, 7:1-9

H. Jesus preaches at Tabernacles; persecution and belief................. 7:10-52

I. Woman caught in adultery forgiven ...........cccccoovevveiie e, 8:1-11

J. Light of the world discourse: believe in Christ for life................. 8:12-30

K. True sons of Abraham and God; Jews desire to kill Jesus........... 8:31-59

L. Heals a blind man on the Sabbath; rejection by Pharisees............. 9:1-41
M. Good shepherd illustration; mixed response .........ccccccvevveiiveenen. 10:1-21
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N. Jesus identifies Himself as Son of God, one with the Father..... 10:22-42

O. Resurrection of Lazarus, for the glory of God ... 11:1-44
P. Pharisees plot to kill Christ in response to the resurrection........ 11:45-57
Q. Christ anointed before his burial; priests continue to plot............ 12:1-11
R. Triumphal entry into Jerusalem.........cccccevvvieiveiiiiese e 12:12-19
S. Final public teaching about Christ’s death and call to faith ....... 12:20-50
Upper Room Discourse: Preparing the Disciples ..........c.cccceeee. 13:1-17:26
A. Washing of the disciples feet: an example of service................... 13:1-17
B. The betrayer predicted and revealed ............ccccooeviinincinnnnnn. 13:18-30
C. Jesus announces his imminent departure ............cccocvevevivereenns 13:31-33
D. New commandment: love one another..............ccoocvvvvrvnennenne. 13:34-35
E. Peter wishes to follow Christ but will fall ................c.ccoceiinne. 13:36-38
F. Do not be troubled: Christ will receive you to Himself.................. 14:1-4
G. Various questions and aNSWELS ..........ccceeveervereereereesieeseeseesneennas 14:5-24

1. Thomas’s question about the Way.........cccccevvverivriiniieniennnens 14:5-7

2. Philip’s question about the Father................ccccccovveviennnn, 14:8-11

3. Asking in Christ’s name and keeping His commands .... 14:12-21

4. Judas’s question about the Lord disclosing Himself....... 14:22-24
H. Promise of the Holy Spirit in place of Christ............c.ccocvvinnenne. 14:25-31
I. Abiding in the vine to bear fruit ...........ccccoeee i, 15:1-11
J. Love one another as Christ has loved US...........cccccooiiiiiiinnnnns 15:12-17
K. The world hates belieVers ..........cccoovvivinniincieiee, 15:18-25, 16:1-4
L. The Holy Spirit will come and guide the disciples.......15:26-27, 16:5-15
M. Confusion over when and where Christ is going ...................... 16:16-22
N. Asking the Father in the name of Christ...........c..ccoc....... 16:23-24, 26-27
O. The disciples initially confused by figurative language....... 16:25, 29-33
P. The High Priestly prayer.........ccccoviiiieneieneseseseeeeeeen, 17:1-7277

1. Christ prays about His own Work.............ccccovevviieiieiieennn, 17:1-5

2. Christ prays for His disciples: Father, keep them............. 17:6-19

3. Christ prays for future believers to be united.................. 17:20-23

4. Christ prays for all believers to be with Him.................. 17:24-26
Suffering of Christ, Death, and Resurrection...........c.ccccecvevvennen. 18:1-21:25
A. Jesus betrayed and arrested............ccocvevveiieii e i 18:1-11
B. First trial, before Annas; Peter starts to fail ...........ccccccoveveeenns 18:12-23
C. Second trial, before Caiaphas..........ccccceviiiiiiiiiiiics e 18:24
D. Peter denies the Lord again...........cccooererenininiienene e 18:25-27
E. Third trial, before Pilate; Jesus a king and witness to truth........ 18:28-40
F. Jesus beaten and MOCKEd ..........ccooveveiiiiiiiiiiccee e 19:1-3
G. Still before Pilate, and rejected by the people.........cccccoveevvennne. 19:4-16
H. Crucifixion and death of the King of the Jews............cc.ccocvnenne. 19:17-30
I. Death confirmed by examination and piercing...........c.cccceeeveenen. 19:31-37
J. Burial by Joseph and NiCOJeMUS ...........cccovvvrininiiiiie e 19:38-42
K. Resurrection of Jesus diSCOVEred ...........ccuverenieienniiienieneens 20:1-10
L. Christ appears to Mary Magdalene (Mmorning) .........c.ccocevvvvnnns 20:11-18
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M. Christ appears to disciples, without Thomas (evening) ............ 20:19-25

N. Christ appears to disciples, with Thomas (8 days later) ............ 20:26-29

O. Epilogue: Why John wrote the gospel: to cause belief.............. 20:30-31

P. Christ appears to seven disciples on a fishing trip.........ccccoeovennene 21:1-14

Q. Christ ministers to Peter and foretells his future........................ 21:15-23

R. Conclusion: much more could be Written ...........cccoevvvieieenne. 21:24-25
Notes

1. The four confirming witnesses to Jesus’ identity (5:31-47) are the testimony of John the
Baptist, the miraculous works Christ has done, the testimony of the Father, and the
testimony of the Scriptures. Beside this, there is the testimony of Jesus Himself. Despite
these clear witnesses, many Jews were unwilling to come to Jesus to receive life. The text
in 8:13-19 reveals a similar issue about witnesses supporting the identity of Christ.

2. Jesus reveals in 6:26 that He knows the real motivation of the crowd: they were interested
in more welfare (free food) than in the spiritual teaching of the Lord.

3. The end of chapter 6 (verses 41, 60, 66) shows how the Jews and fair-weather disciples
responded negatively to the Lord’s teaching about eternal life. The true disciples like
Peter knew that the Lord had the words of eternal life and that those words could not be
found elsewnhere.

4. The events in chapter 7 hinge on the prior events of chapter 5 where the Jewish leaders
sought to kill Jesus (5:18).

5. The blind man of chapter 9 was ordained to be that way from birth in order to display the
works of God when Christ came to heal him.

6. The washing of the disciples’ feet in chapter 13 was not only an example, but also an
illustration of the need for continual cleansing from sin.
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Outline of Acts

Acts is all about the early church. It is sometimes called the Acts of the Holy Spirit
because it shows the ministry of the Spirit through the early church. It is a continuation of Luke’s
report about what Christ began to do and teach in His earthly ministry.

Outline
I. The Birth of the Church ........cccccooi i 1:1-3:26
A. The Promise of the Holy Spirit: GIVEN ..........ccceeviiiieiicieieee 1:1-11
1. The Lord's Pre-Crucifixion Ministry ..........cccccevvvvvvninivnniennn 1.1
2. The Lord's Post-Resurrection Ministry...........ccccoccevvereennnne. 1:2-5
3. The Disciple's Question About the Kingdom and Jesus' Answer1:6-8
4. The Lord's ASCENSION......cciurieiirieiiesiesieseeieee e 1:.9-11
B. The Promise of the Holy Spirit: Awaited...........cccccoovvvniiinnnnnn 1:12-26
1. Their One Purpose in Prayer........ccccceeveveeveiieeseesee s 1:12-14
2. The Selection of Matthias as an Apostle..............cc.ccevnens 1:15-26
C. The Promise of the Holy Spirit: Fulfilled...........c..ccccooveviiiennnen 2:1-13
1. The Disciples Receive the Holy Spirit..........cccccoeeniiinennnnn. 2:1-4
2. The Proof of the Promise: Filling of the Spirit and Tongues2:5-13
D. The First Christian Sermon and ReSponse..........ccccoceverereniennnn 2:14-40
1. The Reception of the Holy Spirit and the Analogy of Joel2:14-21
2. The Resurrection of Christ and Reference to David......... 2:22-31
3. The Exalted Position of Christ as LOrd..........ccccceeevvvnvnnnns 2:32-36
4. The Sorrowful Response of the Hearers ............ccocvvvveiennee, 2:37
5. The Invitation to be Saved ..........ccccevvieieneneie s 2:38-40
E. The First Local ChUrch.........cccoooviieiiee e 2:41-47
1. The First Immersion (BaptiSm).........ccccceevvevveveiiiesieeie e 2:41
2. The Activities of the Church..........cccceoeveiiiceiee 2:42-27
F. The Second Christian Sermon ..........c.cocvveiinininiene e 3:1-26
1. Healing of @ 1ame man ..o 3:1-9
2. The amazed response of the crowd.............cccccovevveiiecnnn, 3:10-11
3. Peter exalted Christ, whom the people ignorantly killed.. 3:12-18
4. Peter calls for repentance..........cocceevveveeveiicve e 3:19-26
Il. The Early Troubles of the Church ...........cccccooiiiiiiii 4:1-8:3
A. Persecution by the Jews and ReSPONSE ..........cccevereneienicnenieninn 4:1-31
1. Peter and John harassed by the Sanhedrin.......................... 4:1-22
2. Prayer of the church for boldness and fulfillment ............ 4:23-31
3. Continued faithfulnNess ..o 4:32-37
B. Lying in the ChUICN.........ccoviiiiieeeee e 5:1-16
1. Sin and Death of Ananias and Sapphira .........c.ccccevevnennne. 5:1-11
2. Signs and Wonders (fulfillment of prayer in 4:30)............ 5:12-16
C. Apostles imprisoned, beaten, released ............cccooeevieiieciicinnn, 5:17-42
D. Martyrdom of STEPhEN ......ccoiviii 6:1-8:3
1. Selection of First DEACONS .......ccevvervveierierie e see e 6:1-7
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2. Preaching of Stephen and False Accusation....................... 6:8-15

3. Defense of Stephen ..o 7:1-53
4. Death of Stephen.........cccocvvvieiiiccc e 7:54-60
5. Saul’s Participation and Great Persecution Against the Church8:1-3
I11. Progress of the Church around ISrael..........cccooeiviiiiiiiiieencinins 8:4-11:30
AL SAMAMTAL ..ttt 8:4-25
1. Philip’s preaching and healing...............c.ccovviiiiinicnnen. 8:4-8
2. OpposItion DY SIMON ..o 8:9-11
3. Apparent conversion of SIMON .........ccoceveieieneieniienns 8:12-13
4. Apostles join the evangelistic effort and the Spirit is received8:14-17
5. Simon’s true colors revealed...........cccovvveviieiiiie e, 8:18-24
6. Return of the apostIes...........cccevveiiiieiece e 8:25
B. ETNIOPIA ..o 8:26-39
C. Caesarea and ENVIIONS .......cccooeviiiiiiisisieee e e 8:40
D. Conversion OF SAUL..........ccceiieiiieniee e 9:1-30
E. ReSt from PerseCULION. .......ccoeiviiieieie s 9:31
F. Missions to Lydda and JOPPa ........ccceveririnininiicienie e 9:32-43
G. Gentiles iN CaBSAIBA. .......covvrververiiriieiesieie e, 10:1-11:18
H. Paul and Barnabas minister in Antioch................... 11:19-26 (and 12:25)
I. Help for famine-stricken in Judea ...........ccccoooveveiieii e 11:27-30
IV. Persecution by HErod...........cccooveiiiie e 12:1-24
A. Martyrdom OF JAMES ........cccoiiiiiiiiee e 12:1-2
B. Imprisonment and Release of Peter............cccccevevieviciciicceene 12:3-19
C. Death of HErod..........cocveiveieeiiiiesieseee e 12:20-23
D. Rest from Persecution and Growth .............ccoceveveneiiiiiinieienen, 12:24

V. Progress of the Church Throughout the Roman Empire/Gentiles13:1-21:14

A FIrst MIiSSIONArY tOUF ........coververiiiiirienieeeeeeese e 13:1-14:27
B. Jerusalem CounCil ...........ccooeieiiiiiii e 15:1-35
C. Second mMISSIONArY tOUN .........ccererireeieiee e 15:36-18:22
D. Ministry of APollOS.........ccoooiiiiiiec e 18:24-28
E. Third missionary tOUr ...........ccocveereeresieneese e 18:23, 19:1-21:14
V1. Paul’s ImpriSOnment ..........cccccovoienieiiieninic e 21:15-28:31
A. Journey to Jerusalem.........cccocveiiieiie i 21:15-25
B AITEST ... 21:26-40
C. Public Testimony and Defense..........ccccccveveeiieie e, 22:1-21
D. Near ROmMan TOITUIE .......c.ceeiiiiiiiiieniie e 22:22-29
E. Sanhedrin Trial ..o 22:30-23:10
F. Plan to Kill Paul Foiled............ccccoveiiiiiiiee e 23:11-35
G. Felix Trial and Delay .........cccovvviiieiieieecc e 24:1-26
H. Festus Trial, Retrial, and Sending to Rome..............cccceev..... 24:27-26:32
I. Dangerous Journey t0 ROME.........ccccvveiiiiee i 27:1-28:16
J. Ministry in Rome while under house arrest .............ccecvvvvvvennne 28:17-31
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Notes

1. One of the key aspects of Acts is the number of times it mentions the word of God
spreading, being received, growing and multiplying (6:7; 8:4; 11:1; 12:24; 13:49; 15:35;
19:10, 19:20).

2. We see cyclical persecution and rest periods in the church, although the rest periods are
peppered with persecution as the church progresses, as Paul’s missionary tours
demonstration in part V. Some instances of persecution were tough enough to warrant
being called out in great detail, as with Herod’s persecution in part I'V.
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Outline of Romans

Romans is Paul’s great treatise on the doctrine of salvation—including sin, redemption,
justification, and sanctification. It discusses the relationship of Isracl to God’s plan of salvation
for the Gentiles, and emphasizes God’s sovereignty in all things.

Outline
Lo INErOAUCTION ... 1:1-17
AL SAIULALION ..o 1:1-7
B. Paul's Compulsion to Preach the Gospel...........cccoovevviieeiicicinenne. 1:8-15
C. Theme of the Book: The Gospel of Christ...........ccccoceviniinininnns 1:16-17
1. SAIVALION ..o 1:16
2. The Righteousness of GOd ..........ccccuveveienenenineseceeeen 1:17
I, Justification by Faith...........cooooiiiii e, 1:18-4:25
A. Unrighteousness of Man ...........ccccocveieiieeiiece s, 1:18-3:20
1. Pagan Gentiles .........coccooviiiiniiieiee e 1:18-1:32
2. The Hypocritical and Confident Jew ..........cccccoevvevvennne. 2:1-3:8
3. All Mankind GUIltY ..o 3:9-20
B. Righteousness from God ............cccocveiiiiieieese e, 3:21-4:25
1. Received by Faith ..., 3:21-3:31
2. Applied by Imputation ...........cccccvevviiieiicce e 4:1-25
I1l. Sanctification: Living as a Justified Person............cccccceevvvvevvenenne. 5:1-8:39
A. Regarding the Benefits of Justification.............ccccocevvniinininnne 5:1-11
B. Regarding the Reign of Death vs. of Grace ..........ccccccceeeveveennnne 5:12-21
C. Regarding SN ......ccoooiiiieiii e 6:1-23
D. Regarding the Sin Nature..........ccccocveieiieee e 7:1-25
E. Regarding the HOly SPirit........cccoooiiiiiiiiiiice 8:1-27
F. Regarding Eternal SECUNItY..........cccccvevviiieiieeie e 8:28-39
IV. The Gospel and ISrael ..........c.ccovevviieiieii e, 9:1-11:36
A. The Sovereignty of GOd..........ccoviiiiiiiiiie e 9:1-33
B. The Responsibility of Man..........c.ccccoviieiiiiiii e 10:1-21
C. The Election of the Nation of Israel ............ccccccevoveveiieniviiennenn. 11:1-36
V. Sanctification, Part 2.........cooovviviiiiiie e 12:1-15:13
A. Regarding Life Dedication............ccccocvveiiieeiie i 12:1-2
B. Regarding Spiritual Gifts in the Body..........ccccoovviiininiiiiinen 12:1-13
C. Regarding Attitude toward Persecutors...........ccccovvevvvvevvesireennn. 12:14-21
D. Regarding Governmental Authority..........c.ccoovviiienencicncncns 13:1-7
E. Regarding a Proper WalK ...........ccccoovveiiiiiiiieec e 13:8-14
F. Regarding Relationships with Fellow Believers........................ 14:1-15:7
VI. Paul's Ministry in Spreading the Gospel..........ccccoooiiniiiiiienn, 15:8-15:33
A. The Gospel Available to Gentiles........c.ccccovviiiieiiiiiicic e, 15:8-13
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B. Through Paul's Past Ministry ...........ccccovevviievnece s 15:14-21

C. Through Paul's Desired Future Ministry ...........cccceovvvvnevninnennns 15:22-33
A L PR 1 (o] o o USRI 16:1-27
AL GIEEIINGS ..ottt 16:1-16
B. Separation from Divisive People...........cccooiiiieiiiiniiieiee 16:17-20
(R ] (T {0 SRS 16:21-24
D. DOXOIOGY ... e cueiuiiieiteiteeieseeee s 16:25-27

Notes

1. Consider these interesting facts: of the 433 verses in Romans, a total of 61 mention one
or more of the words righteous, righteousness, justify, justified, justification, reckon,
reckoned, impute, or imputed. Faith or belief is mentioned in 54 verses. The word gospel
is specifically mentioned in 13 verses. If we go beyond the mere word counts, we see that
a large portion of the book is devoted to these important ideas.
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Outline of 1 Corinthians

This letter to the Corinthian church is actually the second letter Paul wrote to the church
(1 Cor. 5:9). It contains material very relevant to the church in every century, including our own.

Outline
R 101 oo (3 Tox [0 o USRS PPRRN 1:1-9
Y ] (=] [ o USSR 1:1-3
B. Thanksgiving for God’s work in the church ... 1:4-9
I1. Problems in the Church and Solutions............cccceiieiiiiiieieenenn, 1:10-6:20
AL DIVISIONS ..ottt 1:10-4:21
1. Call fOr UNILY ..o 1:10-17
2. The wisdom of God vs. the “wisdom” of men............... 1:18-2:16
3. Divisions are evidence of carnality...........cccoceveviniiinnnnnn 3:1-4
4. God’s ministers and God’s MINIStIY ......coeevrvriiiiiiennnns 3:5-4:21
B. Sexual immOorality ........ccccooveiiiiiiieice e 5:1-13
C. LAWSUITS .ttt st 6:1-11
D. EXCUSES TOI SIN..vviiiiiiieiicie e 6:12-20
I1l. Questions from the Corinthians and ANSWEIS ..........cccevvrieerveeenne 7:1-16:4
A. Marriage and diVOICE .......c.ccvviieiieie e 7:1-40
1. Married PeoPI ..o 7:1-7
2. Unmarried and WIdOWS .........cooeveiinininieieene e 7:8-9
3. Divorce of two Christians, or one non-Christian.............. 7:10-16
4. Principle of living as called.............ccccooovevieiiiieiiciees 7:17-24
5. VITGINS. ..o 7:25-38
B. WIHHOWS ... e 7:39-40
B. Food offered t0 idolS ........coevveieiieii e 8:1-11:1
1. Introduction and the issue of Christian liberty.................... 8:1-13
2. Paul restricts liberty to increase ministry...........c.ccocoeeee. 9:1-9:27
3. The danger of idolatry.........c.cccooveiiiviiecee e, 10:1-22
4. The principle of living for God’s glory........ccccccevnnnnene. 10:23-11:1
C. Roles of men and WOMEN ...........coovviiiienieieeee e 11:2-16
D. The Lord’s table ........cooooiiiiiiiiie e, 11:17-34
E. Gifts of the SPirit.........cccoooiiiiiie e 12:1-14:40
1. The church: many members, different gifts...................... 12:1-30
2. Love: the way to exercise spiritual gifts............ccoeevveenen. 13:1-13
3. The gifts of prophecy and tonguUES..........ccccevvvevierverirennnne. 14:1-25
4. Edifying church meetings, not disorderly ones............... 14:26-40
F. The RESUITECTION......cciee e 15:1-58
1. The gospel and witnesses to the resurrection of Christ..... 15:1-11
2. Supposing Christ is not raised?.........cccccevererenencnennenn 15:12-19
3. Christ the firstfruits of all who will be raised ................. 15:20-28
4. Further consequences if Christ is not raised ................... 15:29-34
5. The glorified body and victory over death..................... 15:35-58
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G. Financial Offerings .......ccccecviiiiicie e 16:1-4

Y O [ ] [ o OSSR 16:5-20

A. Travel and ministry plans.........ccccooeieiinniniicc e 16:5-12

B. Closing eXhortations...........cccccvveiieiiiieseee e 16:13-18

C. GrEELINGS ...ttt bbb 16:19-23
Notes

1. Note the sarcasm of the apostle Paul in 4:8-10.
2. Note the Corinthians slogans or proverbs in 6:12-13 and again in 10:23.
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Outline of 2 Corinthians

This is the fourth letter Paul wrote to the Corinthians. Between 1 and 2 Corinthians, he
wrote a “severe” letter (2 Cor. 2:4), and followed up with this letter.

Outline
R 101 oo (3 Tox [0 o USRS PPRRN 1:1-2
A. Authors and RECIPIENES .....cc.vcveieiiice e 1:1
B. GrEELING .. .o iteeieeie et 1:2
[1. The APOostle’S MINISTIY ......cooiiiiiieicice e 1:3-7:16
A. Suffering and COmMFOrt..........coeoviiiiicie e 1:3-7
B. Trouble cultivates trust in GOd............ccovvriiiiiiiiieicc e 1:8-11
C. Paul was sincere, not duplicitous, in relating to the Corinthians .1:12-14
D. Paul’s change in ministry travel plans ...........c.ccoooveiiiiinnennnn, 1:15-2:2
E. Forgiveness for the offender is encouraged...........ccccccevvevviiernnnnn. 2:3-11
F. The absence Of TitUS......cooeiieiiiie e 2:12-13
G. Thanksgiving to God who ministers through Paul....................... 2:14-17
H. The Corinthians were Paul’s introduction letter .............c.ccceevennee. 3:1-3
I. The glory of Paul’s new covenant ministry compared to the old.... 3:4-11
J. Bold and open ministry despite blindness from Satan ................. 3:12-4:6
K. Gospel is carried in frail vessels so as to honor God ..................... 4:7-18
L. The eternal glory of presence with the Lord ..........ccccoceeeiiniiinnnn. 5:1-8
M. The judgment seat of ChriSt..........c..cccevvieviiiiii e, 5:9-11
N. The compelling message of new creation and reconciliation .....5:12-6:2
O. Proof of Paul’s honest ministry..........cccceevviieiiiiniiciiscnic 6:3-10
P. Paul’s love for the Corinthians, and hope for reciprocation......... 6:11-13
Q. Call for separation from sin to holiness ..........ccccccevvevvcieireennenn, 6:14-7:1
R. The Corinthians responded with godly Sorrow ............c.ccoccevvenene 7:2-16
I1l. Teaching about the Financial Offering ..........ccccocevviiniiininieien, 8:1-9:15
A. Example of the Macedonian Churches ...........cccccovevieiieieesec, 8:1-6
B. Call to Corinthians to abound in the grace of giving ...........cccceeveueene. 8:7
C. Example of ChriSt.......c.ocoviiiei e 8:8-9
D. Counsel for Corinthians to be ready with an offering.................. 8:10-15
E. Titus and another person to help administer the gift................... 8:16-24
F. Theology Of QIVING .....ccoviiiiiiiieeee e 9:1-15
V. Defense of Paul’s Apostleship.........ccocvviviiiiiiiiiiiniiiiceen, 10:1-12:13
A. Paul does not minister according to the flesh ................c.cecooei 10:1-6
B. Paul exercises divinely-granted authority ...........ccccoceveniiinnnnne 10:7-11
C. Paul ministers in his God-given place.........cccccocevvvvievieiiieenen. 10:12-18
D. Paul desires faithfulness in the Corinthians..........c.ccccocevveieieenee. 11:1-4
E. Paul offered the gospel free of charge..........ccccoevveviiiiciccceeen, 11:5-15
F. Paul’s “foolish” boasting in his suffering...........ccccccocvvivernnnnn. 11:16-33
G. Paul has seen ParadiSe...........ccovieiiiiininie e 12:1-6
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H. God gives Paul a thorn to humble him..............cccooiviieie 12:7-10

I. Paul works the signs of an apostle............ccoooeeieiiinciins 12:11-13
V. Paul will Return to Corinth a Third Time........cccocevvviveieninnnnnn 12:14-13:14
A. He intended to give, not take, from the Corinthians.................. 12:14-18
B. He hopes that the visit will be a good one.............cccccoeiininenn. 12:19-21
C. This third visit will prove if they are genuine ............ccccceeevevivenene. 13:1-6
D. He hopes the Corinthians will be compliant...............ccccociinen. 13:7-10
E. CloSING QretiNg......ccovviieiieeiesie e 13:11-14

Notes

1. The change in travel plans (1:15-2:2) was not an indication of flightiness on Paul’s part.
There were legitimate reasons, one of which was the timing of the visit at which Paul did
not want to extend their sorrow from the prior visit and letters.

Forgiveness needs to be extended promptly lest Satan gets a foothold in a situation.

3. The transition from Paul’s troubled soul in 2:13 to thanksgiving in 2:14 reminds us to
shift our gaze heavenward when troubles come. Joy can return in that manner.

4. There is somewhat of an abrupt transition between Paul’s statement of love for the
Corinthians (6:11-13) and the call for separation, and then back to his desire to have them
open their hearts (7:2). There is a sin problem in the lives of the Corinthians that hinders
their proper relationship with the apostle Paul.

N
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Outline of Galatians

Of all the churches to which Paul wrote, the churches of Galatia were in the most danger.
Some Galatians were turning away from the true gospel to a different ‘gospel.’

Outline
I, Introduction Of the Letter.........covvieiieiece e 1:1-5
AL AULNOT L e 1:1-2a
B. RECIPIENTS ... 1:2b
(ORI ] (T oo OSSR 1:3-5
Il. There is Only One Gospel: Based on Grace, not Law-keeping....... 1:6-2:21
A. Warning to the Galatians who were turning away ............cc.ccoevevee. 1:6-10
B. Origin of the Gospel: not man, but Jesus Christ ....................... 1:11-2:21
1. Paul was not initially in contact with other people............ 1:11-17
2. Paul briefly saw the apostles in Jerusalem........................ 1:18-20
3. Paul spent a lengthy time in Syria and Cilicia.................. 1:21-24
4. Paul briefly conferred with apostles in Jerusalem.............. 2:1-10
5. Paul rebuked Peter’s retreat from the Gentiles ................. 2:11-21
I1l. The Gospel is Justification and Sanctification by Faith................... 3:1-4:31
A. The saving gifts of God come through faith, not Law................... 3:1-14
B. The relation of the Law to the Abrahamic Covenant................... 3:15-22
C. The Christian’s new relationship to God as adult sons............... 3:23-4:7
D. The danger of returning t0 the Law ..........c.ccoovvvvieienenc s 4:8-20
E. The allegory of Abraham’s sons: freedom or bondage................ 4:21-31
IV. The Gospel APPlIEd .......c.coviiiiiieceee e 5:1-6:10
A. Exhortation to stand firm in gospel freedom .........ccccoceiiiiniiinnne 5:1-12
B. Exhortation to walk by the Spirit and serve in love.................... 5:13-26
C. Exhortations t0 SErve Others ..........ccccevveeneere e 6:1-10
1. Restore the fallen ... 6:1
2. Bearing our load and helping others bears theirs.................. 6:2-5
3. SUPPOIt the PASIOr ......ccveiieciece e 6:6

4. Sow good by doing good to all, especially the church ....... 6:7-10
D. Personal appeal: only boast in the cross, not in Law-keeping .....6:11-15

V. Closing Of the LEter .......covv e 6:16-18

Notes

1. The point of 1:11-2:10 is not to defend of Paul’s apostleship, although it does so
indirectly. The real point is to explain that the gospel did not originate with man. Paul
received it from Jesus Christ. It was the same as the gospel preached by the other
apostles, yet Paul did not receive it from the apostles.
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. The visit to Jerusalem mentioned in 2:1-10 is likely the visit mentioned in Acts 11. But
there is debate about this, as some equate it with the visit detailed in Acts 15 after Paul’s
first missionary tour.

. When you read “even so we” in Galatians 4:3, you must figure out whether Paul is
speaking of “we” as all believers were under the elements of the world and under the law,
or whether “we” refers to the Jewish nation. Similarly, are “those under the law in verse 5
precisely the same as the “we” of verse 5 who have received adoption as sons? Is Paul
speaking completely in individual terms, or is does he have in mind in part the era before
Christ and the era after Christ?

3:15-22 advances the argument that the law was a temporary administrative step put in
place until the promise to Abraham could be fulfilled in Christ, especially in regard to
Gentiles. As such, the law cannot be against the promises of God or replaces those
promises; it was meant as a step to advance the promise program.

In 4:21-31, the issue is not merely bondage, but that those who remain in or return to that
kind of bondage are cast out and not heirs. This refers to a lack of true saving grace.
Those who return to such bondage gives evidence that they never truly escaped it in the
first place.
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Outline of Ephesians
Acts 18 and 19 record the history of the origin of the church in Ephesus. Revelation 2:1-7
records a warning from Christ to the church about a generation after Paul wrote.

Ephesians is one of the prison epistles, written by the apostle Paul during the at least two-
year imprisonment recorded in Acts 28.

Outline
R ] T [ o USSR 1:1-2
I1. The Doctrine of SalVation...........ccoeiiiiiiiinieee e, 1:3-3:21
A. Chosen for holiness and adoption — God the Father........................ 1:3-6
B. Redeemed for forgiveness and inheritance — God the Son ............ 1:7-12
C. Sealed and guaranteed for final redemption — God the Spirit...... 1:13-14
D. Prayer of thanks and request for spiritual wisdom....................... 1:15-23
E. Initial condition of humanity: dead in SiN..........ccccccevvveviiiciieiees 2:1-3
F. God makes believers alive by grace through faith without works.. 2:4-10
G. Relationship of Gentiles to Jews and God’s covenants ............ 2:11-3:21
1. Gentiles estranged from the promises...........cccccocvvvrennene 2:11-12
2. Gentiles brought near by the blood of Christ.................... 2:13-18
3. Gentiles fellow citizens of God’s household .................... 2:19-22
4. Paul reveals the mystery of the Gentiles in the church....... 3:1-13
H. Prayer for spiritual strength and knowledge ............ccccccviirnnnne 3:14-21
[1l. The Practice of Salvation — The Worthy WalK.............cc.coovinnnn, 4:1-6:20
AL WalK N UNITY o 4:1-16
B. Walk in HOlINess, as @ NEW MaN ...........ccovvveeeieinnienene e 4:17-32
C. WaAlK N LOVE ...t 5:1-7
D. WalK in Light ......cccooiiiiiiece e 5:8-14
E. WalK in WiSHOM ......ocieiiiieieee e 5:15-21
F. HOUSENOId HOIINESS ......oviviiiieiiiece e 5:22-6:9
1. Husbands and WIVES...........cecvvieneeienie e 5:22-33
2. Parents and children ... 6:1-4
3. S1aves and MASLEIS .....ccuvcveieerieeie e 6:5-9
G. Standing strong as Christians in the battle of life ...................... 6:10-20
1. The following attributes help us stand against the Devil .. 6:10-13
2. The attribDUeS ........ccooiiiiiee e 6:14-20
IV, ClOSING . 6:21-24
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Notes

1. Paul has received a great revelation about the body of Christ as a union of Gentiles and
Jews. Because of this, his imprisonment for Christ is not something that the Ephesians
should lose heart about, because He is imprisoned for preaching that message that is such
a benefit to them.

2. The pieces of armor in chapter 6 represent the virtues that are the “material” of the
various pieces of armor. For example, the breastplate of righteousness is righteousness.
The belt of truth is truth. The list of attributes is as follows: truth, righteousness, the
gospel, faith, salvation, the word of God, and prayer.
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Outline of Philippians

The letter to the Philippians is another of Paul’s prison epistles.

Outline
R ] T [ o USSR 1:1-2
I1. Initial Prayer and REPOI.........cccocveiveiiiicceece e 1:3-26
A. Thanksgiving for their partnership and God’s work in them........... 1:3-8
B. Intercession for their spiritual growth ...........cccoooovveieiieieciecee, 1:9-11
C. Paul’s present CIrCUMSIANCES.......c.vvrvirieeirinierieiieee e 1:12-26
1. Despite imprisonment, the gospel is advancing................ 1:12-18
2. Paul hopes to be released and live on for Christ............... 1:19-26
T AAMONITIONS. ...eiiiiieice e 1:27-2:18
A. Remain united despite Persecution ...........cccccvevevieeneeveeseesreenenn 1:27-30
B. Be like-minded with humility toward one another.............c.cc.cocue.... 2:1-4
C. Follow the example of Christ’s humility........ccccooviiiiiiiiininnnn 2:5-11
D. Pursue SanCtifiCatioN ..........cccevveierienieie e 2:12-13
E. Shine as lights in the World ... 2:14-16
F. Rejoice with Paul as his imprisonment is like a drink offering.... 2:17-18
V. Movement of Gospel MINISLErsS ..........ccooviiiiiniinieeee e 2:19-30
A. The plan is soon to send like-minded Timothy...........c...cccveneen. 2:19-23
B. Paul hopes to come himself...........ccooiiiiiiiiiee 2:24
C. Presently, Epaphroditus is coming back to Philippi..................... 2:25-30
V. WAININGS .ttt sbe et e steeaesneesreas 3:1-4:1
A. Beware of the circumcision faction ...........cccccvveviveirnieenesie s 3:1-11
1. Warning about the Judaizer party .........cccccceeveveiveieevesnenne. 3:1-2
2. The true circumcision is that of the heart, not flesh................. 3:3
3. Paul previously had grounds for confidence in the flesh...... 3:4-6
4. Paul abandoned all of that for Christ ..........cccccooeiiiinennnnn 3:7-11
5. Exhortation to continue to pursue Christ-likeness............ 3:12-16
B. Beware of those focused on worldly things ... 3:17-21
1. Follow good eXamples .........ccceveiieieeiic i 3:17
2. Many are enemies Of the CroSS..........ccovvvereneneieneienins 3:18-19
3. Christian’s citizenship is in heaven...........ccccooeviiiciinnnn, 3:20-21
C. Stand fast in the Lord (don’t be deceived by the above)..................... 4:1
VI, MOre AMONITIONS ....cueiieiieiiieie e ee e se e se e sae e e e e 4:2-9
A. Be like-minded instead of disputing ..........cccccevvveiiieniiiiic v, 4:2-3
B. Have joy, gentleness, and the peace of GOd.........ccccceoeiiienincninnne. 4:4-9
VI ClOSING 1ttt et bbb 4:10-23
A. Thanksgiving for their financial support...........ccccooeviiveiieiieennn. 4:10-18
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B. Trust that the Lord will supply their needs ...........cccccevviveinennnne 4:19-20
C. FINal greetings .......covoiiiiieeiecsecse e 4:21-23

Notes

1. Many have tagged it with the theme word “joy” but there is a lot more to it than that.

2. Paul begins and ends by offering thanks for the Philippians’ partnership in the gospel. By
this, he means more than their coming to faith; they have taken up the calling of the Great
Commission and are partnering with Paul financially in the work that he is doing.

3. Paul also offers a number of exhortations for them to grow in grace.

117



Outline of Colossians

This is yet another of the prison epistles. It is a powerful letter on the sufficiency and pre-
eminence of Christ.

Outline

I 101 oo [FTox [0 o PSP 1:1-14
Y ] (=] [ o USSR 1:1-2
B. Prayer of thanks for gospel fruit in ColoSSe.........cccovvviiiiniiininnne. 1:3-8
C. Intercession for the Colossians sanctification ............cc.cceccveerenenn. 1:9-14
I1. The Doctrine of Christ and the Gospel ...........cccccevvevveviiieieee, 1:15-2:23
A. The deity and preeminence of Christ..........cc.ccooeiiieiencicnenen 1:15-20
B. The reconciliation provided by Christ...........ccccocoveiieiiieieene 1:21-23
C. Paul is a minister of the church for the mystery of the Gentiles .. 1:24-27
D. Gospel ministry strives to bring people to maturity................... 1:28-2:7
E. Warning about worldly philosophy ... 2:8-10
F. Salvation is entirely through the work of Jesus Christ.................. 2:11-15
G. Legalism and asceticism are false gospels with no power........... 2:16-23
. Living the GOSPEL......coiiiiiiieiee s 3:1-4:6
A. Have a Christ-centered mindset..........cccoocevvvvienininienene e 3:1-4
B. Put off the flesh and its deeds..........ccoovevviieiiiniiie e 3:5-9
C. Put on the good works of the new man ...........c.cccceeeveeveecieseenen. 3:10-17
D. Christian conduct in the household............cccccooieiiviiiiieiciinen, 3:18-4:1
1. Husbands and WIVES..........cccceeviirininieenene e 3:18-20
2. FANBIS ...t 3:21
3. BONUSEIVANTS.......cciiiiieiieieiece e 3:22-25
A MASTEIS ...t 4:1

E. CONLINUE IN PIaYEr ...cveevece ettt 4:2-
F. Wise living and gracious SPeech..........c.ccocvvvviiininienenc v 4:5-6
V. ClOSING .t 4:7-18
A. Tychicus and Onesimus will relay NewWs..........ccccccecvvevviieieececnnn, 4:7-9
B. Greetings from Various ONES ...........ccocerererininieerienie e 4:10-15
C. Exhortation to read Paul’s [etters ...........ccovvevirreieneiene e 4:16
D. Exhortation to Archippus to fulfill the ministry...........c.ccocoviiiienn. 4:17
E. SIQNALUIE ... e 4:18

Notes

1. Itis crucial to note the doctrine of perseverance in faith. It is clearly taught in 1:23.

2. Paul’s ministry entails suffering for Christ. That suffering serves to advance the gospel
(1:24).
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Outline of 1 Thessalonians

1 Thessalonians is likely Paul’s earliest inspired letter. The book of James may be earlier
chronologically. It is written to a church facing some persecution but that is living well for the
Lord. Paul cannot get back to see them as he wishes, so he encourages them from afar. In each
chapter he reminds them of the second coming of Christ.

Important background that helps us understand the book is found in Acts 17:1-10.

Outline

Lo INErOAUCTION ... s 1:1-4

F N ] (T 1o o PP TRSPPP 1:1

B. Prayer of thankSgiViNg .......ccccocveiiiiieiiece e 1:2-4

1. PaSt IMINISIIY ...oeivieieccece e 1:5-2:16
A. Thessalonian response to the gospel .........c.ccoovviiiieiiiinie 1:5-10

B. Paul's method of Ministry........c.ccccooviieiieie e, 2:1-12

C. Reception of the Word even in tribulation.............cccccevviirnnenen. 2:13-16

I FULUrE MIINISTIY oo 2:17-3:13
A. Paul’s desire to minister again to the Thessalonians.................... 2:17-20

B. Purpose of further ministry: encourage in tribulation ...................... 3:1-5

C. Timothy reports that Thessalonians are doing well ......................... 3:6-8

D. Prayer of thanks, guidance, and for sanctification......................... 3:9-13

IV. Present Ministry: Various INSErUCTIONS ..........cccooeieienenenineeenen, 4:1-5:24
A. The more sanctified WalK............cccooveiieniniieee, 4:1-4:12

B. The rapture: comfort in the face of death...........ccccooeviriiiinnnn 4:13-18

C. Timing of the Day of the Lord and call to watchfulness................ 5:1-11

D. Miscellaneous INStrUCTIONS...........c.ovverveieiieneee e 5:12-22

AV 0] o] 01 [ o TSR 5:23-28
A. Prayer for their sanctification.............cccccccoevviiciicii e, 5:23-24

B. REQUESE TOI PrAYET ..c.eiiiiiiieiiiieee s 5:25

C. PasSING GreetiNgS ...cvveveeieiieeiieie st ettt sre e sre e ane s 5:26

D. Charge to read the letter to the church ..........cccccovv i 5:27

O [0 [ o OSSOSO SR 5:28

Notes

1. The coming of the Lord is mentioned in 1:10, 2:19, 3:13, 4:13-18, 5:2, 5:23.

2. The coming of the Lord is in a couple of stages or parts. The first is the rapture, explained
in 4:13-18 with its blessing of resurrection for the Christian (see also 1 Cor. 15:51-55).
The second part includes sudden destruction when the Lord Jesus returns to overturn the
kingdoms of the world and take the rule of the earth to Himself.
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Outline of 2 Thessalonians

Written shortly after 1 Thessalonians, maybe within a few months, this letter helps the
believers deal with their current trials and explains that they are not in danger of missing the Day
of Christ as one or more false teachers had told them by way of letter.

Outline

Lo INErOAUCTION ...t 1:1-3

E N ] (=T 1o o PSSRSO 1:1-2

B. Prayer of thankSgiViNg .......cccccviieiieiicc e 1:3

I1. Encouragement in PErseCUtiON...........cccccvveiieiesieseeie e 1:4-1:12
A. Presently they SUFFEr...........coiii 1:4-5

B. In the future, oppressors will be punished.............cccooevviviiiicieenns 1:6-9

C. Believers will behold the glory of Christ..........ccoooiiiiiniiiee 1:10

D. Paul prays Christ will be glorified in the believers...................... 1:11-12

I11. Correction of a False Prophecy...........ccccovvviiiieiiviiciiece e 2:1-17
A. Thessalonians troubled by a false letter ..o, 2:1-2

B. True timeline includes first a falling away and Antichrist............... 2:3-4

C. Restrainer, lawless one, deception ..........cccccevvveveiiieneniieseenesnenn 2:5-12

D. Prayer of thanks, assurance, and comfort ............cccccoeveiieinennnne 2:13-17

V. Prayers and INStrUCLION .........cccveieiiiiicc e 3:1-15
AL Paul’s prayer reqQUESE........cvereerriiiieiiieiee e 3:1-2

B. Confidence that God will protect and guide the Thessalonians....... 3:3-5

C. Correcting those who are idle...........ccooooviniiiiiii 3:6-12

D. Correcting those who disobey the Word of God..............c.ccu... 3:13-15

AV TR O [ [ o USSR 3:16-18
AL Prayer fOr PEACE ......ccuoiiiiiicieieie et 3:16

B. Salutation and closing greeting .........cccooevveveeie i 3:17-18

Notes

1. Outlining Paul’s letters sometimes is difficult because he has such long sentences. It does
not seem proper to break a sentence across major divisions of an outline (I, 11), but other
times a case can be made for doing just that. In the introduction, 1:3 could be well treated
as its own sentence because of the content; that is what most modern English translations
do.

2. The letter presents an interpretational difficulty at 2:6 regarding the restrainer. We
understand this to be an indirect reference to the Holy Spirit who will loosen His hand of
restraint upon sin in the world in order to allow the Antichrist to rise to prominence.
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Outline of 1 Timothy

For the better part of two decades Timothy was a student and co-worker of the apostle
Paul. He is the recipient of two letters from the apostle, instructing him how to conduct his
personal life and pastoral ministry.

Outline
Lo INErOAUCTION ...t 1:1-2
AL AULNOT L e 1:1
2 I = Tod o] =] | SO USSR 2a
C. GrBELING ...ttt bbbt 2b
I1.  Urgent need to teach sound doctrine in Ephesus ..........ccccoceveivniennnne 1:3-20
A. Command to straighten out belief in the church............................ 1:3-11
B. Paul is grateful that he has been given such a ministry................ 1:12-17
C. Timothy is to engage the battle of sound doctrine ....................... 1:18-20
I11. Instruction for the Operation of the Church............c.ccocoov i 2:1-3:16
AL CONCEIMING PrAYET ...ttt 2:1-8
B. Concerning the manner of women in the church ........................... 2:9-15
C. Concerning elders/pastors/DISNOPS........cccovvreieriniiicen e 3:1-7
D. Concerning deacONS .........ccccveueiierrerieseeseese s e sre e sre e 3:8-13
E. Summary concerning why Paul was writing this section............. 3:14-16
IV. Instructions for Timothy as a Pastor............cccceverenencncncneeeeen, 4:1-5:25
A. Teaching the church sound doctrine to combat the false................ 4:1-11
B. Watching his own life and ministry .........ccccoovveieieneniiinnen 4:12-16
C. Ministering to various categories of church members................... 5:1-25
1. Older and YOUNGEr MEN........coceiiiirieieieie e 5:1
2. Older and younger WOMEN...........ccvevueeeeieeriesiesieeseeeeesveennens 5:2
3o WIHOWS ... 5:3-16
A EHHEIS .o 5:17-20
5. Minister to these ones without prejudice or hastiness ...... 5:21-22
D. Caring for his physical body ............ccccoovveiiiiiiicccec e 5:23
E. Future judgment will reveal good and bad.............ccccoeeviiirnnnne 5:24-25
V. Teaching to Various People in the Church ..........cccoeiiiiiinininnns 6:1-19
AL SBIVANES ... 6:1-2
B. Those who dispute and are greedy .........cocoovveverinienene s 6:3-10
C. The pastor: pursue righteOUSNESS. ........cccveiveerieiieirieesee e 6:11-14
D. DOXOIOGY ... ittt 6:15-16
E. Those Who are rch ... 6:17-19
VI. Closing appeal and greeting..........cccvovveiieeiieiiieesic e 6:20-21
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Notes

1. The text in 5:24-25 needs to be carefully examined to understand not only what it means,
but why Paul placed it in this context.
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Outline of 2 Timothy

This is the last of Paul’s letters, written shortly before his death at the hands of the
Romans.

Outline
R 101 oo (3 Tox [0 o USRS PPRRN 1:1-5
Y ] (=] [ o USSR 1:1-2
B. Prayer of thanks for Timothy and his faith ...............c.cccciinn. 1:3-5
I1. Admonitions for Timothy in His Life and Ministry .............cccceovene. 1:6-4:5
A. Stir up your gift, don’t be ashamed, share in suffering.................. 1:6-18
1. The COMMANGS ......ocveeieieieerie e 1:6-8
2. The gospel and itS MINIStrY ..........cccveveiieeii i 1:9-11
3. Example of Paul not being ashamed..............cccccoevnvinnnns 1:12-14
4. Example of Onesiphorus not being ashamed................... 1:15-18
B. Be strong in grace and pass on sound teaching............c.ccoccvevnnnnne 2:1-26
1. Endure and focus like a good soldier...........c.cccevvevvevieinnnnn. 2:3-4
2. Follow the rules like a winning athlete ..o, 2:5
3. Work hard like a farmer..........cccocovinniiieiecc e, 2:6
4. Consider these eXamples.........ccoviiiiiiieiene e 2:7
5. Suffer and endure like Paul............ccccoovvviiiennience, 2:8-13
6. Remind your people of these things............ccocvvniniiiiiinne. 2:14
7. Work diligently in SCripture .........ccccccevvveveiieeve e 2:15
8. Shun false teaching and useless words ............cccccceeuvenee. 2:16-19
9. Be a pure vessel or GOd S US€........coevviiviiiiiiiiiniiciie 2:20-22
10. Be a gentle and patient teacher ..........cccoeviieiininennne 2:23-26
C. Be aware that the last days will bring peril ..., 3:1-9
D. Carefully follow Paul’s teaching from Scripture ............ccccceenee. 3:10-17
E. Preach the Word whether convenient or not ...........cccccoeceveieinennnne. 4:1-4
F. Fulfill all aspects of your Ministry.........c.ccocvveieneneneneneeseeees 4:5
1. Paul’s CircUmSEanCeS ......ceeeiiuurereeiieiiieesiiiieeesnieeeeessnieeeeesstneeesssneeeeanns 4:6-18
A. Paul’s death is imminent but he is confident in the Lord ................ 4:6-8
B. Paul has been abandoned by most of his friends...............cc.ccoveee 4:9-16
C. But the Lord did not abandon Paul..............cccooeviriieniiiininnns 4:17-18
V. CONCIUSTON ...t 4:19-22
A. PaSSING GreBLINGS....ccveiuiiiiiieieieiese st 4:19-21
B. ClOSING .ttt 4:22
Notes

1. Paul gives a number of exhortations to Timothy. There are six in 4:9-21 which have to do
with Paul’s present situation and his requests for Timothy’s assistance. More generally
applicable commands are found in 1:8-4:5, and there are 27 of them. Several are given in
rapid fire fashion, as in 4:2 and 4:5 where there are a total of 9 out of the 27 imperatives.

123



Outline of Titus

The book of Titus is a letter from the apostle Paul to a young pastor named Titus who is
on the Island of Crete. In it, Paul gives instruction to Titus on a number of matters concerning his
ministry on the island, particularly how he is to set in order the churches there. This includes the
appointment of elders for the churches and instructions on how to teach the people in the
churches. While an example specific to Crete is utilized (1:12-13), these words are profitable for
the church throughout this age. It was written about 65 A.D.

Outline
R [ 11 oo [0 od 1 o] o OSSR 1:1-4
I1. Installation of EIders on Crete .......cccovvveeiienenie e 1:5-16
A Command to Install EIers...........ccccovvviiieiiniieic e, 1.5
B. Qualifications of EIAers ........ccccovvvveiiieniveie e 1:6-9
1. Family Qualifications...........cccoovvevieiiiie e 1:6
2. Personal QualificationS .........cccoovvviieriieie e 1:7-8
3. Doctrinal QUalifiCations..........cccvevvveiieiiiee e 1:9
C. The Need for Qualified EIders.........ccccevviveieiivieiieieens 1:10-16
1. Reason Why Such Elders are Needed.............ccccovevvernennen. 1:10-11
2. Support for the Need of EIders .........ccccceovveiiiciiniiinnns 1:12-16
[11. Sound Teaching REQUITEd..........ccoverieriiiiiierieee e 2:1-15
A Command to Teach Sound DOCEIINE.........cccevereiiiiniiieeeiene, 2:1
B. Content of the Teaching: To Specific Groups ............ccccoeuenee. 2:2-10
1. TO OIAEr MEN.....ooiiiiiiiiceee e 2:1-2
2. TO OIAEr WOMEN ...c.eeeiieeieciiesie e 2:3-4
3. To YouNger WOMEN .......cooviieiiiie ittt 2:4-5
4. To Younger Men, Including Example of Titus..................... 2:6-8
5. TO SEIVANTS ...t 2:9-10
C. Reason for the Teaching: Saving Grace..........ccccocevvvenennnne 2:11-14
D. Reiteration of Command to Teach ..........ccccevvveveiiiiiisieienn, 2:15
IV. General Exhortations ReqUIred...........cccoeveeieeieiicve e 3:1-11
A. Content of the Exhortations: To General Audience.................. 3:1-2
1. Subjection/Obedience to AUthOrity..........ccccceevveiieieiie i 3:1
2. Personal Attitude toward Al Men ........cccoevveieiieveeiecee, 3:2
B. Reason for Exercising Humility: Salvation by Grace............... 3:3-7
C. Teaching on Profitable/Unprofitable ...........ccccooviiiiinnns 3:8-9
1. Profitability of Good WOrKS .........c.cccoveiiieiiiiiiece e, 3:8
2. Uselessness of Foolish Arguments .........ccccceveviieieninnnienen, 3:9
D. Separation from SchiSmaticCs.........c.ccccvevviviiieiie e, 3:10-11
V. Final Instructions and ClOoSING .........cccceevviiiiiiicic e 3:12-15
A. Meeting With Paul...........ccooieiiiiie e, 3:12
B. Hospitality and Ministry to Zenas and Apollos...........cccceeeueee. 3:13
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Notes

o o~

C. Closing Exhortation to Good WOrKS..........ccccevvveveeieiieenesiennnn 3:14
D. CloSING GrEELINGS. ......viveeiierieieie et 3:15

Notice key commands in the body of the letter: set in order (1:5), appoint (1:5), rebuke
(1:13), speak (2:1), exhort (2:6), speak/exhort/rebuke (2:15), remind (3:1), affirm (3:8),
avoid (3:9), reject (3:10).

Notice key explanations based on the explanatory gar (yap): 1:7, 1:10, 2:11, 3:3, 3:9,
3:12. These are the only six verses that use gar in the letter.

The instructions given directly to Titus in especially chapters 2 and 3 will undoubtedly be
passed from Titus to the other elders (see 2 Tim. 2:2).

2:15 is paired with 2:1.

Note the emphasis on works and good works: 1:16, 2:7, 2:14, 3:1, 3:5, 3:8, 3:14.

The need for qualified elders (1:10-16) seems to be, on initial inspection, mainly
concerned with the doctrinal qualification given in verse 9. However, the false teacher
types of verse 10-11 have not only doctrinal deviations, but also character flaws such as
deceit and dishonesty that are mentioned in the family and personal qualifications earlier
in 1:6-8. So the explanatory “For there are many insubordinate...” is meant to explain the
need for all of the qualifications, not just the doctrinal one.
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Outline of Philemon

This is the most personal of Paul’s letters, written to an individual about a very touchy
subject—a runaway slave who was also a thief. It is also the shortest of Paul’s letters.

Outline
R 101 oo (3 Tox [0 o USRS PPRRN 1:1-7
Y ] (=] [ o USSR 1:1-3
B. Thanksgiving prayers offered for Philemon.............cccccocoinininnnne. 1:4-7
I1.  Request forgiveness for ONeSIMUS............ccovrerinieniieiieneiese e 1:8-21
A. Initial appeal for the formerly unprofitable servant...................... 1:8-11
B. Please receive him as a brother (with forgiveness)............c......... 1:12-16
C. Impute my good to him, and his wrong to me .........c.cccecvevvevvenen. 1:17-20
D. Paul is confident Philemon will forgive...........cccocooiiiiniiiiicenn, 1:21
1. ClOSING MALEIS......oviiiiiiiieciee e 1:22-25
A. Request for a guest room to be ready...........ccceveveiieiecie i 1:22
B. Sharing greetings........coovvieiiieieneeee e 1:23-24
C. SAIULALION. ..o 1:25
Notes

1. The entire book is a wonderful illustration of the salvation doctrine of imputation. Paul
asked Philemon to impute the sin of Onesimus to his own account. At the same time, he
asked Philemon to consider Onesimus as he would consider Paul, thus imputing Paul’s
merit to Onesimus. In a similar way, our sin was imputed to Christ and Christ’s
righteousness was imputed to us.

2. Although the word “forgive” does not occur in the letter, a major theme of the letter is
that Philemon should forgive this runaway slave who had wronged him. Forgiveness is
clearly implied in the appeal to “receive” Onesimus (1:12). You cannot “receive”
someone and be reconciled to them if there is a refusal to forgive.

126



Outline of Hebrews

The authorship of Hebrews is debated. Some believe, as | do, that it is the apostle Paul.
Others suggest Apollos or Luke as the human author. It is evident that the letter is inspired and
belongs in the canon of Scripture in any case, because we are confident that the Holy Spirit is the
ultimate Author.,

The book is one of the most difficult in the New Testament to grasp. Its use of language
and ideas is very sophisticated. But the believer in Christ can comprehend it with sanctified
effort. The outline below will help the reader to grasp the bigger picture of this letter.

The letter itself has the ring of a sermon transcript. Note also the masterful use of the Old
Testament, showing that the human author had a firm grasp of God’s older revelation.

Outline

I. The Superiority of Jesus Christ the Son of God ..............cccveeee, 1:1-10:18
A. Revelation of God in HiS SON .......ccccovviiiiiiiiineee e 1:1-3
B. Jesus is superior to the angels ..o, 1:4-2:18
1. Jesus is exalted above angels, who are ministering spirits . 1:4-14

2. Warning #1: Give heed to what we have heard................... 2:1-4

3. Jesus temporarily lower than angels, suffered for humans. 2:5-18

C. Jesus IS SUPETIOr t0 IMOSES ........ccueruirieriinieieiesie st 3:1-4:13
1. Jesus worthy of more glory than MOoSEeS ...........cccccevveviernnnee. 3:1-6

2. Warning #2: Do not harden your heart in unbelief............ 3:7-15

3. The promise of rest is obtained by faith........................ 3:16-4:13

D. Jesus is our Great High Priest in the order of Melchizedek......4:14-5:10
1. Hold fast to our confession ...........ccocevveverenenese s 4:14-16

2. High priests are appointed from men, for people ................. 5:1-4

3. Christ was also appointed as High Priest............c.c.cccceeni. 5:5-10

E. Exhortation: Advance in the Christian faith..............c..cccoc...... 5:11-6:20
1. Rebuke: you should be teachers by now.........c..cccceeee. 5:11-14

2. Move beyond the elementary principles...........cccocivneninne. 6:1-4

3. Warning #3: Impossibility of renewing the fallen............... 6:5-8

4. Confidence about the readers’ salvation...............cccevennee. 6:9-10

5. Exhortation to persevere in the faith.............ccccooveeennn 6:11-12

6. Christians have a completely certain hope............c.c.cc.... 6:13-20

F. Jesus has a better priesthood in the order of Melchizedek ............. 7:1-28
1. History of Melchizedek...........ccocooiiiiiiiiiiis 7:1-10

2. Levitical priesthood is insufficient and needs replaced .... 7:11-13

3. Jesus replaces the old priesthood with a better one .......... 7:14-19

4. Jesus made priest by the oath of God...........c.ccovveiiinnnnn 7:20-22

5. Jesus has an unchangeable priesthood ..............cccccooevinens 7:23-25

6. Jesus has no weakness of sin to overcome.............ccc....... 7:26-28

G. Jesus is mediator of a better covenant............c.ccoovveienenc i 8:1-13
H. Jesus serves the greater heavenly sanctuary, not the earthly one...9:1-11
. Jesus offered a better sacrifice: His own life and blood............ 9:12-10:18
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Il. Persevere with FUll ASSUIANCE........uveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 10:19-13:17

A. Press on in the Christian faith ...........ccoccooviiiiiis 10:19-39
1. Draw near and hold fast your profession of faith ........... 10:19-25

2. Warning #4: Do not reject the Son of God.................... 10:26-31

3. Reflect on your earlier confidence in Christ................... 10:32-34

4. Do not draw back, but continue to believe ..................... 10:35-39

B. Definition and examples of true faith.............cccccooeiininiinnnn 11:1-40
1. Definition of faith ..., 11:1-2

2. Faith regarding the creation of the world................ccccceennee. 11:3
BUADEL .. 11:4

A ENOCK oo 11:5-6

5. INOBN .. s 11:7

6. ADraNam.......ccooiiiiic 11:8-10

7. SAAN Lo 11:11-12

8. These died in faith, awaiting a heavenly destiny ............ 11:13-16

9. Abraham and the offering of Isaac............c.cccccevvvievinnen. 11:17-19

10, ISAAC ..eveeeie ittt 11:20

11, JACOD it 11:21

12, JOSEPN. ..t 11:22

13. MOSES’ PATENLS 1.vevvvreiriieeiiiieesiieeesireessireessireessineesseeesseeeenes 11:23

14. Moses, multiple examples...........ccooevrveiencncnenenenn 11:24-29

15. The Israelites during the early conquest .............cccceveneene. 11:30

16. RANAD ... s 11:31

17. Multiple other examples .........c.ccoevvveiiiieiicicceceee 11:32-38

18. We join them in awaiting God’s promises.................... 11:39-40

C. Exhortation to persevere in faith and good works................... 12:1-13:17
1. Exhortation to lay aside sin and run with endurance.......... 12:1-2

2. Example of Christ enduring to the point of blood .............. 12:3-4

3. Endure through chastisement............ccoocooeiiniinniiinnns 12:5-11

o T (0] oo [ RS PRPRRIN 12:12-13

5. Pursue peace and holiness...........ccocvvvviieieienc s 12:14-17

6. Why? Because you are part of God’s holy City .............. 12:18-24

7. Warning #5: Do not refuse God ..........cccceeereneicnennnnn 12:25-29

8. Various exhortations about Christian conduct.................. 13:1-17

T, CONCIUSION ..ot 13:18-25
AL Prayer FEOUEBST.......vvie i e ciie et 13:18-19
B. BeNeICLION......ccveiiieiecie et 13:20-21
C. Appeal to hear the exhortation of the book..............ccoooviiiiiinins 13:22
D. Report about TIMOthY .......cccooiriiiiiiiiiceee e, 13:23
E. Final greetings and salutation..............ccccceeevveiieciec e 13:24-25
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Notes

Note the warning passages sprinkled throughout the book. They are set in boldface type
in the outline above so that they are easy to locate.

The author gives an exposition with application of many Old Testament passages.

5:6 and 10 introduce the idea that Christ is a priest in the order of Melchizedek. But that
idea is not developed until 7:1.

In terms of the art of preaching, notice that the author has woven together the elements of
teaching, illustration, exhortation, warning, and argumentation to convey his point.

The theme of “better” pervades the book. But it is also worth noting that Jesus is not only
better than the angels and Moses and the Levitical priesthood; He is also final: the final
revelation of God, the final priest, the final sacrifice. And, He is also only: the only way
of salvation.

The word therefore occurs 28 times in the NKJV translation. Such connectors are key to
ponder in order to understand the big picture of the book of Hebrews.
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Outline of James

James is the “Proverbs of the New Testament.” It is a letter about wise Christian practice.
It has often been outlined as a series of tests as to whether one has a living faith or not. This
theme comes to especially sharp focus in 2:14-26.

Outline
L. INEOAUCTION ... s 1:1
Il. Test#1: A Living Faith and TrialS..........ccccooevviiiieiicc e 1:2-18
A. The good WOrk of trialS...........ccooeieiiiiiii 1:2-4
B. Request wisdom by faith to handle trials ...........cccccovevviiiiicinens 1:5-8
C. Trials come to rich and poor alike............ccccoovrviiiiiiiiiniee 1:9-11
D. Blessing for enduring trialS............ccccoeiieii i 1:12
E. Trials come from God, but not temptations...........cccccevvrvrrvennnne 1:13-15
F. God gives good gifts, particularly the new birth .......................... 1:16-18
I1l. Test #2: A Living Faith and SCripture ..........cccccevveviiieiinese e, 1:19-27
A. The responsibility to hear God’s WOrd..........ccceoviiiiniiinnnnn 1:19-21
B. Doing, not just hearing, the Word of God.............cccccoevviieinennnne 1:22-25
C. Examples of truth faith..........cccocoooiiiiiiii s 1:26-27
IV. Test#3: A Living Faith and Partiality .........c.ccooeviiiiiiiiiiiee 2:1-13
A. Partiality forbidden ............cccoooveiiiiiie e 2:1
B. Example of partiality ..........cccoeveiiiiiii 2:2-4
C. Reasons for the prohibition of partiality ............cccccoeeviviiieinennenn, 2:5-13
1. God’s concern for the Poor .........cccvevviiiiencicrec 2:5-7
2. The law of Christ, aka the law of liberty ............c.c.ccceei. 2:8-13
V. Test #4: A Living Faith and Good WOrKS ...........cccccveveiienecvieseenn. 2:14-26
A. A living faith produces good WOrkS..........c.cccouviviiienencicneen 2:14-20
B. Examples of living faith ............ccccoooiiiiiiicee 2:21-26
VI. Test#5: A Living Faith and the Tongue............cccccovevveieicveecec, 3:1-18
A. The challenge of the tONQUE ..........coeiiiiiiiire e 3:1-12
B. Godly wisdom produces righteous conduct .............ccceceeveireenene 3:13-18
VII. Test #6: A Living Faith and Pride and Humility ..........c.ccccoeiieennn. 4:1-12
A Friendship with the World ... 4:1-5
B Humbly submit to GOd........c.ccveiiiiiiiice e 4:6-12
VIIIl. Test#7: A Living Faith and the Will of God............ccceoviviiiinennn. 4:13-17
A. Ignoring the Will of GOd.........ccooiiiiiiiii e, 4:13
B. Taking Gods’ will into acCOUNt.........ccvrviiiiiiiiiiiiciccce 4:14-17
IX.  An Admonition for Wicked Rich People.........ccccccveviiiiiiiie i 5:1-6
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AL The WAAINING ..ot 5:1

B. Reasons for JUdgMeNnt...........ccuoiieiiiereneeeee s 5:2-6
X. Test#8: A Living Faith and Patience .............ccoccoovieiiieniininenns 5:7-12
A. Handling trials with patience ..........cccccovveieeie i 5:7-8
B. Application and HHTUSEration.............cc.cooviiiiinieieie e 5:9-12
X1, Test#9: A Living Faith and Prayer............cccooiiiiiiiiiicincce 5:13-18
A. Prayer and affliCtion...........c.ccoevviiiiiieic e 5:13a
B. Prayer through Praise .........cccoeoeieriieiinieeee e 5:13b
C. Prayer and SICKNESS ........cceiveieiieiireieseesieeie e sie e sree e eee e 5:14-16
D. Hlustration of Elijan ........cccooeiiiii 5:17-18
E. Help the erring brother ... 5:19-20
Notes

1. Note that James’ admonition of the rich does not refer to righteous people who happen
also to be rich. Riches do not automatically qualify someone as evil.
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Outline of 1 Peter

1 Peter 5:12 provides something of a theme around which we can organize our thoughts
on Peter’s first letter. He says that he has written that “this is the true grace of God” in which you
stand.

Outline
R ] (T [0 S SSSRPSN 1:1-2
I1. The Grace of God in Salvation ............cccoevvininiinene e, 1:3-2:10
A. Saved and preserved for an eternal inheritance ...........c.ccococivnenne. 1:3-5
B. Faith tested by trials will end with the salvation of our souls.......... 1:6-9
C. Prophets and angels curious about our salvation ..............c.......... 1:10-12
D. Holy conduct required in light of Christ’s coming ..............c....... 1:13-21
E. Love one another because you have been born again .................. 1:22-25
F. Cultivate a thirst for God’s Word ..........cccceeevviiii i, 2:1-3
G. Christians are a special people of God for the praise of Christ...... 2:4-10
[1l. The Grace of God in SUDMISSION.........cceiiiieiiiicie e 2:11-3:7
A. Submission toward those outside the church...........c.ccccccoeienee. 2:11-17
B. Submission of servants t0 MAasters .........cccccevvvereneereeiesieseeeens 2:18-20
C. Christ as the model of SUDMISSION..........ccovviiviiiiiiie s 2:21-25
D. Submission of wives to husbands and husbands loving wives........ 3:1-7
IV. The Grace of God in SUFTEriNg ........ccccooviiiiniiicic e, 3:8-5:11
A. Righteous Christian conduct ..............cccovveveiiieiieevi e 3:8-12
B. Suffer for doing good, NOt eVil...........coovviiiiiiiiiiecen, 3:13-4:6
1. Suffering for good..........cccccveiiiieiieece e 3:13-17
2. Christ the highest example of such suffering.................... 3:18-22
3. Suffering is connected to cessation of SiN............cccccvevveneee. 4:1-6
C. The coming of Christisat hand ............ccccocooeiiiiniiiii e 4:7-19
1. It demands SOber CONAUCL...........ccccvvveieiieieie e 4:7-11
2. It permits persecution to be received gladly ..................... 4:12-19
D. Elders must be upright in their leadership ............cccooevveviiieinenns 5:1-4
E. HUMDIE CONAUCT........cceeiieeceeee e 5:5-7
F. Responding to the threats of the Devil ...........ccccooeiiiiiiiiiiicce 5:8-9
G. Prayer for strength for the believers in the face of suffering....... 5:10-11
L. CHOSING . 5:12-14
Notes

1. The book of 1 Peter is not highly structured. But there are several subjects that seem to
dominate: the doctrines of salvation, submission, and suffering. These appear
prominently in the major headings of the outline.
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Outline of 2 Peter

Much of 2 Peter is concerned with the coming danger of false teachers. But Peter also
emphasizes the need to remember the words of the apostles and prophets. He wrote this reminder
because his time of departure was near (1:12, 3:1).

Outline
Lo INErOAUCTION ...t 1:1-2
A AULhOT aNd FEAUEIS .....veeve et 1:1
B. (C] =T 1o TSP 1:2
[1. Reminder about Christian Growth ...........ccccovviiiiinininnene e 1:3-21
A EXNOrtation 10 groW .........cceeiveieieieniesineseeee e 1:3-11
1. Resources for growth ...........cccoeoeiieiiie v, 1:3-4
2. The first exhortation, t0 grow .........ccccevvvieerenresen e 1:5-9
3. The second exhortation, to be diligent.............ccccoveenenen. 1:10-11
B. Three reasons for Peter’s exhortation ..............cccccoeevveinnn 1:12-21
1. Peter’s death iS IMMINENt..........cccoooviiiiiniiniene s 1:12-15
2. Peter’s own €yewitness teStimony ........ccccceoeverenercniennn. 1:16-18
3. The sure testimony of Scripture.........c.ccoevevviveivereenn, 1:19-21
1. Warning About False TEaChers...........ccccevveveveeve i 2:1-22
A. Thewarning itself ..o 2:1-3
B. God judges and deliVErS.........cccveiueiieiiciecie e 2:4-9
1. God judged and delivered in the Old Testament .................. 2:4-8
2. God will judge and deliver in the future ..., 2:9
C. Description of false teachers ... 2:10-22
1. Their CharaCter ......cccooeveieieieiiceseee e 2:10-16
2. Their INFIUBNCE.......ooveeeeeiee e 2:17-22
IV. Reminder about Coming JUdgmEeNt ..........ccocvvviiiieiciee e 3:1-18a
A Purpose Of Peter’s 1etter . ..o 3:1-2
B. False teachers deny coming judgment ..........ccocceveneieninnninns 3:3-10
1. The denial itself.........ccccooiiii e 3:3-4
2. The initial refutation: uniformitarianism is ignorant ............ 3:5-7
3. Refutation continued: The DOL is coming for sure ........... 3:8-10
D. Therefore: exhortations considering the future................... 3:11-18a
1. Exhortation to hOlNESS .........ccooveiiiiiieiiee e 3:11-14
2. Exhortation to consider the delay properly..........cc.coeee. 3:15-16
3. Exhortation to perseverance and growth........................... 3:17-19
V. Concluding DOX0oIOgY .......cccovueiiieiiiiiiie e 3:18b
Notes

1. The theme of “reminding” the readers is found in 1:12, 1:13, 1:15 and 3:1.
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Outline of 1 John

1 John is like James in that it presents evidences or tests of true faith. As in his gospel at
20:31, John clearly writes his purpose statement in a single verse in this letter at 5:13.

Outline
R 101 oo (3 Tox [0 o USRS PPRRN 1:1-4
I1. Evidences of Eternal Life........cccooooiiiiiiiininiie e 1:5-5:13
A. Walking in the light: a new relationship to sin..........cccccevvennne. 1:5-2:2
B. Keeping God’s cOmMmManNds ..........ccoocveiiiiiiiiniieiiniesieneee e 2:3-6
C. Loving God and loving others, not the world ...............c.ccevueneee. 2:7-17
D. Believing the doctrine of Christ..........c.ccoovviviiiieiiieie 2:18-28
E. Practicing righteOUSNESS .........ccveveiieiiieiecie e 2:29-3:10a
F. LOVING OUr BIOtNErS .......couiiiieiiiec s 3:10b-24
G. Discerning false dOCtriNg .........cccccveveiiieieece e 4:1-6
H. Loving God and loving Others ... 4:7-21
I. Believing that Jesus is the Christ, Son of God ............cccccceeveieennns 5:1-12
I, EPHOQUE ...ttt 5:13-21
A. Purpose statement of JOhn’s Ietter .........ccovveriiiiiiiiiiniiieec 5:13
B. ASSUIANCE 1N PIAYEF ....ecveeiieireecie e st este e s e se et sre e e e 5:14-15
C. Praying about a sinning brother ... 5:16-17
D. The believer is preserved from sin and the Devil ...................... 5:18-20
E. Exhortation to stay away from idolS............cccoeviniiiniiiniiiee, 5:21
Notes

1. A crucial interpretive issue is this: does “fellowship” in 1:3 refer to eternal life (the view
taken by this author) or does it refer to “a relationship on good terms between God and
the believer”? In the latter case, a person can be saved but not have fellowship with God.
In the view I take, a believer who is not “in fellowship” with God is not saved. This view
best makes sense of all of the evidences of eternal life. Otherwise, you can have people
“saved” but “out of fellowship” who are liars and not speaking the truth about their sin,
or who don’t love their brothers, etc. It is not at all John’s intent to give such people false
assurance of salvation.

2. The outline of 1 John is not rigidly structured. In fact, some have suggested that John
spirals around the topics of which he speaks, revisiting and going into more detail as he
spirals.

3. The evidences or tests can be divided into two classes: moral evidence and doctrinal
evidence. For example, a moral evidence would be whether you love your fellow
believers. A doctrinal evidence would be whether you believe that Jesus is the Christ
(Messiah).

4. An important aspect of the Christian instruction to love is that love originates with God,
because God is love. We love because God loved us first. The test or evidence of loving
others will not be in our life unless we have God’s love operative in us.
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Outline of 2 John

2 John is among a small set of New Testament letters that are extremely personal in
nature. The others are Philemon and 3 John. Despite its personal touch, the letter presents
important truths such as walking in truth, loving one another, and not promoting false doctrine.

Outline
L. INEFOTUCTION ...t 1:1-3
A AUNOr and FECIPIENTS ..o s 1:1-2
B. GrEELING ....oiiiie ettt 1:3
I1. Body Of the LEtter......occvviiiieee e 1:4-11
A. John rejoices that the lady’s children are walking in truth ................. 1:4
B. John pleads that we love one another and obey God’s commands .. 1:5-6
C. John warns about deceivers who deny the doctrine of Christ........ 1:7-11
. CHOSING .. 1:12-13
A. John hopes to see her face to face........cccevevvevviiciiciecce e, 1:12
B. Greetings sent from the lady’s believing Sister .............ccccoovviviinennen. 1:13
Notes

1. The recipient is a woman known to the apostle John. She has some children that are
known to John as well. The “lady” is not a coded reference to a church.

2. Hospitality was (and still is) an important Christian virtue. However, offering hospitality
to heretics is not virtuous—thus John’s warning in 1:7-11. Doing so results in a reduced
reward from Christ.

3. Those who deny the doctrine of Christ simply do not “have” God. They are not fellow
Christians worthy of support as “missionaries.”
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Outline of 3 John

This is another of the very personal letters in the New Testament. John is writing to a
Christian friend named Gaius. There is a serious problem in the church where Gaius attends.

Outline
R 101 oo (3 Tox [0 o USRS PPRRN 1:1-3
A. Author and reCIPIENTS ........ccvviieiicceee e 1:1
B GIEEIING ....cve ittt 1:2
C. Expression of joy at Gaius walking intruth...............cccoovevviieinenne. 1:3-4
I. Gaius, a Faithful Helper to the Truth........cccccoo e 1:5-8
I1l. Diotrephes, a Tare in the Church..........cccccoooeiiiiiciciecec e 1:9-10
A. He loves the pre-eminence ... 1:9
B. He does not receive brothers with hospitality .........c.cccccoviiiivennne. 1:10
IV. Demetrius, a Man with a Good TeStimony ...........ccccccevveveiieeieennnns 1:11-12
A. Command to imitate What iS go0d ...........covrieiiiiieieneeeee 1:11
B. A good example to imitate, Demetrius.........c.ccoevvevveieeresieeseenene 1:12
V. ClOSING ..ttt et 1:13-14
A. John hopes to see Gaius face to face.........cccoccevveverivereiiinseene. 1:13-14a
B. GrEELINGS ..oveeiecee ettt 1:14b

Notes

1. John touches once again on the important topic of Christian hospitality.
2. There are three examples of men in a church, two good ones to imitate and a bad one to
avoid.
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Outline of Jude

Jude is very likely the half-brother of Jesus. He was pressed to write a letter to the church
at large because people were beginning to creep into the church, bringing licentious doctrine and
practice with them.

Outline
Lo INErOAUCTION ... e 1-4
AL WIITEr and reCIPIENTS .....oviiiiieiieicee s 1
B. GreBLING ....ciiieie et 2
C. Jude’s purpose is to contend for the faith............cccoceeveiieiiiiieie 3
D. Occasion is dangerous ungodly Men.........ccccevveveiieneeie s 4
I1. Condemnation of the UnNgodly...........cccovviiiiiiiiciicc e 5-16
A. God’s judgment on the ungodly in the past ..........cccccoevinniniiienenn 5-7
1. Unbelievers in the EXOAUS .........cccovieiiiiinnenesc e 5
2. Fallen angels ... 6
3. S0dom and GOMOITAN .......c.cceiiiiiiiinieee e 7
B. The Character of the ungodly in the present..........c.ccocoviiniiieienn, 8-13
1. Immoral, rebellious, and arrogant...............ccccccevvveiieeieiinenenn 8-10
2. Similar to three OT examples: Cain, Balaam, Korah ................ 11
3. Morally bankrupt ........cccooveiiiiiiccccee e 12-13
C. Confirmation of judgment on the ungodly...........c.coconiniiiiiinnnn. 14-16
1. The prophecy of ENOCh.........cccooveiiiiiiieecee e 14-15
2. Re-confirming their condemnable conduct.............ccccoovvieienn, 16
[11. Call to Contend for the Faith ............cccccevviiiiiiie e 17-23
A. Remember apostolic teaching ...........ccccveviiiiic i 17-19
B. Edify YOUISEIVES ..ot 20-21
C. Evangelize the 10St ........cocoiiiiiice e 22-23
IV. Concluding DOX0IOQY .......c.ccoviiiiiiiieiiece st 24-25
Notes

1. Notice that in the introduction, the goal is to encourage the readers to contend for the
faith, and the reason or need for that is because there are sneaky godless people who are
trying to destroy the church. The outline of the book reverses that order, first exposing
the ungodly men, and then calling upon the readers to contend for the faith.

2. The third major section (§II1) is demarcated by the phrase “but you” in verse 17 and verse
20, which contrasts the readers from the ungodly and false teachers.
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Outline of Revelation

Chapter 1 verse 19 indicates the high-level outline of the book. It says that John is told to
write about three things:
1. The things which you have seen, including chapter 1;
2. The things which are, including the letters to the seven churches in chapters 2 and 3;
3. And the things which will take place after this, including chapters 4 through 22.

Outline

I. Letters to the Seven Churches...........ccocviiniiicinne e, 1:1-3:19
A. Introduction (the things that are Seen).........c.ccoceverieiencnie e, 1:1-20

B. Ephesus (the things Which are)...........cccccveveiieeiicce i 2:1-7

L SMYINA .. 2:8-11

D, PeIJAMOS ....ii ittt 2:12-17

E. TRYALIIA. ..o 2:18-29

Fu SAIAIS 1t 3:1-6

G. Philadelphia.........cccooviiiiiiiiiiice e 3:7-13

[ TR I To o [ Tor T RSP PR 3:14-19

Il. Heavenly Worship of the Lamb of God (things future)................... 4:1-5:14
[1l. The Seven-Year Tribulation ..........ccccooviniiinienin e, 6:1-19:21
A. The Seven Seal JUdgMENTS.......ccooiiiiiieieiirese e 6:1-17

B. Interlude: Multitudes Saved in Tribulation ...........ccccooceviieninnnnns 7:1-17

C. The Seven Trumpet JUAGMENTS.........cccriiiereieieeeseeeeeeees 8:1-9:21

D. Interlude: The Angel and the BooK...........cccccoveveiieiiciciiccee 10:1-11

E. Interlude: TWO WITNESSES ......eevviierieerieeiesieesieeiesee e enee e sieeneens 11:1-14

F. Conclusion of the Trumpet Judgments............cccceevvieieeiieceenne. 11:15-19

G. Interlude: Important Characters ...........cccccovveneneienenieeen, 12:1-13:18

H. Interlude: Visions of 144,000; Angels; and Final Judgment ....... 14:1-20

I. The Seven Bowl JUDgMENTS ........ccoovviviiiieieeee e, 15:1-16:21

J. Interlude: Babylon...........cccoovoiiiiii e 17:1-19:5

K. The Second Coming of Christ Detailed .............ccccooovneniniinnnnn 19:6-21

IV. The Millennial Kingdom and Final Judgment..........ccccccoveniiinnnne. 20:1-15
V. The New Heaven and New Earth..........ccccccovvvvviiiiieiinciccee, 21:1-22:21

Notes

1. The timing of fulfillment of the prophecies in the book is hotly debated. | take a futurist
view, that essentially all of chapters 4-22 are future to our present age. This fits the plain
meaning of the figures and symbols. Clearly chapters 20-22 are future. The second
coming of Christ in chapter 19 is future. The cataclysmic judgments in chapters 6-19
have no possible parallel in human history up to this point. So it is eminently reasonable
to take almost the entire book as future to the present church age.
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10.
11.
12.

The blessing pronounced on the one who reads, hears, and keeps the words of the
prophecy.

2 Peter 3:11-12 gives us some motivation from another Bible passage as to why we
should have at least a rudimentary idea of what is going to happen in the future. That
which is coming in the future demands us to live holy lives now.

The interpretation of the series of seven letters.

The significance of the number seven.

In terms of the chronology of Revelation, several sections are parenthetic but the book’s
overall outline is sequential; the judgments are numbered and seem to be sequential with
one series unfolding into the next one.

The general chronology of the book and thus of the future is helpful to us, but an absolute
understanding of every detail of chronology is not necessary, nor probably realistically
achievable for most of us. Some revelation was not given to us—Rev. 10:4, for
instance—and so we do not have all information that could be relevant to the whole end-
times. That is not to say we are missing things that we need.

Signs are signs, not to be taken literally.

Fads in interpretation, e.g. the Soviet Union in Revelation and Daniel.

The literality and length of the millennial kingdom.

The reality of “heaven and hell” are plainly taught.

Notice the phrases “Then I saw” (42 uses) and “Then I heard” as introductory to the
various visions.
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